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[bookmark: _Toc428181759]How to Use This Template
To complete the Application Information Requirements Template:
1. Review the template contents and instructions.
2. Insert project specific information into the Application Information Requirements Template to replace all blue text.  Display inserted info as blue text.  If the text to be replaced is only part of a sentence, the text to be replaced will be bracketed like this [replace this text].
3. Avoid editing any text which is in black font.  This text represents language approved by the Environmental Assessment Office.  This text should appear in all Application Information Requirements.  Obtain approval, with rationale, from the EAO Project Lead for any variations to this text.  Display any approved variations as tracked changes in the draft Application Information Requirements.
4. Remove all guidance text boxes once the guidance has been responded to.  You will see two types of guidance text boxes:






Blue boxes provide general guidance for all Environmental Assessments (EAs)
Gold boxes provide guidance for required information or text for the AIR and/or the Application for Substituted EAs

5. Remove the title page and guidance pages (Cover and pages 2, 3, and 4) from the completed draft.  You may also remove the section Title Pages (PART A, PART B, etc.).
6. Submit the completed Application Information Requirements to EAO.
Feedback and suggestions for improvement for this AIR template should be directed to EAOINFO@gov.bc.ca.
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[bookmark: _Toc428181760]Introduction
The Application Information Requirements (AIR) identifies the information to be provided by a proponent in an Application for an Environmental Assessment Certificate.  The Application must include the requirements set out in the AIR in order to be accepted for review.  This document provides the template for the framework and guidance to proponents on the development of the AIR for a proposed project.  Proponents should discuss the use of this document with Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) as early as possible.
Proponents should review EAO’s Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects (2013) before drafting an AIR.  The AIR cannot be finalized until EAO, following review and comment by the advisory working group, agrees on the Valued Components (VCs) and associated indicators for assessment[footnoteRef:1].  The selection of VCs in turn drives the overall scope of assessment/study areas and baseline data collection work.  The AIR outlines the information needed to describe the potential effects of the proposed Project on the VCs, and the ways that those effects will be assessed. [1:  Early engagement with the project advisory working group ensures that the scope of assessment is focused on areas where there are most likely to be adverse effects, and to identify potential gaps in the proposed VC list.] 

The Ministers’ decision on the issuance of an EA Certificate is based on the review of the Application and assessment of adverse effects.  While the AIR is a stand-alone document, it is linked to the section 11 Order (and any section 13 Order subsequently issued) that is issued by EAO to a proponent which defines the scope of the project and assessment, including the extent of effects assessment, and whether the assessment must include decommissioning and abandonment phases of a project.  The section 11 Order also requires the proponent to develop the Application in accordance with the approved AIR.
The AIR is supported by other documents, such as the proponent’s Project Description, the Valued Component Selection Document and the proponent’s Consultation Plans for undertaking consultation with Aboriginal Groups and the public.
In summary, the process for development of an AIR may include some or all of the following steps:
1. Proponent reviews the section 11 Order, this AIR template and other EAO guidance materials such as the Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects (2013);
2. Proponent discusses project requirements and specifications with EAO;
3. Proponent develops draft Valued Components Selection Document;
4. EAO refers draft Valued Component Selection Document to the working group and Aboriginal groups for review and comment; a public comment period may be held on the Valued Components Selection Document;
5. Proponent amends the Valued Component Selection Document and incorporates the final list of Valued Components into the draft AIR; Proponent appends Valued Components Selection Document to the draft AIR;
6. Proponent submits the draft AIR to EAO who reviews it and requires revisions as necessary;
7. EAO forwards the draft AIR to the working group, including Aboriginal Groups, who review the draft AIR and provide comments to EAO and the proponent;
8. The public is provided an opportunity to provide input on the draft AIR if a public comment period has not been held on the Valued Components Selection Document, as directed in the section 11 Order;
9. Proponent updates the draft AIR based on working group, Aboriginal Group and public (if appropriate) input, at EAO’s direction;
10. Proponent submits final AIR to EAO for approval;
11. Once satisfied, EAO approves AIR as final; and
12. The proponent drafts the Application for an EA Certificate in accordance with the approved AIR, within three years.



Application Information Requirements
[Project]



Proposed by:
[Proponent]



[Date]
Pursuant to the Environmental Assessment Act, S.B.C. 2002, c.43
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[bookmark: _Toc428181761]Preface to the AIR
The Application Information Requirements (AIR) specifies the information that [Proponent and Project Name] (the Proponent) is required to provide in their Application for an Environmental Assessment Certificate (Application) under the section 16(2) of BC Environmental Assessment Act (Act).
The Proponent is proposing to develop the [Project Name] (the proposed Project), as described in the Project Description [provide link] and as shown in [Figure X].  The proposed Project is [short description of the proposed Project].  Since the proposed Project is a [state applicability of the Reviewable Projects Regulation], it is subject to a provincial EA review under [Part X] of the Reviewable Projects Regulation (BC Reg 370/02) of the Act.The language in this paragraph applies only where the proposed Project exceeds one or more of the triggers in the Reviewable Projects Regulation.  For proposed Projects that have been designated as reviewable projects under section 6 or section 7 of the Act, please reference those sections as appropriate.

The BC Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) issued a Section 10 Order to the Proponent on [Date] confirming that the proposed Project requires an Environmental Assessment Certificate (EAC), pursuant to Section 10(1)(c) of the Act, before it may receive provincial permits to construct and operate the proposed Project.
 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 2012 (CEAA 2012) ApplicabilityAdd these bullets for information to be included in the AIR, only for Substituted EAs.

Insert a paragraph regarding the applicability of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012) and whether a substituted, coordinated, or other type of federal review process is being undertaken or contemplated by Canada.
· Any additional steps that reflect the substituted federal EA process, if applicable;

List of Reviewing Agencies
The following government agencies, municipal and regional agencies, Aboriginal Groups and the public have had the opportunity to review and comment on the [link to draft Valued Component Selection Document on EAO website] or the draft AIR:In the draft AIR, the Proponent must include a status of the review of the draft AIR to date, including whether it has been provided to the working group for review or whether public or Aboriginal consultation has occurred.

Provincial Agencies:
· [Agency Names]
Federal Agencies:
· [Agency Names]
Municipal and Regional Agencies:
· [Agency Names]
Aboriginal Groups identified in the Section 11 Order:
· [Aboriginal Groups]
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The Table of Contents for  the AIR Template  provides the core structure for organizing information in the AIR and should be followed as much as possible in the Application. Deviations, other than additional subheadings, should be discussed with the Project Lead.
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[bookmark: _Toc428181765]Table of Concordance
A Table of Concordance will be included in the Application.  The Table of Concordance will demonstrate where the requirements in the AIR are found in the Application, with volume, section, and page references and following the format of Table 1.  A well-constructed Table of Concordance will assist in a timely application evaluation to determine whether the application contains the required information.Table 1 includes an example using fish.  This example can be deleted in the AIR.


[bookmark: _Toc427072157]Table 1:	Example Table of Concordance between AIR and Application
	AIR Section & Page No.
	AIR Title
	AIR Section Language
	Application Section Title
	Application Volume Section, Sub-Section, Page Number
	Relevant Appendix

	Pages 22-29
	Fish – Approach
	The Application will include description of the study methodology used to assess potential adverse effects on fish.
	Fish – Study Methodology
	Volume 2
Section 4.1.2
Page 5-55
	Volume 6
Appendix K





[bookmark: _Toc428181766]Abbreviations and AcronymsThe Application must include a list of all acronyms and abbreviations used and their definitions.  This list will likely be an expanded version of the above list.
A list of abbreviations and acronyms used in the AIR must be included here.

· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]
· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]
· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]
· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]
· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]
· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]
· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]
· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]
· [Abbreviation/Acronym] – [Full Text]



[bookmark: _Toc428181767]Application SummaryThe purpose of the Application Summary document is to give public/readers an overview of the project, issues and mitigation approaches.  Length should generally be kept to 20 to 30 pages.  The summary should be written in plain language. 

The Application will include a summary, including the following:
· A summary of the proposed Project including the project scope, project benefits and applicable permits.  If the proponent has already requested or intends to request concurrent permitting, this will also be stated;
· A brief overview of the assessment process including project reviewability, and the pre-application and application review stages of the EA;
· A brief overview of consultation approaches with Aboriginal groups, the public and government agencies to date;
· A summary of the key issues raised by Aboriginal groups, the public and government agencies;
· A summary of key adverse effects on Aboriginal Interests and mitigation measures;
· A summary of key effects, proposed mitigation measures and residual and cumulative effects on Valued Components; and
· Proponent’s conclusions regarding the potential for significant adverse effects on Valued Components.
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[bookmark: _Toc428181768]Part A - Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc428181769]Overview of Proposed Project Proponent Description
A description of the Proponent is included in the Project Description at [Link to Project Description on EAO’s website].To avoid duplication, the AIR does not need to include the same details that are contained in the proponent’s Project Description, but should instead provide a link to the proponent’s Project Description and include select specified details in sections 1.1 and 1.2 of the AIR
If there is new information which is not in the linked document, highlight it in the AIR.

The Application will:
· Describe the Proponent, including history, type of company or organization, affiliations;
· Provide contact information for the Proponent; and
· Include a list of parties involved in the preparation of the Application, their qualifications, and the section(s) for which they were responsible.
[bookmark: _Toc428181770]Description of Proposed Project
A description of the proposed Project is included in the Project Description at [Link to Project Description on EAO’s website].
The Application will:
· Describe the purpose of the proposed Project from the perspective of the Proponent, and identify whether the objectives of the proposed Project relate to any broader private or public sector policies, plans, or programs;
· Describe the location of the proposed Project and the latitude and longitude coordinates of the site and include maps showing both regional context (identifying  nearby communities and geographic features) and the specific location of the proposed project;
· Describe the location of the proposed Project relative to Aboriginal groups’ asserted traditional territories, and/or Treaty Nation territories;
· Describe all phases of the proposed Project, including their duration and proposed scheduling;
· Describe all on-site and off-site components associated with the proposed Project, with figures;
· Describe the activities associated with the components and phases of the proposed Project, with figures;
· Discuss the relevant history of the proposed Project, including exploratory or investigative history;
· Summarize existing and planned land and marine use that overlaps or may be potentially impacted by the proposed Project components and activities, including:
· Land ownership [e.g. private land, provincial Crown land, federal land (including Indian Reserves), Aboriginal title];
· Local government zoning or plans;
· Tenures (municipal, provincial, federal), licences, permits or other authorizations; 
· Non-tenured current land uses; 
· Current and planned  marine use plans;
· Provincial land use plans (e.g. Land and Resource Management Plans) and provincial land use designations (e.g. Agricultural Land Reserve, Old Growth Management Areas, Forests and Range Practices Act designations) and provincial land use management objectives
· Any other development or activities, whether or not directly related to the proposed Project;
· Maps showing location of other uses referenced above in relation to the proposed Project; and
· References to the Application section that assesses land use and potential overlaps/impacts in more detail.
· Describe the project’s economic benefits.
· Capital construction cost estimates, including:
· Breakdown of costs (e.g. land, buildings, equipment) associated with the proposed Project;
· Estimated operating costs over the life of the proposed Project, including breakdown of costs by category (e.g. labour, supplies and materials, administration); and
· Estimated costs for decommissioning/closure/abandonment/reclamation.
· Employment estimates including:
· Direct employment to be created, by job category by project phase, in number of person year (PY) jobs for construction and decommissioning and full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs for operations.  Direct employment estimates will  be broken down into full-time, part-time and seasonal job categories;
· Average wages, by major job category, for the construction and operating periods;
· Breakdown of jobs that will be filled from local, provincial, national or international labour markets;
· Indirect and induced employment to be generated, by project phase; and
· Information about an employment strategy, if any.
· Contractor supply services estimates including:
· List of the major types of businesses/contractors to be used, broken down at the local, provincial, and national level, by project phase;
· Value of supply of service contracts expected, by project phase; and
· Information about a local purchasing strategy, if any. 
· Annual government revenues, by type (e.g. income tax, licence rent, property tax, mineral tax) and jurisdiction (e.g. local, provincial, federal), for all phases of the proposed Project;
· Any benefits the project may have to the five pillars of assessment (Environmental, Economic, Social, Health and Heritage);
· All Canadian dollar estimates will  be provided in real dollars, with an explanation of how they are measured (e.g. discount rates); and
· State all assumptions and references for the above information.

[bookmark: _Toc428181771]Applicable AuthorizationsNote that if the proposed project will require a federal authority to exercise a power or perform a duty or function conferred on it under any federal Act other than CEAA 2012, the proponent will need to consider certain environmental effects listed in subsection 5(2) of CEAA 2012, in addition to those listed in subsection 5(1).
This should be reflected in the Authorization Table below.

[image: ]A list of required authorizations, to the extent that was known at the time, is available in the Project Description at [Link to Project Description on EAO’s website].
The Application will:
· List in table format (see example below) all applicable licenses, permits and/or approvals that are already received or required for the phases of the proposed Project, and the associated responsible regulatory body; and
· State if the proponent has or intends to request concurrent permitting under the Act pursuant to the Concurrent Approval Regulation (BC Reg. 371/2002).

[bookmark: _Toc427072158]Table 2:	Authorization Table
	Name of Authorization
	Statute and Authorizing Agency
	Description Need for Authorization

	[Name]
	[Statute, Level of Government]
	[Description]

	[Name]
	[Statute, Level of Government]
	[Description]

	[Name]
	[Statute, Level of Government]
	[Description]



[bookmark: _Toc428181772]Project Design and/or Alternative Means of Carrying out the Project
Include the following:
· Any specific alternatives already considered (e.g. components and activities that will be considered in the Application);
· The methodology, including the specific criteria that will be used to evaluate the alternatives.  For substituted project, criteria should include the relevant environmental effects listed under Section 5 of CEAA 2012.
The Application will include:
· An assessment of the alternative means of carrying out the proposed Project that are technically and economically feasible including, but not limited to, the alternatives identified in the AIR;
· The rationale and criteria used to select the proposed means of undertaking the proposed project; and
· The methodology and criteria used in the assessment of alternatives including those environmental effects listed under section 5 of CEAA 2012 for Substituted EAs.

[bookmark: _Toc428181773]Alternatives to the Proposed Project
Include the following:
· The specific alternatives to the proposed Project that will be considered in the Application.
The Application will include:Section 1.3 may not be necessary for all EAs.  Proponents should discuss this section with EAO as soon as practicable.
Please Note:  Proponents for proposed mining projects should discuss with EAO additional assessment requirements related to Tailings Management.

· An assessment of the alternatives to the proposed Project that were technically and economically feasible including, but not limited to, the alternatives identified in the AIR.


[bookmark: _Toc428181774]Environmental Assessment Process
[bookmark: _Toc428181775]Provincial EA Process
The Application will include:
· A statement that the proposed Project is subject to review under the Act, identifying the trigger(s) for the review under the Act;
· A statement that the Application has been developed pursuant to the AIR approved by EAO and complies with relevant instructions provided in the section 11 Order and any other direction provided by EAO;
· A table documenting applicable milestones, including, but not limited to, issuance of section 10 and 11 Orders, working group meetings, any public comment periods or open houses and the issuance of the AIR), including links to documents on EAO’s public website;
· A list of the government agencies and Aboriginal Groups that participated in the EA; a summary of their participation; and,  a list of the key issues raised by each party and the status of issue resolution.(The Proponent will cross-reference, as appropriate, other sections of the Application that deal further with consultation and issues raised); and
· A summary of public participation in the EA, a list of the key issues raised, and the status of issue resolution (with cross-references, as appropriate, to other sections of the Application that deal further with consultation and issues raised).

[bookmark: _Toc428181776]Federal EA ProcessThis section may not be necessary for all EAs.  Proponents should discuss this section with EAO as soon as practicable.
Inclusion of this section is of particular importance when the scope of the assessment is different between the federal and provincial processes.

The Application will include:
· The relevant review threshold that has been met under the federal Regulations Designating Physical Activities;
· Whether the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency has determined that a federal EA is required, including a link to the relevant documents on the CEAA Registry
· Whether the proposed Project is undergoing a substituted, coordinated, or other type of federal and provincial review process; and
· A table documenting applicable completed and upcoming federal milestones. Milestones include, but are not limited to, any public comment periods, notice of commencement, and finalization of the Environmental Impact Statement Guidelines.
For Substituted Projects, the Application must also include
· In table format, an overview of the approach to address CEAA 2012 requirements (e.g. how the federal requirements align with the VC selection and assessments).
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Assessment of Environmental, Economic, Social, Heritage and Health Effects


[image: ][image: ]

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc428181777]Part B - Assessment of Environmental, Economic, Social, Heritage and Health Effects
0. [bookmark: _Assessment_Methodology][bookmark: _Toc428181778]Assessment Methodology
This section of the Application must describe the methods used to assess the potential adverse effects of the Project. The assessment methodology must be based on the EAO’s Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects (September 2013).[  Any other key policy or guidance documents that will be used to support the Application must be identified here.]
[bookmark: _Issues_Scoping_and][bookmark: _Toc428181779]Issues Scoping and Selection of Valued Components 
Include the following:
· A list of selected VCs;
The Application will summarize the process and methodologies used to identify and select the VCs for assessment.  The Application will also include the rationale for any differences in the list of VCs presented in the Application from those listed in the final AIR.
See EAO’s Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects for a more detailed discussion about the methodology.
[bookmark: _Toc427071258][bookmark: _Toc427072162]Figure 1	Summary of Methodological Steps

[image: ]


[bookmark: _Assessment_Boundaries][bookmark: _Toc428181780]Assessment Boundaries
Spatial, Temporal, Administrative and Technical BoundariesNote Regarding Boundary Discrepancies:  If the spatial, temporal, administrative or technical boundaries in the Application differ from those specified in the final AIR, EAO must approve the modified boundaries before the Application is submitted.

The Application will describe the methods used in identifying spatial, temporal, administrative and technical boundaries.  Information on spatial, temporal, administrative and technical boundaries for specific VCs will be included in the appropriate VC sections of this document and will encompass all relevant project phases, components and activities.  The Application will include the rationale for any differences in boundaries from those presented in the final AIR.

[bookmark: _Existing_Conditions][bookmark: _Toc428181781]Existing Conditions
For each VC section, (Environmental, Economic, Social, Heritage and Health), the Application will include: A description of the existing (or baseline) conditions within the study area in sufficient detail to enable potential project-VC interactions to be identified, understood, and assessed:
· A description of the quality and reliability of the existing (or baseline) data and its applicability for the purpose used, including any gaps, insufficiencies and uncertainties, particularly for the purpose of monitoring activities;
· Reference to natural and/or human-caused trends that may alter the environmental, economic, social, heritage and health setting, irrespective of the changes that may occur as a result of the proposed Project or other project and/or activities in the area;
· An explanation of if and how other past and present projects and activities in the study area have affected or are affecting each VC;
· Documentation of the methods and data sources used to compile information on existing (or baseline) conditions, including any standards or guidelines followed;
· Where additional project and VC-specific field studies are conducted, the scope and methods to be used will follow published documents pertaining to data collection and analysis methods, where these are available.  Where methods used for the assessment deviate from applicable published guidance, the rationale for the variance will be provided in the Application; and
· Description of what Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK), including Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge, was used in the VC assessment.
The Application will contain the existing (or baseline) technical reports in the Appendices and will summarize key findings contained in these technical reports directly in the Application, in a manner that allows the reader to understand each VC’s effects assessment.

[bookmark: _Potential_Effects][bookmark: _Toc428181782]Potential Effects
The Application will summarize the overall process and methodologies used to identify and assess the potential effects of the proposed Project on the identified VCs.
To support the identification of potential effects on VCs that may result from all phases of a proposed Project, it is useful to begin by identifying the potential interactions between the various physical works and activities and the selected VCs.
This is often achieved using a simple matrix and an example is included in the Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects.
Preliminary evaluation of identified project-VC interactions may also reveal key interactions that have greater potential to result in significant adverse residual effects or to be of particular concern to government, Aboriginal groups, or the public.  This allows the assessment to be focused on these more important interactions.
For those project-VC interactions carried forward in the assessment, the potential effects, both adverse and beneficial (if any) arising from those interactions, should be described in clear language and enough detail to enable a non-technical reviewer to understand the cause, type, and nature of potential effects.

For each VC section, the Application will:For all environmental components listed in subsection 5(1) or 5(2) of CEAA 2012, the Application must describe whether potential environmental effects, including cumulative impacts, have been identified.
If no impacts are identified for an environmental component listed in subsection 5(1) or 5(2) of CEAA 2012, the Application must provide analysis to substantiate this finding.

· Identify the potential interactions of the proposed Project and the considered and selected VCs;
· Identify and describe the potential adverse effects resulting from the proposed Project; 
· Demonstrate how feedback from Aboriginal Groups, the public, stakeholders and government agencies on VC selection and assessment was incorporated, as appropriate.
The Application will identify any project activity-VC interactions that were excluded from further assessment, including the methods and criteria used to justify the exclusion and input received from EAO, government agencies, Aboriginal groups and the public regarding the exclusion.A summary of excluded project activity / VC interactions with a reference to an approved Valued Component Selection Document is also acceptable.


[bookmark: _Mitigation_Measures][bookmark: _Toc428181783]Mitigation Measures
For each VC section, the Application will:In addition to the guidance in EAO’s Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects the Ministry of Environment’s Environmental Mitigation Policy (EMP) and associated Procedures provide additional guidance regarding the mitigation of adverse effects.
Project specific questions regarding the application of this policy can be discussed with the project lead.

· Describe the approach to identify and analyze mitigation measures, including any management and compensation plans proposed by the Proponent, which will be implemented to address potential effects;
· Describe the mitigation measures incorporated into the project, including site and route selection, project scheduling, project design (e.g. equipment selection, placement, emissions abatement measures), and construction and operation procedures and practices;
· Describe any standard mitigation assumed or proposed to be implemented, including consideration of best management practices, environmental management plans, environmental protection plans, contingency plans, emergency response plans, and other general practices;
· Clearly indicate how the mitigation measures will mitigate the potential adverse effects on the VC; 
· Provide the rationale for the proposed mitigation measures, including why further avoidance or reduction measures for adverse effects may not be considered feasible, and the need for and scope of any proposed compensation or offset;
· Evaluate the anticipated success of each mitigation measure and describe rationale and analysis for these evaluations.  If there is little relevant/applicable experience with a proposed mitigation measure and there may be some question as to its effectiveness, describe the potential risks and uncertainties associated with use of the mitigation; 
· Include the time required for mitigation to become effective, to enable understanding of the duration of residual effects and the temporal characteristics of reversibility; and
· Summarize the mitigation measures for potential Project effects by project phase and identify any mitigation measures that are in management or compensation plans.

[bookmark: _Characterization_of_Residual][bookmark: _Toc428181784]Characterization of Residual Effects
Provide the following:
· A summary of the process and methodology proposed to characterize adverse effects.
The Application will describe, in a table format, the residual effects using the residual effects criteria context, magnitude, extent, duration, reversibility, and frequency, as defined in EAO's Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects.  Where feasible, these criteria will be described quantitatively in the Application for each VC.  When residual effects cannot be characterized quantitatively, the Application will characterize these effects qualitatively.  Definitions will be provided when qualitative terms are used. Residual effects are those adverse effects remaining after the implementation of all mitigation measures, and therefore are the expected consequences of the reviewable project for the selected VCs.  To inform the determination of the significance of a residual (adverse) effect, it is necessary to characterize the residual project effect.
Guidance on characterization of residual effects can be found in the Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects.

The use of any qualitative terms (e.g. high, moderate, low, etc.) will be accompanied by distinct definitions for each of these rankings.  An explanation will be included for the conclusion reached for each criterion used to characterize a residual effect.
When residual effects on a VC are determined and the VC is also considered a “pathway” for other potential effects on other VCs, the Application will identify the linkages between the VCs and the discipline-specific studies to which the information has been forwarded for further evaluation.

[bookmark: _Likelihood][bookmark: _Toc428181785]LikelihoodLikelihood refers to whether a residual effect is likely to occur.  This may be influenced by a variety of factors, such as the likelihood of a causal disturbance occurring, or the likelihood of mitigation being successful.

The Application will assess the likelihood for all residual adverse effects using appropriate quantitative or qualitative terms and sufficient description to understand how the conclusions were reached.  Definitions of any qualitative terms, such as ‘low’, ‘moderate’, or ‘high’ probability will be provided.

[bookmark: _Proponent’s_Determination_of][bookmark: _Toc428181786]Proponent’s Determination of SignificanceThe potential for significant residual (adverse) effects is a key consideration in determining whether an EAC is issued for a project.  It is therefore important to ensure the determination of significance is clearly documented and explained in the assessment.  In particular, the assessment should clearly define how the term ‘significance’ has been used in relation to each VC.

The Application will present the process and methodology used to define and evaluate the significance of residual effects, including how the term “significance” has been used in relation to each VC using quantitative and qualitative thresholds.
A conclusion of significance of residual adverse effects will be provided for each VC.

[bookmark: _Confidence_and_Risk][bookmark: _Toc428181787]Confidence and RiskOnce a residual effect prediction has been described in terms of likelihood and significance, it is important to explain the level of confidence in each prediction.  Specifying the level of confidence associated with these determinations allows the decision-maker to better evaluate the risk associated with the project and proposed monitoring, adaptive management or other follow-up programs.

The Application will summarize the process and methodology used to evaluate the levels of confidence associated with residual effects predictions and in particular, how any identified uncertainty may affect either the likelihood or the significance of the predicted residual effect.  The Application will also describe any measures to reduce uncertainty through monitoring, adaptive management or other follow-up programs. 
The Application will summarize the process and methodology used to determine if additional risk analysis is required.  If additional risk analysis is required, the Application will summarize the process and methodology used for this analysis and the conclusions, including the range of likely, plausible and possible outcomes with respect to likelihood and significance.

[bookmark: _Toc428181788]Cumulative Effects Assessment
[bookmark: _Identifying_Past,_Present]Identifying Past, Present or Reasonably Foreseeable Projects and/or Activities
As identified in EAO’s Guideline for the Selection of Valued Components and Assessment of Potential Effects, the Application must use the steps outlined in the figure below to determine residual project effects and the subsequent cumulative effects assessment:
[bookmark: _Toc427071259][bookmark: _Toc427072163]Figure 2	Steps to Determine Residual Project & Cumulative Effects


The following development categories will be considered in the Application:
· Projects or activities that have already been built or conducted for which the environmental effects overlap with those of the proposed Project (i.e. certain); and
· Projects that are either proposed (public disclosure) or have been approved to be built, but are not yet built, for which the environmental effects overlap the proposed Project (i.e. reasonably foreseeable).
Provide the following:
· A preliminary list of past, present and reasonably foreseeable projects and activities that will, at a minimum, be included in the cumulative effects assessment; and
· A proposed cut-off date for incorporating any new future developments in the cumulative effects assessment in the Application, and a rationale for the proposed date.
The Application will describe the methodology for identifying potential interactions between residual project effects and the effects of other developments, including a description of the following: Discuss this cut-off date with your project lead.

· The spatial boundaries for the cumulative effects assessment for each VC, including maps;
· The spatial and temporal boundaries of other developments; and
· The potential for interaction (spatial and temporal) and linkages (overlap) of VCs with other developments.
The Application will include:
· A table of all past, present and reasonably foreseeable developments that will be included in the cumulative effects assessment, should one be required for a particular VC; 
· A general description of the information sources used to identify reasonably foreseeable developments and activities; and
· A map showing the location of the projects and activities.
[bookmark: _Conducting_a_Cumulative]Conducting a Cumulative Effects Assessment
The Application will summarize the process and methodology used to conduct the cumulative effects assessment, including the identification of potential cumulative effects, identification of additional mitigation measures, and evaluation of any (residual) cumulative effects using the same methodology described above in sections 3.6 to 3.9 of this AIR template.

[bookmark: _Follow-up_Strategy][bookmark: _Toc428181789]Follow-up Strategy
Where a residual adverse effect and/or cumulative effect has been identified for a specific VC, the Application will include a description of a follow-up strategy, where appropriate, that:
· Identifies the measures to evaluate the accuracy of the original effects prediction;
· Identifies the measures to evaluate the effectiveness of proposed mitigation measures; and
· Proposes an appropriate strategy to apply in the event that original predictions of effects and mitigation effectiveness are not as expected.  This includes reference to further mitigation, involvement of key stakeholders, Aboriginal groups, government agencies and any other measures deemed necessary to manage the issue.



[bookmark: _Environmental_Effects_Assessment][bookmark: _Toc428181790]Environmental Effects Assessment
The Application will include an assessment of Environmental Effects VCs identified in the AIR.  The assessment will be conducted in accordance with the methodology specified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of the AIR, using the organizational structure demonstrated in this section.VCs can be grouped under sub-headings to assist in document organization.
Repeat the content for each VC group in accordance with the structure identified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template.


[bookmark: _Toc428181791]Valued Component or Valued Component Group
Provide the following:
· The specific VCs and key indicators that will be assessed for the VC group.
If a proposed project may result in effects as defined in subsections 5(1) and 5(2) of CEAA 2012, the AIR must clearly demonstrate that any potential subsection 5(1) or 5(2) effects will be considered and reported in a manner that will enable a conclusion to be reached on the significance of any adverse effect after taking mitigation into account for the purposes of CEAA 2012 decision-making.
The VC sections should include the technical analysis to support the CEAA 2012 5(1) and 5(2) requirements, and the specific effects related to 5(1) and 5(2) should be discussed and reported in section 11.

The Application will identify the VCs selected for assessment according to the methodology specified in section 3.1 Issues Scoping and Selection of Valued Components.  The Application will also include the rationale for any differences in the list of VCs presented in the Application from those listed in the final AIR.Repeat Section 4.1 for each VC or VC group - e.g. Wildlife

Context and Boundaries
Provide the following:
· A description of the spatial, temporal, administrative and technical study area boundaries, as applicable for the VC, including maps, in a manner consistent with section 3.2 Assessment Boundaries of this AIR template.
The Application will identify the spatial, temporal, administrative and technical study area boundaries, as applicable of the VC, including maps, in a manner consistent with 3.2 Assessment Boundaries of the AIR Template.
Existing Conditions
Provide the following:
· A description of the approach to collecting baseline information, including any planned field programs, desktop studies or modelling and reference to any applicable standards or methods for baseline information collection;
· A summary of the regulatory or government context for the management of the VC; and
· Reference to any technical reports related to the VC that will be provided with Application.
The Application will summarize existing conditions in a manner consistent with section 3.3 Existing Conditions of this AIR template.
Potential Effects
Provide the following:
· A summary of anticipated VC interactions with project components or activities.
The Application will identify potential adverse effects to the VC in a manner consistent with section 3.4 Potential Effects of this AIR template.
Mitigation Measures
The Application will identify measures to avoid, manage or otherwise mitigate potential adverse effects to the VC in a manner consistent with section 3.5 Mitigation Measures of this AIR template.  Relevant management plans will be referenced.  Linkages to other sections in the Application must be identified.
Residual Effects and their Significance
Where an adverse residual effect is identified, the Application will characterize the residual effect based on the context, magnitude, extent, duration, reversibility, and frequency as described in section 3.6 Characterization of Residual Effects of this AIR template.
Where an adverse residual effect is identified, the Application will also describe the likelihood, Proponent’s significance determination and predictive confidence, in accordance with sections 3.7 Likelihood, 3.8 Proponent’s Determination of Significance and 3.9 Confidence and Risk of this AIR template.
Cumulative Effects and their Significance
If a residual effect is identified, unless stated otherwise by EAO, the Application will:
· Determine whether any cumulative interactions between residual effects of the proposed Project and the potential residual effects of other developments, based on the preliminary list of past, present and reasonably foreseeable developments provided in the AIR, are likely to occur, consistent with section 3.10.1 Identifying Past, Present or Reasonably Foreseeable Projects and/or Activities of this AIR template;
· Conduct a cumulative effects assessment consistent with section 3.10.2 Conducting a Cumulative Effects Assessment of this AIR template;
· Identify any additional mitigation measures, consistent with section 3.5 Mitigation Measures of this AIR template; and
· Where an adverse residual cumulative effect is identified, the Application will also describe the likelihood, Proponent’s significance determination and predictive confidence, in accordance with sections 3.7 Likelihood, 3.8 Proponent’s Determination of Significance and 3.9 Confidence and Risk of this AIR template.
Follow-up Strategy
Where a residual effect and/or cumulative effect have been identified, the Application will include a description of a follow-up strategy that is consistent with section 3.11 Follow-up Strategy of this AIR template.



[bookmark: _Toc428181792]Economic Effects AssessmentVCs can be grouped under sub-heading to assist in document organization.  Only VCs with the potential for adverse effects should be included.
Repeat the content for each VC group in accordance with the structure identified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template.
For pillars where no valued components are to be assessed, a statement to that effect will suffice under the relevant pillar category.

Provide the following:
· The specific VCs and key indicators that will be assessed for the VC group;
· The spatial, temporal, administrative and technical study area boundaries, as applicable for the VC, including maps, in a manner consistent with section 3.2 Assessment Boundaries of this AIR template;
· The approach to collecting baseline information, including any planned field programs, desktop studies or modelling and reference to any applicable standards or methods for baseline information collection;
· A Summary of the regulatory or government context for the management of the VC;
· Reference to any technical reports related to the VC that will be provided with Application; and
· A summary of anticipated VC interactions with project components or activities.
The AIR must require that the Application will describe any effects of a change in the environment on the socio-economic conditions of Aboriginal peoples and the effects of any change to the environment directly linked or necessarily incidental to federal decisions on overall socio-economic conditions.
Where there is the potential for a change to the environment to result in a socio-economic effect with respect to Aboriginal peoples, the proponent will make efforts to collect data relating to the particular socio-economic effect with respect to Aboriginal peoples that is resulting specifically from an environmental effect.
The AIR must require that the Application will also describe any effects of a change in the environment on the Aboriginal groups’ current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes.
If it is determined that the proposed project will not result in an environmental effect defined in subsection 5(1) or 5(2) of CEAA 2012 (e.g. there will be no change to the environment that affects the socio-economic health of Aboriginal peoples), a rationale to substantiate this conclusion must be provided in either the AIR or the Application.  In the presence of a defensible rationale, no further assessment of a specified section 5 environmental effect is required.

The Application will include an assessment of economic VCs identified in the AIR.  The assessment will be conducted in accordance with the methodology specified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template and reported using the organizational structure demonstrated in the section 4.0 Environmental Effects Assessment.



[bookmark: _Toc428181793]Social Effects AssessmentVCs can be grouped under sub-heading to assist in document organization.  Only VC’s with the potential for adverse effects should be included.
Repeat the content for each VC group in accordance with the structure identified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template.
For pillars where no valued components are to be assessed, a statement to that effect will suffice under the relevant pillar category.

Provide the following:
· The specific VCs and key indicators that will be assessed for the VC group;
· The spatial, temporal, administrative and technical study area boundaries, as applicable for the VC, including maps, in a manner consistent with section 3.2 Assessment Boundaries of this AIR template;
· The approach to collecting baseline information, including any planned field programs, desktop studies or modelling and reference to any applicable standards or methods for baseline information collection;
· A Summary of the regulatory or government context for the management of the VC;
· Reference to any technical reports related to the VC that will be provided with Application; and 
· A summary of anticipated VC interactions with project components or activities.
The AIR must require that the Application will describe any effects of a change in the environment on the socio-economic conditions of Aboriginal peoples and the effects of any change to the environment directly linked or necessarily incidental to federal decisions on overall socio-economic conditions.
Where there is the potential for a change to the environment to result in a socio-economic effect with respect to Aboriginal peoples, the proponent will make efforts to collect data relating to the particular socio-economic effect with respect to Aboriginal peoples that is resulting specifically from an environmental effect.
The AIR must require that the Application will also describe any effects of a change in the environment on the Aboriginal groups’ current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes.
If it is determined that the proposed project will not result in an environmental effect defined in subsection 5(1) or 5(2) of CEAA 2012 (e.g. there will be no change to the environment that affects the socio-economic health of Aboriginal peoples), a rationale to substantiate this conclusion must be provided in either the AIR or the Application.  In the presence of a defensible rationale, no further assessment of a specified section 5 environmental effect is required.

The Application will include an assessment of social VCs identified in the AIR.  The assessment will be conducted in accordance with the methodology specified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template and reported using the organizational structure demonstrated in the section 4.0 Environmental Effects Assessment.



[bookmark: _Toc428181794]Heritage Effects Assessment
Provide the following:VCs can be grouped under sub-heading to assist in document organization.  Only VC’s with the potential for adverse effects should be included.
Repeat the content for each VC group in accordance with the structure identified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template.
For pillars where no valued components are to be assessed, a statement to that effect will suffice under the relevant pillar category.
Reference: Historic Places in British Columbia

· The specific VCs and key indicators that will be assessed for the VC group;
· The spatial, temporal, administrative and technical study area boundaries, as applicable for the VC, including maps, in a manner consistent with section 3.2 Assessment Boundaries of this AIR template;
· The approach to collecting baseline information, including any planned field programs, desktop studies or modelling and reference to any applicable standards or methods for baseline information collection;
· A Summary of the regulatory or government context for the management of the VC;
· Reference to any technical reports related to the VC that will be provided with Application; and
· A summary of anticipated VC interactions with project components or activities.
The AIR must require the Application to describe:
· Any effects of a change in the environment on physical and cultural heritage and/or any structure, site or thing that is of historical, archaeological, paleontological or architectural significance to Aboriginal peoples; and 
· Any effects of any change to the environment directly linked or necessarily incidental to federal decisions on physical and cultural heritage and/or any structure, site or thing that is of historical, archaeological, paleontological or architectural significance.
If it is determined that the proposed project will not result in an environmental effect defined in subsection 5(1) or 5(2) of CEAA 2012 (e.g. there will be no change to the environment that affects physical and cultural heritage of Aboriginal peoples), a rationale to substantiate this conclusion must be provided in either the AIR or the Application.  In the presence of a defensible rationale, no further assessment of a specified section 5 environmental effect is required.

The Application will include an assessment of heritage VCs identified in the AIR.  The assessment will be conducted in accordance with the methodology specified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template and reported using the organizational structure demonstrated in section 4.0 Environmental Effects Assessment.



[bookmark: _Toc428181795]Health Effects AssessmentVCs can be grouped under sub-heading to assist in document organization.  Only VC’s with the potential for adverse effects should be included.
Repeat the content for each VC group in accordance with the structure identified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template.
For pillars where assessment of valued components is not conducted, a statement to that effect will suffice under the relevant pillar category.

Provide the following:
· The specific VCs and key indicators that will be assessed for the VC group;
· The spatial, temporal, administrative and technical study area boundaries, as applicable for the VC, including maps, in a manner consistent with section 3.2 Assessment Boundaries of this AIR template;
· The approach to collecting baseline information, including any planned field programs, desktop studies or modelling, and reference to any applicable standards or methods for baseline information collection;
· A Summary of the regulatory or government context for the management of the VC;
· Reference to any technical reports related to the VC that will be provided with Application; and
· A summary of anticipated VC interactions with project components or activities.
The AIR must require that the Application will describe the effects occurring in Canada of any change that may be caused to the environment by the proposed project with respect to the health conditions of Aboriginal peoples.
If it is determined that the proposed project will not result in an environmental effect defined in subsection 5(1) or 5(2) of CEAA 2012 (e.g. there will be no changes to the environment that affects the health of Aboriginal peoples), a rationale to substantiate this conclusion must be provided in either the AIR or the Application.  In the presence of a defensible rationale, no further assessment of a specified section 5 environmental effect is required.

The Application will include an assessment of health VCs identified in the AIR.  The assessment will be conducted in accordance with the methodology specified in section 3.0 Assessment Methodology of this AIR template and reported using the organizational structure demonstrated in section 4.0 Environmental Effects Assessment.



[bookmark: _Toc428181796]Accidents and Malfunctions
The Application will include the following:The application should provide a risk-based approach for the assessment of accidents and malfunctions during all phases of the proposed Project.
The assessment approach should evaluate accidents and malfunctions risk (including scenarios) by examining the likelihood of an incident and the consequences of the incident to each relevant VC of the environment, economic, social, heritage or health pillars.
The results of the risk-based assessment should be used to develop plans to reduce or eliminate the likelihood of an incident (i.e. prevent an accident or malfunction) or reduce the consequence of incidents.
Please Note:  Proponents for proposed mining projects should discuss with EAO additional assessment requirements related to Tailings Management.
Categories of likelihood (i.e. low, medium, high) and consequences should be clearly defined.

· Identification of potential accidents and malfunctions;
· Provide a preliminary list of accidents and malfunctions that could occur in any phase of the proposed Project to be assessed in the Application.
· The overall methodology for assessing the potential risk of an event (likelihood and consequence);
· Definitions of each category of likelihood;
· Definitions for each category of consequence;
· An assessment of the likelihood of the event occurring, based on historical trends and predictive models;
· Identification of proposed measures to reduce the likelihood of the event;
· Assessment of consequence of the event, in a manner consistent with the direct effects assessment,Consideration of potential accidents and malfunctions must also include specific reference to environmental effects as they are identified in section 5 of CEAA 2012.

· Identification of measures to mitigate the consequences to valued components; and
· Conclusions on the potential risk (likelihood multiplied by consequence) of the accident or malfunction.



[bookmark: _Toc428181797]Effects of the Environment on the Project
The Application will include:The Application should identify effects that the environment may have on the proposed Project, including environmental conditions with the potential to adversely affect the proposed Project in all phases.
The circumstances and likelihood under which these environmental conditions could occur will be assessed along with the potential likely adverse effects that may result from such environmental conditions.
The Application should take into account how local conditions and natural hazards, such as severe and/or extreme weather conditions and external events (e.g. flooding, landslides) could adversely affect the proposed Project and how this in turn could result in impacts to a specific VC.

· The environmental factors deemed to have possible consequences on the proposed project, including, but not necessarily limited to, consideration of natural hazards such as: 
· Provide a preliminary list of possible effects of the Environment that will be assessed in the Application;
· A description of any changes or effects on the proposed Project that may be caused by the above-mentioned environmental factors;
· The likelihood and consequence of the changes or effects to relevant VCs;
· Practical mitigation measures, including design strategies and environmental contingency plans, to avoid or minimize the likelihood and consequence of the effects of the environment on the proposed Project; andConsideration of the effects of the environment on the project must also include specific reference to environmental effects as they are identified in section 5 of CEAA 2012

· A conclusion about the potential risk of an effect of the environment on the proposed Project and to relevant VCs.



[bookmark: _Toc428181798]Summary of Statutory Requirements under CEAA 2012
(Substituted Projects Only)
For a substituted environmental assessment the results need to be reported in a way that will enable a determination of whether the project will result in adverse environmental effects as defined in subsections 5 (1) and 5(2) of CEAA 2012.  Proponents are advised to seek clarification on selection and assessment of valued components to inform the evaluation of environmental effects, as described under section 5 of CEAA 2012.
In this chapter the proponent must summarize how CEAA 2012 requirements were met by the analyses and assessment of Environmental, Social, Economic, Health and Heritage VCs in previous sections.  This summary must draw a clear line of sight from the VC Selection Document, the AIR and the analysis/assessment (e.g. determination of residual effects, cumulative effects, mitigation measures and significance) and the specific effect on Aboriginal peoples as described in section 5(1) c. 
PLEASE NOTE:	The analyses and assessment of 5 (1) (c) components must be conducted for each Aboriginal Group named on the Section 11 Order regardless of the depth of consultation.
If a proponent determines that a proposed project is not likely to result in an environmental effect as defined in section 5 of CEAA 2012 (e.g. there will be no trans-boundary environmental effects, or there will be no effects on migratory birds), a rationale to substantiate this conclusion must be provided in the Application.  In the presence of a defensible rationale, no further assessment is required.  If a project is likely to result in an environmental effect (e.g. there may or will be an effect on migratory birds), then that effect must be examined either as a valued component, sub-component, or indicator in the environmental assessment.  In all cases, the objective is to clearly demonstrate that the effects have been considered and to report them in a manner that enables a conclusion to be reached on the significance of any adverse effect after taking mitigation into account for the purposes of CEAA 2012 decision-making.

The Application will include:
· The specific VCs and key indicators that will be assessed for each of the factors listed in  Section 5(1) and 5 (2) of CEAA 2012;
· The spatial, temporal, administrative and technical study area boundaries, as applicable for the relevant VC, including maps, in a manner consistent with section 3.2 Assessment Boundaries of this AIR template;
· The approach to collecting baseline information, including any planned field programs, desktop studies or modeling and reference to any applicable standards or methods for baseline information collection;
· A Summary of the regulatory or government context for the management of the VC;
· Reference to any technical reports related to the VC that will be provided with Application; and 
· A summary of anticipated VC interactions with project components or activities.
CEAA 2012 Requirements under Subsections 5 (1) (a) (b) & (c) & 5 (2)
5. (1)	For the purposes of this Act, the environmental effects that are to be taken into account in relation to an act or thing, a physical activity, a designated project or a project are
(a)	a change that may be caused to the following components of the environment that are within the legislative authority of Parliament:
(i)	fish and fish habitat as defined in subsection 2(1) of the Fisheries Act,
(ii)	aquatic species as defined in subsection 2(1) of the Species at Risk Act,
(iii)	migratory birds as defined in subsection 2(1) of the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994, and
(iv)	any other component of the environment that is set out in Schedule 2;
(b)	a change that may be caused to the environment that would occur
(i)	on federal lands,
(ii)	in a province other than the one in which the act or thing is done or where the physical activity, the designated project or the project is being carried out, or
(iii)	outside Canada; and
(c)	with respect to aboriginal peoples, an effect occurring in Canada of any change that may be caused to the environment on
(i)	health and socio-economic conditions,
(ii)	physical and cultural heritage,
(iii)	the current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes, or
(iv)	any structure, site or thing that is of historical, archaeological, paleontological or architectural significance.
5. (2)	However, if the carrying out of the physical activity, the designated project or the project requires a federal authority to exercise a power or perform a duty or function conferred on it under any Act of Parliament other than this Act, the following environmental effects are also to be taken into account:
(a)	a change, other than those referred to in paragraphs (1)(a) and (b), that may be caused to the environment and that is directly linked or necessarily incidental to a federal authority’s exercise of a power or performance of a duty or function that would permit the carrying out, in whole or in part, of the physical activity, the designated project or the project; and
(b)	an effect, other than those referred to in paragraph (1)(c), of any change referred to in paragraph (a) on
(i)	health and socio-economic conditions,
(ii)	physical and cultural heritage, or
(iii)	any structure, site or thing that is of historical, archaeological, paleontological or architectural significance.
NOTE:	Proponents should clarify approach and seek guidance from EAO on meeting CEAA 2012 Requirements.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional details are available at:
Meeting Statutory Requirements under CEAA 2012 Paragraph 5(1)(c)
Meeting Statutory Requirement under CEAA Paragraphs (5)(1(a), 5(1)(b), 5(2)(a) and 5(2)(b)




The Application will also include the following additional information:
· A description of the linkages of the Section 5(1)(c) VCs with other VCs (both environmental effects and other relevant effects assessed in Part B) including any cumulative effects;
· A description or summary of any additional measures, beyond the mitigation measures described in the effects assessment to avoid, mitigate, or otherwise manage potential effects on subsection 5(1)(c) factors;
· A statement articulating the proponent’s determination of the significance determination of the effects of environmental change on all Section 5(1) & 5(2) factors; and
· A report on the views of Aboriginal Groups with respect to subsection 5(1)(c) effects as provided to the proponent.
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[bookmark: _Toc428181799]PART C – Aboriginal Consultation
0. [bookmark: _Toc428181800]Aboriginal Consultation
[bookmark: _Toc428181801]Aboriginal Interests
For the purpose of this document, the term “Aboriginal Groups” refers to those groups with whom EAO has directed the Proponent, through the issuance of the section 11 Order, to undertake procedural aspects of consultation.  The term “Aboriginal Interests” means, in respect of the Aboriginal Groups, asserted or determined aboriginal rights, including title, and treaty rights.
This section includes a discussion of potential adverse effects on Aboriginal Interests as a result of the proposed Project.  This section of the Application will also incorporate findings of the VC chapters in the Application that are relevant to Aboriginal Interests, including proposed mitigation measures.  Proponents are not required to make a determination of significance for adverse effects on Aboriginal Interests.
During the course of consultations, Aboriginal Groups may raise matters of concern that do not relate to an Aboriginal Interest.  This information should also be provided in the Application, and the section on “other matters of concern” may be adapted depending on the Aboriginal Groups involved in the EA.  Proponents are encouraged to discuss the content of this section with EAO as early as practicable.
The Application must report on the results of implementation of the Aboriginal Consultation Plan for each Aboriginal Group.  The Application must include a summary of consultation activities that were carried out by a proponent, as well as a report on the results of that consultation in terms of discussion of potential project effects on Aboriginal Interests and measures to reduce any potential effects.
PLEASE NOTE:  Nisga’a – if a proposed project requires consultation with Nisga’a, please contact the Project Lead for additional guidance.

The Aboriginal groups discussed in this section will include:
· [Name]
· [Name]
· [Name]
For each Aboriginal Group, the Application will include:
· A summary of past and planned consultation activities; 
· A summary of proposed changes to the Aboriginal Consultation Plan resulting from the Aboriginal Groups’ feedback, or experience from consultation to date, including any such changes which have been implemented;
· A summary of the key issues and concerns raised by Aboriginal Groups relevant to the environmental assessment, the Proponent’s responses to those issues and concerns, and the status of resolution;
· A map that identifies Indian Reserves and Aboriginal communities, for the Aboriginal Groups and the project location; 
· Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Traditional Land Use information, as available, with a description of how Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)  and Traditional Land Use Studies (TLUS)information was gathered and incorporated into the assessment of impacts of the proposed Project on Aboriginal Interests;
· A description of the Aboriginal Interests of each group identified through secondary research techniques or provided directly through consultation activities.  The description will include background information on ethnography, language, governance, economy and reserves;
· A description of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on Aboriginal Interests;
· A description or summary of mitigation measures to avoid or reduce potential adverse effects on Aboriginal Interests consistent with section 3.5 Mitigation Measures of this AIR template; 
· A characterization of the residual adverse effects on Aboriginal Interests after mitigation using the methodology described in sections 3.6 Characterization of Residual Effects, 3.7 Likelihood, and 3. 9 Confidence and Risk of this AIR template and incorporating the findings of the VC chapters in the Application that are relevant to Aboriginal interests;
· A summary of any outstanding Aboriginal Interests issues identified by Aboriginal groups; and
· A summary of publically available arrangements or agreements reached between the proponent and Aboriginal Groups.
Proponents should refer to EAO’s Guide to Involving Proponents when Consulting First Nations in the Environmental Assessment Process (2013) for additional information about consultation.
This completed section of the Application may form the basis of one of the Proponent’s Aboriginal Consultation Reports.
Proponents should discuss with Project Leads, including sharing the draft Aboriginal Consultation Report with Aboriginal Groups and how to demonstrate how any comments were considered.


[bookmark: _Toc428181802]Other Matters of Concern to Aboriginal Groups
The Application will include:
· A list of other matters of concern raised by Aboriginal Groups with respect to potential environmental, economic, social, heritage and health effects of the proposed Project, which have not already been considered in the discussion about Aboriginal Interests or in the statutory requirements under CEAA 2012 where applicable;
· A description (or summary if described elsewhere in the Application) of the mitigation measures to address potential effects on other matters of concern to Aboriginal Groups; 
· A characterization of the residual adverse effects after mitigation, in a manner consistent with assessment methodology in this AIR template; and
· A description of how these matters of concern have been addressed from the perspective of the Aboriginal Groups and the Proponent.  

[bookmark: _Toc428181803]Issue Summary Table
The Application will include:
· A Summary Table (see example below) that identifies Aboriginal Interests or other matters of concern to Aboriginal Groups that may be impacted by the proposed Project, and the measures to avoid, mitigate or otherwise manage the effects; and
· An Appendix, the Aboriginal Consultation Report, which contains comments received from Aboriginal Groups regarding this section of the Application.

[bookmark: _Toc427072159]Table 3:	Summary Table of the Results of Aboriginal Consultation related to Aboriginal Interests/Other Matters of Concern to Aboriginal Groups
	Aboriginal Group
	Consultation Stage / Information Source
	Issue – Aboriginal Interest
	Issue – Other Matters of Concern
	Analysis of Potential Effect
	Proposed Measures to Avoid, Mitigate or Otherwise Manage Effects
	Status of Issue
(e.g. resolved, ongoing resolution, referred to agency, etc.)
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[bookmark: _Toc428181804]Part D – Public Consultation
0. [bookmark: _Toc428181805]Public Consultation
An important objective of public consultation is for proponents to identify the issues of interest and concern to potentially impacted and/or interested communities.  Through discussion and information sharing, public consultation can improve project design and provide EA decision-makers with information about community knowledge and/or concerns regarding proposed projects undergoing an EA.  This section may carry forward and expand on related information from s. 1.2 of the Application.
Proponents must develop a Public Consultation Plan to EAO’s satisfaction, and must report on the results of public consultation activities periodically throughout an environmental assessment.
This section of the Application must report on the results of pre-Application consultation activities, and provide any updates to the consultation planned for Application Review.  Parts or all of this completed section of the Application may form the basis of one of the Proponents Public Consultation Reports.  Proponents should discuss with Project Leads.

The Application will include a report on the results of implementation of the approved Public Consultation Plan including:
· Background information:
· Identification of local governments, residents, property owners, and other rights holders who are potentially impacted by the proposed Project;
· Maps of local government boundaries, private land, tenures/authorizations, or residences with respect to the proposed Project; and
· Background information about each potentially affected municipality and/or stakeholder group.
· Public Consultation:
· A summary of the past and planned consultation activities;
· A summary of any proposed changes to the approved Public Consultation Plan as a result of feedback from local governments, stakeholders or individuals, or experience from consultation to date; and
· A description of the key issues raised by the public that are relevant to the EA, the responses to those issues, and the status of their resolution.Some of these issues may be discussed in a VC section (economic/social) that relates to competing land uses/overlaps.

· Summary Table:
· Identification of concerns raised by the public and the measures to avoid, reduce or mitigate those impacts.  This information will be provided in the form of a table.
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[bookmark: _Toc428181806]Part E - Management Plans and Follow-Up Programs
0. [bookmark: _Toc428181807]Management Plans
The Application will include: 
· A list of Management Plans for all phases of the proposed Project, including but not limited to:
· [Provide a preliminary list of Management Plans with a summary of the contents of the plans.]
· A comprehensive description of the contents of each Management Plan, including the identification of any mitigation measures described in previous sections that will be included within the plans.



[bookmark: _Toc428181808]Monitoring & Follow-up Programs 
The Application will include:The reporting structure will include the type and frequency of reports to be submitted to EAO and/or other regulatory federal or provincial agencies as proposed by the proponent.
If the Project receives an EA Certificate, the Certificate will include a condition that requires the certificate holder to provide EAO regular reports detailing their assessment of the Project’s compliance with certificate conditions.
Note that these compliance self-reports are in addition to compliance inspections that will be undertaken by EAO.
Proponents should be aware that EAO posts compliance reports prepared as a condition of the EA Certificate on the EAO website.

· A description of the monitoring and follow-up programs the Proponent will implement, including their activities, objectives and reporting; and
· Reporting structure as identified within the environmental management plans, monitoring plans and EA Certificate Conditions.
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[bookmark: _Toc428181809]Part F - Conclusions
0. [bookmark: _Toc428181810]Conclusions
The Application will:
· Provide the Proponent’s conclusions regarding the potential for significant adverse effects on VCs from the Project;
· Request an EA Certificate for the proposed Project; and 
· Acknowledge the need, if applicable, to successfully complete a federal EA and subsequent permitting/authorization processes prior to proceeding with Project construction, operation and decommissioning.

[bookmark: _Toc428181811]Summary of Residual Effects
The Application will summarize all potential residual effects, including cumulative residual effects, in a table format that depicts the potential effect, project phases, project activity or physical work linked to the effect, proposed mitigation and significance of effect on VCs.

[bookmark: _Toc428181812]Summary of Mitigation Measures 
The Application will include a table that identifies the proposed measures to mitigate potential impacts to VCs as shown in Table 4.  This information provides the foundation for the development of a Table of Conditions for the proposed Project, which would be appended to an EA Certificate, should one be issued.
[bookmark: _Toc427072160]Table 4:	Summary of Proposed Mitigation Measures
	No.
	VC and Effect
	Proposed Mitigation Measure
	Timing
	Legal Requirement?
	Responsible
Agency

	Environmental

	1.1
	
	
	
	
	

	1.2
	
	
	
	
	

	Social

	2.1
	
	
	
	
	





[bookmark: _Toc428181813]Reference Material
The Proponent will provide a list of reference material used in developing the Application.
· [Include a list of reference material used in developing the AIR.]



[bookmark: _Toc428181814]APPENDICES
This section will include the appendices referenced in the Application.
Information prepared by professionals and provided under their professional seal will be identified in the Application and the related sealed studies will be included in an Appendix.

[bookmark: _Toc428181815]Substitution Summary Appendix (Substituted Projects Only)
The Application will include an Appendix that summarizes how all requirements in subsections 5(1), 5(2), and 19(1) of CEAA 2012 have been met or addressed in the Application.  The summary will be in table format as shown below and will:The following section is required for substituted projects only.

· Describe how each environmental effect listed in section 5 and each factor to be considered listed in subsection 19(1) were considered in the Application;
· Identify any potential environmental effects as described in section 5, including cumulative effects;
· List mitigation measures that are proposed to reduce any potential environmental effects described in section 5;
· State the significance of residual effects, or with respect to subsection 5(1)(c) considerations, provide a conclusion on the adequacy of mitigation measures related to any section 5 environmental effects;
· List any follow-up programs to be undertaken by the proponent; and
· Reference to the section in the Application where additional information can be found on consideration of sections 5 and 19.

[bookmark: _Toc427072161]Table 5:	Sample Substitution Summary Table
	CEAA 2012 Effect or Factor
	Summary of Assessment
	Proposed Mitigation Measure

	e.g. Fish, as defined in section 2 of the Fisheries Act and fish habitat as defined in subsection 34(1) of that Act
	Identify any fish or fish habitat potentially impacted by the project and if that fish/fish habitat was selected as a VC:
· any impacts, including cumulative impacts, by the project on that fish/fish habitat; 
· technically and economically feasible mitigation measures; and
· anyAny residual effects and their significance; and proposed follow-up programs.
If no effects are identified to a section 5 consideration, describe this finding and provide a rationale.
	Section(s) __ and a brief description of the mitigation measure.
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