British Columbia Conservation Data Centre - 2025 Update

Did you know that the BC Conservation Data Centre (BC CDC) is not only a key part of
the Ministry of Water, Land, and Resource Stewardship, but also a proud member
of NatureServe Canada and the international NatureServe Network?

This global network includes over 60 programs across Canada and the United States,
working together using a shared methodology to rank and map species and ecosystems.
This collaboration ensures that conservation data are consistent, comprehensive, and
comparable across borders.

Why does this matter?
Our data not only contributes to conservation decision making in British Columbia but also
a much larger picture—supporting science-based conservation decisions across North
America.

That’s something to celebrate!

BC CDC respectfully acknowledges that it carries out its work on the territories of many
First Nations and that Indigenous Knowledge is important to understanding species and
ecosystems in B.C.


http://www.natureserve.org/natureserve-network/canada
http://www.natureserve.org/

A Year of Progress

The BC CDC continues to participate in inventory of species and ecosystems at risk across
British Columbia, including on lands stewarded by the Nature Conservancy of Canada
(NCC), Parks Canada, and BC Parks. These efforts are critical for informing Element
Occurrences, conservation status assessments, and the management of species and
ecosystems at risk.

The BC CDC continues work on habitat modeling for species atrisk in B.C., recently
leading to the discovery of a new population of the red-listed stoloniferous pussytoes
(Antennaria flagellaris). These models will support conservation efforts and eventually be
available online.

The BC CDC is collaborating with the Provincial Wetland Project to update wetland
taxonomy, collect data, and assess their conservation status. BC CDC field crews have
completed approximately 75 ecosystem plots and hundreds of visual surveys this year,

while building a photo library to support wetland identification. This work ensures wetland
data stays current and useful.

The Year in Numbers
e 900+ species and ecological communities added to our database

¢ 2,100+ conservation status assessments completed
Learn more about the BC Red/Blue/Yellow Lists here

e 1,900+ Element Occurrences added or updated

¢ 3,300+ new observations integrated into our data

What is an Element Occurrence? Find out here

e 700+ custom data requests fulfilled
e« 1,000,000+ web tool interactions by over 100,000 users
These numbers reflect not just the scale of our work, but the growing demand for high-
quality, accessible conservation data.

2025 Updates to Taxonomy, Classification, and Conservation Ranks

Each year, the BC CDC reviews select groups of species and ecological communities
across British Columbia. These updates include:

e Changes to conservation status ranks/BC List status

o Additions/removals of species and ecological communities

e Changes to taxonomy
The latest updates are now available through BC Species and Ecosystems Explorer
(BCSEE). BCSEE reflects the Provincial Resource Inventory Standards Committee (RISC)
standard, ensuring consistency in scientific names, English names, and species codes
across the province.



https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/explore-cdc-data/red-blue-yellow-lists
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/explore-cdc-data/known-locations-of-species-and-ecosystems-at-risk/mapping-methods/cdc-element-occurrences
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=DB888ABF936D478295BC87C99B5CA4DC

Animal Updates
This year, the Zoology Unit focused on invertebrates, birds, mammals, and reptiles,
resulting in:

¢ 132 taxonomy changes

e 578 conservation rank changes

e 187 new species added and 12 removed

e 33 English name changes

Plant Updates
For vascular plants:
e 55 taxonomic changes
e 77 conservation rank updates
e 2 new additions to the BC Flora
e 4 English name changes
For bryophytes, fungi, lichens, and slime molds:
¢ 151 taxonomic changes
e 67 conservation rank updates
e 740 new additions and 15 removals from the BC Flora

Ecological Community Updates
This year’s updates include:
e 124 English name changes
e 15 scientific name changes
e 0conservation rank changes
e 3ecological communities removed

Explore the full list of updates here, and previous updates here.
Access Species and Ecosystems Data

Use our web tools to access data on species and ecological communities in British
Columbia. You can explore, analyze, and download information:

BC Species and Ecosystems Explorer (BCSEE): Generate customized lists of species and
ecological communities; Search by conservation status, legal designation, or geographic
area; Download results in Excel format; Access related reports and documentation.

Range Data Enhancements: The “Search by Area” feature in BCSEE is powered by range
data. As refinements continue, users will see improved accuracy in search results.

CDC iMap: Access known locations (Element Occurrences) of species and ecological
communities at risk, view and print, export data to Excel, csv, PDF, or Shapefile.

Coming soon: EcoAtlas BC — a new way to explore ecological data!


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/explore-cdc-data/conservation-data-centre-updates
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/explore-cdc-data/conservation-data-centre-updates/archive-changes

BC Data Catalogue: Download Element Occurrence data in multiple formats, including
Shapefile, Geodatabase, CSV, KML, GeoRSS, and GeoJSON. You can also connect directly
via Web Map Service (WMS).

Submit Your Data: Help us keep our records current! If you have information on BC’s
animals, plants, or ecological communities, we encourage you to contribute.

Learn more about these tools at Explore Data.

Client Services
We’re here to help! Our team responds to a wide range of inquiries, including guidance on
using online tools, requests for secure data and questions about our ranking and mapping

methodologies.

In the past year we fulfilled 717 custom data requests—supporting researchers, planners,
and conservation professionals across the province.
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If you have any questions, please contact us cdcdata@gov.bc.ca


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/submit-data
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=9981CC20DAF6457E8F7FC0BF96414426
mailto:cdcdata@gov.bc.ca

