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On September 1, more than 108,000 salmon were detected at the Churn Creek sonar station, located 40 km upstream of the Big 
Bar landslide site, marking the largest single-day arrival to date. Low water levels and improvements to the “nature-like” fishway 
are allowing larger numbers of fish to migrate past the slide site.  

As of September 5, more than 1.45 million  salmon have been detected upstream of the Big Bar landslide. Pink salmon are 
expected to arrive at the slide site in the coming week.  

LOW WATER LEVELS AND “NATURE-LIKE” FISHWAY       
CONTINUE TO SUPPORT FISH MIGRATION AT BIG BAR 

PICTURED: Current view of the West Beach at the Big Bar landslide site. 

2021 BIG BAR SALMON COUNTS (Daily counts available online)  

Date  

Salmon radio tagged 

below the                     

Big Bar landslide site   

Salmon transported by truck past the slide site 

and released upstream  
Fish 40 km upstream of 

Big Bar landslide site 

(detected via SONAR)   Chinook Sockeye 

TOTAL as of Sept 5, 2021 932 19 36 1,454,697 

UPDATE CONTINUES ON PAGE 2 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/aquatic-habitat-management/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t
https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pacific-smon-pacifique/big-bar-landslide-eboulement/smon-count-denombrement-eng.html
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ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 

TOP: Technicians use nets to collect Chinook broodstock in the 

Seebach River. 

BOTTOM: First Nations and DFO technicians in the Willow 

River place a female Chinook in a brood tube while waiting for 

the salmon to ripen for spawning.  

A wide variety of technicians have been working diligently over 
the last several weeks on the Chinook broodstock program. 
This team includes specialists from Upper Fraser Fisheries 
Conservation Alliance, Stswecem'c Xgat'tem, Carrier Sekani 
Tribal Council, Lheidli Tenneh First Nation, Okanagan Nation 
Alliance, Nak’azdli First Nation, Simpcw First Nation, Spruce 
City Wildlife Association and DFO.  

To date, the crews have collected milt from 153 males and eggs 
from 69 females from 11 of the 13 targeted streams above the 
slide site. The broodstock collection program is expected to be 
completed by mid-September. 

Meanwhile, spawning of the 700 Early Stuart sockeye adults is 
nearly complete at DFO’s Cultus Lake Laboratory.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/aquatic-habitat-management/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t


The odd-year Fraser River pink salmon run is the largest of the 
pink salmon runs in British Columbia, and these fish are 
currently being observed in small numbers downstream of the 
Big Bar site in Lillooet. Even-year returns of the Fraser pink 
salmon occur in other watersheds. 

Pink salmon last passed through the slide site in 2019, during 
the emergency response phase of the project. Unlike Chinook, 
coho and sockeye, pink salmon follow a two-year life cycle. The 
adults spawn in the fall, with fry emerging the following spring. 
Those fry immediately migrate to the ocean. The adults return 
in the following year to spawn again. 

The yearly salmon migration through Big Bar typically begins 
with the early-timed Chinook run from mid-June to early 
September, followed by sockeye from July to late September. 
The pink salmon return typically starts in late August and lasts 
through September in odd years only (2021, 2023, 2025, etc.), 
followed by annual runs of Interior Fraser coho from mid-
September to early November.  

As of September 1, 22 radio tags have been applied to pink 
salmon captured by the Lillooet fish wheel. These tags will be 
monitored to determine when the fish continue towards the 
slide site and whether they are entering other tributaries. 
Approximately 20% of the Fraser pink salmon return migrates 
past Big Bar to spawn upstream. 

2021—IT’S A “PINK” YEAR! 
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ONSITE OPERATIONS 

LEFT: Equipment being temporarily stockpiled prior to demobilization as surrounding wildfires and the recent mudslide limited 

movement of materials.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

RIGHT: Trailers from the former office area are ready to be transported from the site.  

Cooler temperatures have reduced the risk from surrounding 
wildfires, allowing the demobilization of the camp and the 
work site to gain pace. However, crews are keeping a close eye 
on the situation in case the wildfire risk increases again.  

Materials and equipment are being transported from the slide 
site to the camp area and then to Lillooet by truck. The West 
Pavilion Road was closed briefly due to a washout from a 
mudslide on August 22.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/aquatic-habitat-management/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t

