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  to	
  the	
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  Reliance	
  Review	
  
	
  
Prepared	
  by	
  Jim	
  Cooperman,	
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  Environmental	
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  Society	
  President	
  
	
  
Introduction	
  
	
  
The	
  professional	
  reliance	
  system	
  in	
  B.C.	
  is	
  working	
  well	
  for	
  only	
  one	
  sector,	
  the	
  
forest	
  industry,	
  which	
  profits	
  generously	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  de-­‐regulation	
  enshrined	
  
in	
  the	
  Forest	
  and	
  Range	
  Practices	
  Act	
  (FRPA).	
  Forest	
  industry	
  professionals	
  are	
  in	
  a	
  
perpetual	
  conflict-­‐of-­‐interest,	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  demands	
  of	
  their	
  employers	
  to	
  remove	
  
timber	
  from	
  public	
  lands,	
  which	
  too	
  often	
  overrides	
  their	
  responsibility	
  to	
  protect	
  
non-­‐timber	
  values.	
  	
  
	
  
One	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  egregious	
  aspects	
  of	
  FRPA	
  and	
  professional	
  reliance	
  is	
  that	
  it	
  cuts	
  
the	
  public	
  out	
  of	
  having	
  a	
  say	
  into	
  where,	
  when	
  and	
  how	
  forests	
  are	
  logged.	
  In	
  fact,	
  it	
  
also	
  removes	
  government	
  oversight	
  over	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  part	
  of	
  forest	
  
management,	
  planning.	
  Logging	
  plans	
  are	
  not	
  available	
  for	
  review	
  or	
  comment.	
  
Consequently,	
  logging	
  is	
  occurring	
  in	
  places	
  where	
  it	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  allowed,	
  
resulting	
  in	
  negative	
  impacts	
  on	
  fish	
  and	
  wildlife	
  habitat,	
  public	
  safety,	
  watersheds,	
  
viewsheds,	
  recreational	
  and	
  other	
  non-­‐timber	
  values.	
  The	
  quality	
  of	
  forest	
  practices	
  
is	
  also	
  declining,	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  compliance	
  and	
  enforcement.	
  
	
  
Note	
  that	
  this	
  brief	
  focuses	
  on	
  forest	
  management,	
  but	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  concerns	
  
expressed	
  about	
  professional	
  reliance	
  also	
  apply	
  to	
  all	
  resource	
  and	
  environmental	
  
management	
  activities.	
  
	
  
The	
  Concerns	
  
	
  
Here	
  is	
  an	
  excerpt	
  from	
  an	
  article	
  I	
  wrote	
  in	
  2014	
  entitled,	
  “B.C.’s	
  sorry	
  state	
  of	
  
forest	
  management.”	
  The	
  concerns	
  expressed	
  below	
  are	
  from	
  forest	
  activists	
  from	
  
throughout	
  the	
  province	
  and	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  problematic	
  today.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  almost	
  complete	
  lack	
  of	
  government	
  oversight	
  is	
  a	
  major	
  concern	
  as	
  when	
  
forest	
  service	
  staff	
  no	
  longer	
  review	
  licensee	
  plans,	
  many	
  values	
  can	
  get	
  impacted,	
  
including	
  endangered	
  species,	
  and	
  no	
  one	
  will	
  ever	
  know.	
  On	
  the	
  ground,	
  this	
  
complete	
  abdication	
  of	
  responsibility	
  to	
  industry	
  means	
  that	
  cutblocks	
  no	
  longer	
  
have	
  feather	
  edges	
  resulting	
  in	
  blowdown	
  and	
  no-­‐machine	
  zones	
  are	
  substituted	
  for	
  
reserves	
  resulting	
  in	
  a	
  loss	
  of	
  biodiversity	
  values.	
  Also,	
  wildlife	
  tree	
  patches	
  are	
  too	
  
often	
  located	
  in	
  inoperable	
  sites	
  rather	
  than	
  located	
  to	
  best	
  protect	
  wildlife	
  values.	
  
	
  
Another	
  concern	
  expressed	
  is	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  any	
  record	
  that	
  shows	
  cumulative	
  impacts	
  
of	
  multi-­‐resource	
  activities.	
  In	
  some	
  areas	
  of	
  the	
  province,	
  the	
  landscape	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  
covered	
  in	
  roads	
  and	
  clearcuts,	
  but	
  there	
  are	
  also	
  mining	
  activities,	
  oil	
  and	
  gas	
  



	
   2	
  

exploration,	
  motorized	
  recreation,	
  Independent	
  Power	
  projects	
  and	
  even	
  
communication	
  towers	
  and	
  power	
  lines.	
  In	
  fact,	
  despite	
  a	
  ministry	
  that	
  now	
  includes	
  
just	
  about	
  everything,	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Forests,	
  Lands,	
  Natural	
  Resources	
  and	
  Rural	
  
development,	
  there	
  is	
  never	
  any	
  effort	
  made	
  to	
  investigate	
  land	
  modification	
  
activities	
  related	
  to	
  mining.	
  
	
  
In	
  fact,	
  enforcement	
  of	
  most	
  rules	
  governing	
  crown	
  land	
  is	
  miniscule	
  at	
  best,	
  
including	
  preventing	
  or	
  penalizing	
  those	
  who	
  trespass,	
  make	
  illegal	
  structures,	
  
break	
  fish	
  and	
  game	
  regulations	
  or	
  damage	
  habitat	
  with	
  off-­‐road	
  vehicles.	
  And	
  the	
  
lack	
  of	
  oversight	
  also	
  applies	
  to	
  the	
  vast	
  network	
  of	
  logging	
  roads,	
  as	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  
comprehensive	
  management	
  system	
  in	
  place.	
  
	
  
Concerns	
  regarding	
  policy	
  issues	
  were	
  also	
  expressed,	
  such	
  as	
  log	
  exports,	
  which	
  
have	
  increased	
  and	
  now	
  comprise	
  ten	
  percent	
  of	
  the	
  province’s	
  total	
  cut.	
  The	
  loss	
  of	
  
the	
  research	
  department	
  a	
  few	
  years	
  ago	
  is	
  likely	
  impacting	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  the	
  
knowledge	
  base	
  required	
  for	
  responsible,	
  sustainable	
  forestry.	
  
	
  
So	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  comments	
  received	
  were	
  quite	
  predictable,	
  given	
  the	
  sorry	
  state	
  of	
  
forestry	
  in	
  the	
  province.	
  However,	
  many	
  of	
  us	
  were	
  not	
  prepared	
  for	
  the	
  serious	
  
litany	
  of	
  concerns	
  about	
  forestry	
  in	
  the	
  Okanagan	
  and	
  elsewhere	
  by	
  longtime	
  
activist	
  and	
  Okanagan	
  Similkameen	
  Parks	
  Society	
  Director,	
  Clive	
  Johnson.	
  Unlike	
  
many	
  of	
  us,	
  Clive	
  spends	
  20	
  to	
  30	
  days	
  a	
  year	
  in	
  the	
  bush,	
  monitoring	
  the	
  impacts	
  of	
  
unsustainable	
  forestry	
  activities.	
  Last	
  year,	
  he	
  visited	
  Kinbasket	
  Lake,	
  where	
  he	
  
observed	
  three	
  small	
  herds	
  of	
  caribou	
  but	
  was	
  shocked	
  to	
  discover	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  
remaining	
  caribou	
  habitat	
  was	
  marked	
  for	
  logging.	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  Okanagan,	
  Clive’s	
  backyard,	
  he	
  has	
  witnessed	
  larger	
  and	
  larger	
  openings,	
  
from	
  200	
  hectares	
  to	
  500	
  hectares	
  and	
  larger,	
  with	
  100	
  percent	
  site	
  disturbance.	
  
There	
  appears	
  to	
  be	
  no	
  effort	
  to	
  maintain	
  wildlife	
  corridors	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  regard	
  
for	
  water	
  quality,	
  quantity	
  or	
  timing	
  of	
  flow.	
  Many	
  wildlife	
  tree	
  patches	
  blow	
  down	
  
in	
  a	
  year	
  or	
  two	
  and	
  this	
  blow-­‐down	
  is	
  so	
  thick,	
  even	
  moose	
  cannot	
  get	
  through.	
  
	
  
Clive	
  witnesses	
  thousands,	
  if	
  not	
  tens	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  large	
  burn	
  piles	
  each	
  year	
  in	
  
every	
  type	
  of	
  ecosystem,	
  with	
  up	
  to	
  20	
  to	
  30	
  percent	
  of	
  the	
  pre-­‐logging	
  stand	
  in	
  the	
  
pile.	
  And	
  this	
  is	
  not	
  beetle	
  wood,	
  but	
  usable	
  timber	
  that	
  is	
  just	
  not	
  profitable	
  for	
  the	
  
companies	
  to	
  truck	
  out	
  to	
  their	
  mills.	
  Sometimes,	
  Clive	
  even	
  spots	
  large	
  logs	
  
dumped	
  over	
  the	
  down	
  slope	
  of	
  roads.	
  Fortunately,	
  however,	
  the	
  beetles	
  so	
  far	
  have	
  
not	
  become	
  a	
  huge	
  problem	
  yet	
  in	
  the	
  Okanagan.	
  
	
  
Of	
  course,	
  all	
  this	
  waste	
  wood,	
  which	
  includes	
  far	
  too	
  much	
  usable	
  timber,	
  is	
  burnt	
  
in	
  the	
  fall	
  and	
  early	
  winter,	
  adding	
  more	
  C02	
  to	
  the	
  atmosphere	
  and	
  often	
  polluting	
  
the	
  airshed	
  for	
  local	
  residents.	
  Clive	
  believes	
  that	
  at	
  least	
  some	
  of	
  this	
  woody	
  debris	
  
should	
  be	
  left	
  on	
  the	
  block	
  to	
  provide	
  habitat	
  for	
  small	
  mammals	
  and	
  to	
  return	
  
nutrients	
  to	
  the	
  soil.	
  
	
  
While	
  Clive	
  has	
  seen	
  many	
  new	
  trees	
  being	
  planted,	
  many	
  of	
  these	
  young	
  seedlings	
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get	
  stressed	
  by	
  the	
  sun	
  and	
  are	
  often	
  tromped	
  on	
  by	
  cattle.	
  In	
  sites	
  where	
  the	
  first	
  
planting	
  was	
  not	
  successful,	
  he	
  has	
  yet	
  to	
  see	
  re-­‐planting.	
  Clearcutting	
  has	
  been	
  
going	
  on	
  in	
  the	
  Okanagan	
  since	
  the	
  1970s	
  and	
  while	
  there	
  are	
  many	
  old	
  cutblocks	
  
that	
  are	
  now	
  plantations	
  with	
  established	
  young	
  forests,	
  Clive	
  is	
  convinced	
  that	
  
these	
  mostly	
  pine	
  stands	
  that	
  were	
  planted	
  in	
  what	
  was	
  once	
  spruce	
  forests	
  will	
  
never	
  reach	
  volumes	
  that	
  are	
  even	
  half	
  of	
  what	
  is	
  expected	
  and	
  what	
  is	
  being	
  used	
  to	
  
base	
  the	
  current	
  cut	
  on.	
  As	
  well,	
  biodiversity	
  in	
  these	
  stands	
  is	
  very	
  low	
  and	
  the	
  
trees	
  are	
  often	
  so	
  thick	
  that	
  wildlife	
  would	
  need	
  to	
  pack	
  a	
  lunch.	
  
	
  
What	
  was	
  most	
  alarming	
  about	
  Clive’s	
  report	
  was	
  the	
  news	
  of	
  the	
  latest	
  threat	
  to	
  old	
  
growth	
  forests	
  from	
  wind	
  farms.	
  There	
  are	
  now	
  proposals	
  for	
  wind	
  power	
  towers	
  
and	
  transmission	
  lines	
  for	
  vast	
  areas	
  of	
  crown	
  forestland	
  in	
  the	
  Okanagan,	
  and	
  many	
  
of	
  the	
  maps	
  show	
  sites	
  located	
  in	
  what	
  are	
  now	
  supposed	
  to	
  be	
  protected	
  old	
  
growth	
  management	
  areas.	
  If	
  these	
  proposals	
  are	
  approved,	
  biodiversity	
  will	
  take	
  a	
  
major	
  hit	
  as	
  the	
  ancient	
  trees	
  will	
  be	
  cut	
  down	
  for	
  wind	
  power	
  generation	
  that	
  will	
  
likely	
  only	
  produce	
  electricity	
  for	
  export.	
  
	
  
Meanwhile,	
  on	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  oversight,	
  Clive	
  sees	
  no	
  one	
  inspecting	
  blocks,	
  no	
  one	
  
checking	
  roads,	
  no	
  one	
  doing	
  waste	
  assessments	
  and	
  no	
  road	
  checks	
  for	
  volumes	
  on	
  
highway	
  hauling.	
  The	
  forest	
  service	
  has	
  yet	
  to	
  implement	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  agreements	
  
resulting	
  from	
  the	
  Okanagan	
  Shuswap	
  Land	
  and	
  Resource	
  Management	
  Plan,	
  signed	
  
back	
  in	
  2001.	
  And	
  his	
  answer	
  to	
  the	
  question,	
  “What	
  would	
  you	
  say	
  to	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  
foresters,”	
  sent	
  shivers	
  up	
  spines,	
  “If	
  they	
  are	
  under	
  50	
  years	
  old	
  I	
  would	
  suggest	
  to	
  
them	
  that	
  they	
  should	
  start	
  looking	
  for	
  another	
  kind	
  of	
  work.	
  I	
  don't	
  see	
  where	
  they	
  
will	
  find	
  employment	
  ten	
  year	
  from	
  now.	
  Unless	
  we	
  put	
  an	
  immediate	
  stop	
  to	
  this	
  
current	
  liquidation	
  of	
  our	
  forests,	
  there	
  will	
  soon	
  be	
  no	
  intact	
  working	
  forests	
  for	
  
them	
  to	
  practice	
  their	
  profession	
  in.”	
  
	
  
Local	
  Case	
  Studies	
  
	
  
In	
  2017,	
  numerous	
  severe	
  erosion	
  events	
  including	
  landslides	
  and	
  debris	
  torrents	
  
tore	
  down	
  hillsides	
  in	
  the	
  Shuswap	
  region.	
  Homes	
  were	
  destroyed,	
  highways	
  were	
  
damaged	
  and	
  one	
  person	
  was	
  killed.	
  Many	
  of	
  these	
  slides	
  were	
  in	
  part	
  caused	
  by	
  
logging	
  and	
  road	
  building	
  operations	
  on	
  the	
  steep	
  slopes	
  above	
  the	
  destruction.	
  	
  
	
  
Despite	
  the	
  problems	
  caused	
  by	
  logging	
  on	
  steep	
  slopes	
  including	
  two	
  massive	
  
slides	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  few	
  decades,	
  the	
  community	
  of	
  Swansea	
  Point	
  was	
  shocked	
  to	
  
discover	
  that	
  the	
  local	
  licensee,	
  Tolko,	
  has	
  plans	
  to	
  log	
  again	
  above	
  their	
  community.	
  
The	
  only	
  reason	
  they	
  found	
  out	
  about	
  the	
  plans	
  was	
  that	
  because	
  the	
  hillside	
  is	
  in	
  a	
  
community	
  watershed,	
  the	
  company	
  is	
  required	
  to	
  show	
  them	
  the	
  plans.	
  
Consequently,	
  the	
  community	
  is	
  calling	
  for	
  a	
  moratorium	
  on	
  forest	
  development	
  
above	
  them.	
  	
  
	
  
Meanwhile,	
  the	
  community	
  took	
  their	
  issue	
  to	
  the	
  regional	
  district,	
  which	
  also	
  heard	
  
from	
  other	
  communities	
  concerned	
  about	
  logging.	
  As	
  a	
  result,	
  the	
  Columbia	
  
Shuswap	
  Regional	
  District	
  took	
  the	
  unprecedented	
  action	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  call	
  for	
  a	
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moratorium	
  and	
  as	
  well,	
  it	
  has	
  asked	
  the	
  company	
  to	
  do	
  a	
  better	
  job	
  of	
  
communicating	
  with	
  residents	
  (see	
  news	
  coverage	
  below).	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  regional	
  
district	
  took	
  a	
  resolution	
  to	
  their	
  local	
  government	
  association	
  that	
  called	
  for	
  the	
  
province	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  logging	
  companies	
  hold	
  comprehensive	
  public	
  consultations	
  
in	
  communities	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  affected	
  (see	
  below).	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  Shuswap	
  community	
  of	
  Cherryville,	
  residents	
  have	
  been	
  unsuccessfully	
  
opposing	
  logging	
  on	
  the	
  steep	
  slopes	
  above	
  their	
  community	
  for	
  years.	
  In	
  2013,	
  a	
  
landslide	
  tore	
  down	
  the	
  hillside	
  and	
  nearly	
  destroyed	
  a	
  house.	
  Residents	
  blamed	
  the	
  
logging	
  above,	
  but	
  all	
  they	
  heard	
  was	
  denials	
  from	
  the	
  government	
  and	
  the	
  
companies.	
  Last	
  year,	
  a	
  report	
  was	
  finally	
  released	
  that	
  confirmed	
  what	
  the	
  
residents	
  have	
  been	
  saying,	
  that	
  the	
  cause	
  of	
  the	
  slide	
  was	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  failure	
  to	
  
maintain	
  surface	
  water	
  drainage	
  (see	
  below).	
  Despite	
  these	
  problems,	
  more	
  logging	
  
is	
  planned.	
  
	
  

	
   	
  
Sunnybrae	
  slide	
   	
   	
   	
   cutblock	
  above	
  the	
  slide	
  
	
  
Recommendations	
  
	
  
It	
  would	
  be	
  unrealistic	
  to	
  expect	
  a	
  full	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  previous	
  system	
  of	
  forest	
  
management	
  under	
  the	
  Forest	
  Practices	
  Code;	
  given	
  the	
  resistance	
  to	
  change	
  that	
  
likely	
  exists	
  within	
  the	
  government	
  bureaucracy	
  and	
  that	
  it	
  would	
  require	
  both	
  a	
  
substantial	
  increase	
  in	
  funding	
  and	
  staff.	
  Yet,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  clear	
  need	
  for	
  greater	
  
government	
  oversight,	
  given	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  problems	
  caused	
  by	
  the	
  reliance	
  on	
  forest	
  
professionals,	
  who	
  must	
  conform	
  to	
  the	
  demands	
  of	
  their	
  employers.	
  
	
  
One	
  solution	
  to	
  the	
  quagmire	
  would	
  be	
  to	
  revive	
  land	
  use	
  planning,	
  with	
  a	
  focus	
  on	
  
developing	
  plans	
  for	
  areas	
  of	
  the	
  province	
  where	
  plans	
  are	
  incomplete	
  or	
  absent.	
  
For	
  those	
  areas	
  of	
  the	
  province	
  that	
  have	
  completed	
  plans,	
  the	
  planning	
  tables	
  
should	
  be	
  set	
  up	
  again	
  and	
  monitoring	
  should	
  take	
  place	
  to	
  determine	
  how	
  well	
  the	
  
plans	
  have	
  been	
  followed	
  and	
  how	
  well	
  the	
  goals	
  are	
  being	
  achieved.	
  If	
  problems	
  are	
  
identified,	
  the	
  plans	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  either	
  revised	
  or	
  better	
  compliance	
  and	
  
enforcement	
  would	
  be	
  needed.	
  Comprehensive,	
  environmentally	
  sustainable	
  land	
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use	
  plans	
  that	
  are	
  monitored	
  regularly	
  by	
  committees	
  representing	
  all	
  stakeholders	
  
would	
  help	
  improve	
  forest	
  management	
  throughout	
  the	
  province.	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  interim,	
  until	
  the	
  necessary	
  staffing	
  levels	
  are	
  restored,	
  another	
  solution	
  
would	
  be	
  to	
  zone	
  the	
  “working	
  forest”	
  into	
  two	
  zones,	
  one	
  where	
  forest	
  operations	
  
have	
  the	
  potential	
  to	
  impact	
  residents	
  and/or	
  endangered	
  fish	
  and	
  wildlife.	
  In	
  this	
  
zone,	
  both	
  government	
  oversight	
  and	
  public	
  involvement	
  should	
  be	
  fully	
  restored	
  to	
  
ensure	
  all	
  plans	
  are	
  fully	
  reviewed	
  and	
  that	
  residents	
  are	
  not	
  at	
  threat	
  from	
  erosion	
  
or	
  damage	
  to	
  water	
  supplies.	
  All	
  existing	
  logging	
  plans	
  in	
  this	
  zone	
  would	
  need	
  
immediate	
  review.	
  In	
  the	
  areas	
  where	
  logging	
  does	
  not	
  threaten	
  key	
  values,	
  the	
  
existing	
  system	
  could	
  continue	
  until	
  there	
  is	
  capacity	
  for	
  more	
  oversight,	
  but	
  with	
  
improved	
  compliance	
  and	
  enforcement.	
  	
  
	
  
Government	
  ministries	
  also	
  need	
  to	
  re-­‐organized	
  so	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  once	
  again	
  a	
  
Ministry	
  of	
  Forests	
  and	
  Range	
  and	
  a	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Environment	
  that	
  includes	
  wildlife	
  
management	
  and	
  water	
  management.	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  ability	
  of	
  the	
  district	
  manager	
  
to	
  deny	
  a	
  cutting	
  permit	
  must	
  be	
  restored.	
  Private	
  corporations	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  
allowed	
  to	
  operate	
  Carte’	
  blanche	
  in	
  publicly	
  owned	
  forests,	
  even	
  if	
  their	
  staff	
  are	
  
professionals.	
  	
  
	
  
Restoring	
  government	
  oversight	
  in	
  forest	
  management	
  would	
  only	
  help	
  improve	
  
one	
  aspect	
  of	
  the	
  overall	
  crisis	
  in	
  forestry.	
  Other	
  issues	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  addressed,	
  
including	
  the	
  tenure	
  system,	
  which	
  has	
  resulted	
  in	
  a	
  large	
  increase	
  in	
  corporate	
  
concentration	
  and	
  has	
  resulted	
  in	
  a	
  decline	
  in	
  value-­‐added	
  manufacturing;	
  raw	
  log	
  
exports,	
  which	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  loss	
  of	
  jobs	
  in	
  the	
  sector;	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  adequate	
  
inventory	
  data;	
  the	
  growing	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  Not	
  Satisfactorily	
  Stocked	
  land	
  base;	
  and	
  the	
  
rate	
  of	
  cut,	
  which	
  continues	
  to	
  be	
  far	
  too	
  high	
  to	
  be	
  sustainable.	
  
	
  
The	
  new	
  provincial	
  government	
  has	
  inherited	
  a	
  monumental	
  set	
  of	
  problems	
  from	
  
the	
  previous	
  BC	
  Liberal	
  government,	
  which	
  focused	
  on	
  serving	
  the	
  interests	
  of	
  
corporations	
  at	
  the	
  expense	
  of	
  citizens.	
  Professional	
  reliance	
  is	
  just	
  one	
  of	
  many	
  
policies	
  that	
  were	
  utilized	
  to	
  reduce	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  government	
  and	
  increase	
  the	
  
benefits	
  to	
  the	
  companies,	
  many	
  of	
  whom	
  donated	
  to	
  the	
  BC	
  Liberal	
  Party.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  major	
  concern	
  is	
  that	
  just	
  as	
  Site	
  C	
  was	
  pushed	
  nearly	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  no	
  return,	
  
so	
  too	
  that	
  corporate	
  friendly	
  policies	
  have	
  been	
  in	
  place	
  so	
  long	
  now,	
  it	
  may	
  be	
  too	
  
difficult	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  changes	
  that	
  are	
  needed	
  to	
  benefit	
  both	
  the	
  public	
  and	
  the	
  
environment.	
  Yet,	
  somehow,	
  laws	
  and	
  policies	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  revised	
  to	
  return	
  decision-­‐
making	
  and	
  the	
  needed	
  expertise	
  back	
  to	
  government	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  better	
  protect	
  the	
  
environment	
  and	
  restore	
  public	
  trust.	
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Media	
  coverage	
  
	
  
CSRD	
  calls	
  for	
  moratorium	
  on	
  logging	
  by	
  Swansea	
  Point	
  
Electoral	
  area	
  directors	
  to	
  ask	
  province	
  to	
  tighten	
  forest	
  regulations.	
  
• Barb	
  Brouwer	
  
• Salmon	
  Arm	
  Observer,	
  Fri	
  Apr	
  14th,	
  2017	
  
• http://www.saobserver.net/news/csrd-­‐calls-­‐for-­‐moratorium-­‐on-­‐logging-­‐by-­‐

swansea-­‐point/	
  
Columbia	
  Shuswap	
  Regional	
  District	
  electoral	
  area	
  directors	
  are	
  calling	
  for	
  a	
  
moratorium	
  on	
  logging	
  in	
  two	
  areas	
  and	
  are	
  asking	
  the	
  province	
  to	
  tighten	
  up	
  forest	
  
operations.	
  
At	
  an	
  April	
  4	
  EAD	
  meeting,	
  directors	
  gave	
  unanimous	
  support	
  to	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  call	
  for	
  
a	
  moratorium	
  on	
  future	
  logging	
  activity	
  in	
  the	
  Hummingbird	
  Creek	
  and	
  Mara	
  Lake	
  
basin	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  large	
  debris	
  flows.	
  Directors	
  will	
  also	
  ask	
  Tolko	
  
Industries	
  (Lumby)	
  to	
  hold	
  public	
  meetings	
  in	
  Sicamous,	
  Falkland	
  and	
  Silver	
  Creek	
  
to	
  provide	
  information	
  and	
  answer	
  questions	
  regarding	
  recent	
  Forest	
  Stewardship	
  
Plan	
  amendments.	
  
Area	
  D	
  Falkland-­‐Silver	
  Creek	
  director	
  Rene	
  Talbot	
  said	
  Tolko	
  wants	
  to	
  log	
  in	
  areas	
  
that	
  have	
  been	
  affected	
  by	
  recent	
  forest	
  fires	
  in	
  Falkland.	
  
He	
  told	
  directors	
  he	
  has	
  spent	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  bush	
  and	
  has	
  seen	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  
debris	
  in	
  the	
  area.	
  His	
  concern	
  is	
  that	
  rain	
  and	
  snow	
  in	
  logged-­‐out	
  areas	
  will	
  result	
  
in	
  debris	
  flows.	
  
In	
  Silver	
  Creek,	
  he	
  echoes	
  property	
  owner	
  Glen	
  Koenig’s	
  concerns	
  regarding	
  the	
  
effect	
  logging	
  has	
  already	
  had	
  on	
  his	
  80-­‐acre	
  orchard,	
  which	
  has	
  seen	
  a	
  60-­‐per	
  cent	
  
drop	
  in	
  water	
  supply	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  two	
  years.	
  
“There	
  are	
  eight	
  spots	
  they	
  want	
  to	
  log	
  in	
  the	
  Salmon	
  Valley	
  and	
  I	
  think	
  it’s	
  just	
  the	
  
start,”	
  Koenig	
  says,	
  noting	
  Tolko	
  officials	
  have	
  told	
  him	
  they	
  believe	
  a	
  proposed	
  
cutblock	
  will	
  affect	
  about	
  0.8	
  of	
  a	
  hectare	
  of	
  his	
  property	
  and	
  probably	
  less.	
  “There	
  
are	
  more	
  logging	
  roads	
  up	
  top	
  in	
  the	
  watershed	
  and	
  if	
  you	
  fly	
  over	
  the	
  area,	
  they	
  
have	
  logged	
  off	
  the	
  tops	
  and	
  now	
  they’re	
  working	
  down	
  the	
  valley	
  sides.”	
  
Koenig	
  says	
  the	
  sites	
  are	
  near	
  creeks	
  that	
  eventually	
  feed	
  into	
  the	
  Salmon	
  River	
  and	
  
could	
  affect	
  salmon	
  stock.	
  He	
  says	
  not	
  only	
  has	
  water	
  flow	
  to	
  his	
  property	
  slowed	
  
dramatically	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  few	
  years,	
  but	
  water	
  for	
  his	
  home	
  and	
  orchard	
  is	
  full	
  of	
  
sediment	
  that	
  blocks	
  filters.	
  
“I	
  believe	
  it’s	
  because	
  of	
  logging	
  at	
  the	
  top;	
  Lost	
  Lake	
  used	
  to	
  run	
  from	
  the	
  north	
  fork	
  
and	
  we	
  had	
  steady	
  water,	
  now	
  come	
  July,	
  it	
  starts	
  slowing	
  down	
  and	
  in	
  August,	
  
we’re	
  getting	
  a	
  trickle	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  south	
  fork	
  of	
  Sanderson	
  Creek,”	
  he	
  says.	
  “I’ve	
  gone	
  
from	
  irrigation	
  heads	
  in	
  the	
  orchard	
  to	
  misters	
  so	
  we	
  can	
  save	
  water	
  to	
  irrigate	
  this	
  
orchard.	
  We	
  used	
  to	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  run	
  three	
  irrigation	
  lines	
  but	
  now	
  we’re	
  down	
  to	
  one	
  
and	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  run	
  it	
  at	
  night.”	
  
Koenig	
  has	
  owned	
  the	
  property	
  since	
  1980,	
  has	
  had	
  a	
  water	
  licence	
  since	
  1983	
  and	
  
grows	
  cherries,	
  peaches,	
  plums	
  and	
  apples,	
  which	
  are	
  sold	
  to	
  China,	
  Alberta	
  and	
  the	
  
Sicamous	
  fruit	
  stand.	
  
“We’re	
  worried,”	
  he	
  says.	
  “Have	
  you	
  ever	
  eaten	
  a	
  dried	
  peach?”	
  
Directors	
  at	
  last	
  week’s	
  EAD	
  meeting	
  had	
  concerns	
  about	
  how	
  logging	
  notices	
  have	
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been	
  issued	
  in	
  mailouts	
  and	
  accompanying	
  maps	
  of	
  proposed	
  cutblocks	
  are	
  almost	
  
impossible	
  to	
  understand.	
  
“I	
  would	
  definitely	
  like	
  Tolko	
  to	
  come	
  to	
  Falkland	
  and	
  Silver	
  Creek	
  and	
  show	
  people	
  
what	
  they’re	
  gonna	
  do	
  instead	
  of	
  sending	
  a	
  mailout,”	
  Talbot	
  said,	
  calling	
  for	
  a	
  
moratorium	
  on	
  logging	
  in	
  his	
  area	
  until	
  it	
  is	
  safe	
  to	
  do	
  so.	
  “If	
  there’s	
  a	
  problem,	
  
who’s	
  gonna	
  fix	
  it?	
  Probably	
  no	
  one.”	
  
Area	
  C	
  director	
  Paul	
  Demenok	
  agreed	
  and	
  criticized	
  the	
  content	
  of	
  the	
  mailout	
  
provided	
  by	
  Tolko.	
  
“The	
  letter	
  from	
  companies	
  does	
  not	
  let	
  you	
  understand	
  sightlines,	
  drainage	
  or	
  
terrain	
  stability,”	
  he	
  said.	
  “We’re	
  left	
  with	
  very	
  little	
  information.”	
  
Area	
  A	
  Rural	
  Revelstoke	
  director	
  Loni	
  Parker	
  was	
  vehement	
  in	
  her	
  call	
  for	
  changes	
  
to	
  how	
  logging	
  is	
  practised	
  in	
  the	
  B.C.	
  Interior.	
  
“It’s	
  about	
  time	
  local	
  government	
  presses	
  the	
  province	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  forestry	
  
companies	
  more	
  responsible	
  for	
  the	
  work	
  they	
  do	
  on	
  the	
  land	
  in	
  areas	
  that	
  have	
  had	
  
impacts	
  before,”	
  she	
  said.	
  “I	
  believe	
  forest	
  companies	
  should	
  have	
  independent	
  
hydrology	
  reports	
  on	
  water,	
  community	
  water,	
  recreation	
  and	
  homes	
  and	
  how	
  they	
  
will	
  be	
  impacted.”	
  
“Then	
  they	
  went	
  out	
  and	
  did	
  what	
  they	
  were	
  gonna	
  do;	
  they	
  say	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  get	
  
their	
  cutbacks,	
  they’ll	
  lose	
  them,”	
  she	
  said,	
  noting	
  companies	
  have	
  to	
  begin	
  work	
  on	
  
their	
  cutblocks	
  within	
  a	
  designated	
  time	
  frame.	
  “Our	
  concerns	
  should	
  be	
  moved	
  
forward	
  in	
  a	
  resolution	
  to	
  the	
  Union	
  of	
  British	
  Columbia	
  Municipalities	
  (UBCM).	
  We	
  
need	
  meaningful	
  community	
  input,	
  that	
  they	
  say	
  exactly	
  what	
  they’re	
  gonna	
  do.”	
  
Area	
  E	
  Rural	
  Sicamous	
  director	
  and	
  CSRD	
  chair	
  Rhona	
  Martin	
  said	
  she	
  started	
  the	
  
conversation	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  logging	
  amendments	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  trauma	
  the	
  
people	
  at	
  Swansea	
  Point	
  suffer	
  every	
  time	
  there’s	
  a	
  heavy	
  rain.	
  
“They’re	
  very	
  concerned	
  anytime	
  they	
  hear	
  any	
  activity	
  up	
  above	
  their	
  community,”	
  
she	
  said.	
  “And	
  we	
  have	
  had	
  issues	
  out	
  in	
  Malakwa	
  where	
  one	
  local	
  resident	
  lost	
  their	
  
water	
  supply	
  due	
  to	
  a	
  Tolko	
  cut	
  block	
  and	
  nothing	
  was	
  done	
  until	
  the	
  Forest	
  
Practices	
  Board	
  became	
  involved.”	
  
Martin	
  says	
  Tolko’s	
  amendment	
  to	
  their	
  forest	
  plan	
  is	
  huge	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  original	
  
plan	
  and	
  an	
  issue	
  throughout	
  the	
  B.C.	
  Interior	
  
“I	
  know	
  District	
  of	
  Sicamous	
  would	
  have	
  concerns	
  about	
  Two	
  Mile	
  Creek	
  and	
  while	
  
Hummingbird	
  has	
  already	
  been	
  scoured	
  out,	
  we	
  have	
  always	
  been	
  worried	
  about	
  
Mara	
  Creek,”	
  Martin	
  said,	
  noting	
  she	
  had	
  asked	
  planner	
  Jan	
  Thingsted	
  to	
  show	
  
cutblocks	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  watercourses	
  on	
  a	
  large	
  map	
  at	
  the	
  EAD	
  meeting.	
  “I	
  think	
  it’s	
  
important	
  Tolko	
  take	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  be	
  present	
  in	
  the	
  community	
  and	
  be	
  available	
  to	
  
speak	
  with	
  community	
  members	
  to	
  find	
  out	
  what’s	
  happening	
  –	
  not	
  just	
  these	
  little	
  
blobs	
  on	
  a	
  map.”	
  
Shuswap	
  MLA	
  Greg	
  Kyllo	
  was	
  in	
  the	
  gallery	
  and	
  said	
  he	
  understood	
  the	
  significant	
  
concern.	
  
“It’s	
  really	
  important	
  that	
  we	
  let	
  science	
  dictate	
  what’s	
  gonna	
  happen,”	
  he	
  said.	
  “I	
  
know	
  there	
  has	
  been	
  discussion	
  on	
  a	
  full-­‐	
  stop	
  moratorium	
  but	
  we’re	
  not	
  there	
  yet.”	
  
Meanwhile,	
  a	
  meeting	
  regarding	
  Tolko’s	
  plans	
  for	
  the	
  Salmon	
  River	
  Valley	
  will	
  be	
  
held	
  April	
  12	
  at	
  the	
  Silver	
  Creek	
  Community	
  Hall. 	
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Landslide,	
  flooding	
  fears	
  
Kate	
  Bouey	
  -­‐	
  Apr	
  28,	
  2017	
  /	
  5:00	
  am	
  |https://www.castanet.net/news/Salmon-­‐
Arm/195637/Landslide-­‐flooding-­‐fears	
  
	
  
Concerns	
  in	
  the	
  Shuswap	
  over	
  the	
  possibility	
  of	
  further	
  floods	
  or	
  landslides	
  are	
  
heading	
  to	
  Victoria.	
  
Politicians	
  attending	
  the	
  Southern	
  Interior	
  Local	
  Government	
  Association	
  (SILGA)	
  
conference	
  in	
  Kamloops	
  [actually	
  Sun	
  Peaks]	
  have	
  supported	
  a	
  resolution	
  calling	
  on	
  
the	
  province	
  to	
  ensure	
  logging	
  companies	
  hold	
  comprehensive	
  public	
  consultations	
  
in	
  communities	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  affected.	
  
The	
  resolution	
  was	
  put	
  forward	
  by	
  the	
  Columbia	
  Shuswap	
  Regional	
  District.	
  
There	
  are	
  worries	
  logging	
  the	
  steep	
  slopes	
  in	
  some	
  areas	
  have	
  or	
  could	
  “impact	
  
water	
  sources	
  and	
  slope	
  stability,”	
  said	
  Rhona	
  Martin,	
  chairperson	
  of	
  the	
  CSRD	
  
board.	
  “Since	
  I've	
  been	
  the	
  representative,	
  there	
  have	
  been	
  two	
  very	
  significant	
  
torrents	
  at	
  Swansea	
  Point.”	
  
Residents	
  of	
  the	
  community,	
  which	
  sits	
  south	
  of	
  Sicamous	
  along	
  Mara	
  Lake,	
  “are	
  
very,	
  very	
  concerned,”	
  Martin	
  said,	
  adding	
  there	
  were	
  similar	
  worries	
  at	
  Silver	
  
Creek,	
  between	
  Salmon	
  Arm	
  and	
  Falkland.	
  
Last	
  Saturday	
  night,	
  10	
  Silver	
  Creek	
  properties	
  were	
  evacuated	
  “due	
  to	
  an	
  
immediate	
  danger	
  to	
  life	
  safety	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  groundwater	
  and	
  slope	
  instability,”	
  
according	
  to	
  a	
  regional	
  district	
  release.	
  The	
  order	
  has	
  since	
  been	
  lifted.	
  
At	
  a	
  recent	
  meeting,	
  CSRD	
  directors	
  recommended	
  to	
  Tolko	
  and	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  
Forests	
  that	
  a	
  moratorium	
  be	
  placed	
  on	
  future	
  logging	
  activity	
  in	
  the	
  Hummingbird	
  
Creek	
  and	
  Mara	
  Creek	
  basin	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  large	
  debris	
  flows	
  in	
  the	
  area.	
  
It	
  also	
  called	
  on	
  Tolko	
  Industries	
  to	
  hold	
  public	
  engagement	
  meetings	
  to	
  provide	
  
information	
  and	
  answer	
  questions	
  regarding	
  forest	
  stewardship	
  plan	
  amendments.	
  
"I	
  don't	
  think	
  anybody	
  around	
  our	
  board	
  table	
  is	
  opposed	
  to	
  logging	
  but	
  there	
  
should	
  be	
  consultations	
  with	
  communities	
  that	
  may	
  be	
  impacted,"	
  Martin	
  said.	
  	
  
	
  
Logging	
  project	
  helped	
  trigger	
  Cherryville	
  landslide	
  
http://globalnews.ca/news/2866378/logging-­‐project-­‐helped-­‐trigger-­‐cherryville-­‐
landslide/	
  
By	
  Megan	
  Turcato	
  North	
  Okanagan	
  Reporter	
  	
  Global	
  New	
  
More	
  than	
  four	
  years	
  after	
  a	
  Cherryville	
  landslide	
  almost	
  destroyed	
  a	
  home,	
  
provincial	
  documents	
  that	
  shed	
  light	
  on	
  the	
  cause	
  of	
  the	
  slide	
  have	
  been	
  made	
  
public.	
  	
  
The	
  reports	
  backup	
  what	
  locals	
  have	
  feared	
  all	
  along	
  –	
  an	
  upslope	
  logging	
  project	
  
helped	
  trigger	
  the	
  slide.	
  
Read	
  More:	
  Major	
  mudslide	
  near	
  Cherryville	
  	
  
“I	
  visited	
  the	
  area	
  the	
  day	
  after	
  the	
  slide	
  and	
  I	
  recognized	
  all	
  the	
  same	
  things	
  the	
  
professionals	
  recognized	
  so	
  it	
  isn’t	
  a	
  surprise,”	
  said	
  Hank	
  Cameron,	
  Cherryville’s	
  
electoral	
  area	
  director.	
  	
  
Both	
  Weyerhaeuser	
  (WEYCO),	
  which	
  built	
  logging	
  roads	
  in	
  the	
  area,	
  and	
  Tolko,	
  
which	
  did	
  the	
  logging,	
  have	
  now	
  been	
  fined	
  in	
  connection	
  with	
  this	
  slide.	
  
In	
  a	
  compliance	
  and	
  enforcement	
  report	
  an	
  investigator	
  wrote	
  that	
  “Tolko’s	
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harvesting	
  on	
  steep	
  ground	
  failed	
  to	
  maintain	
  surface	
  drainage	
  which	
  resulted	
  in	
  a	
  
landslide	
  that	
  caused	
  damage	
  to	
  crown	
  timber,	
  soils,	
  water,	
  biodiversity	
  and	
  
endangered	
  the	
  public.”	
  
The	
  report	
  went	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  “on	
  the	
  balance	
  of	
  probabilities	
  that	
  the	
  landslide	
  was	
  
caused	
  by	
  WEYCO’s	
  failure	
  to	
  maintain	
  surface	
  water	
  drainage	
  patterns.”	
  	
  
Tolko	
  is	
  being	
  penalized	
  $12,000	
  while	
  Weyerhaeuser	
  has	
  been	
  fined	
  $14,500.	
  
“Tolko	
  Industries	
  takes	
  our	
  commitment	
  to	
  environmental	
  stewardship	
  very	
  
seriously	
  and	
  exercises	
  due	
  diligence	
  in	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  forest	
  management	
  planning	
  and	
  
harvesting	
  activities,”	
  wrote	
  Tolko	
  communication	
  advisor	
  Janice	
  Lockyer.	
  
Both	
  companies	
  have	
  appealed	
  and	
  declined	
  further	
  comment	
  pending	
  the	
  outcome	
  
of	
  those	
  appeals.	
  
Cameron	
  is	
  questioning	
  why	
  it	
  took	
  years	
  to	
  get	
  these	
  answers.	
  	
  
“I	
  think	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  timely	
  information	
  and	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  have	
  information	
  that	
  
accurately	
  portrays	
  what	
  is	
  happening	
  in	
  resource	
  management	
  in	
  our	
  area,”	
  he	
  
said.	
  
“I’m	
  disappointed	
  the	
  information	
  has	
  been	
  suppressed	
  by	
  the	
  provincial	
  
government.”	
  
Residents	
  have	
  long	
  been	
  trying	
  to	
  get	
  their	
  hands	
  on	
  these	
  documents	
  with	
  the	
  
assistance	
  of	
  an	
  environmental	
  law	
  firm.	
  In	
  February,	
  the	
  province	
  responded	
  to	
  
their	
  FOI	
  request	
  saying	
  the	
  documents	
  they’d	
  asked	
  for	
  were	
  being	
  withheld,	
  but	
  	
  
The	
  province	
  has	
  denied	
  it	
  attempted	
  to	
  suppress	
  the	
  documents	
  and	
  said	
  it	
  could	
  
not	
  release	
  the	
  reports	
  until	
  the	
  investigation	
  was	
  considered	
  closed.	
  	
  
When	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  landslide	
  safety,	
  the	
  ministry	
  responsible	
  said	
  it	
  conducts	
  routine	
  
inspections	
  and	
  since	
  the	
  landslide	
  there	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  heightened	
  awareness	
  of	
  the	
  
issue.	
  	
  


