Bald Eagle

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Breeding Evidence

| LI Possible
| B Probable
B cConfirmed
Mot Surveyed
Not Observed

A NEST OF A BALD EAGLE

Definition
A nest and its supporting structure that either (1) is currently occupied by a
bald eagle to hold its eggs or offspring, or (2) is habitually occupied and still
capable of holding eggs or offspring of a bald eagle.
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Location

= Primarily in coniferous forest within 100 m of water but can be up to 2 km
from a waterbody

= Usually in the top third of a large tree against trunk, on a large forked branch,
or stem crotch

Features
= Made of large sticks and branches
Relatively cup-shaped platforms with flat tops
Evidence of use at base of tree (e.g. feces, prey remains, feathers)
= Size:
o Diameter: 1.0-3.5m
o Depth: 0.5-2.5m

Other
= Strong fidelity to nests; used year after year
= Yellow-listed in British Columbia and designated as Not at Risk by COSEWIC

Sensitive Timing

Courtship Eggs Present Young Present

Jan1-Feb1 Feb 1—Jun 30 Apr1-Aug31l




Similar features to a Bald Eagle’s nest

Osprey nests - how to distinguish:
= Osprey nests are smaller, and often are at the very top of the tree

= Osprey nests often contain other material such as grasses, sod, plastic bags,
and other man-made materials

Great blue heron nests - how to distinguish:

Recommended disturbance buffers around a Bald Eagle’s, nest depending

on existing disturbance and disturbance level of the proposed activity.

Existing Exposure to Disturbance

Increase buffer, or delay activities, if a nest is active and the bird constantly
flushes away when using minimum buffers.
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Consider the sight lines between the activity and the nest; in more open
forests or terrain, a larger buffer may be required for these visually acute
species.

During breeding season, consider adding a “quiet” buffer of an extra 100 m to
the no disturbance buffer in which no unusual or sudden loud activities will
occur (e.g., blasting, tree felling, chain saws, trucking, etc.).
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