	
	
	



This template is prepared according to the requirements of the Greenhouse Gas Industrial Reporting and Control Act (the Act) and the Emission Offset Project Regulation (the Regulation). Verification Bodies should refer to the Act, the Regulation and any guidance documents provided on the Climate Solutions Division WEBSITE.
Verification Bodies must complete their Verification Statement using this template. The Director will use the information in this report to determine if it is consistent with the Act, the Regulation and the applicable Protocol.
Verifiers are expected to ensure the following report requirements are met:
· All fields are completed.
· All explanatory blue text is deleted.
· All text in the Project Report is in black, Calibri 11 pt. font.
· The relevant Verification Plan is included in Appendix A. 
· The Table of Contents has been updated (right click and select “Update Field”)
· If applicable, any modifications to the template are described in Appendix B: Template Modification Log.
· Note: An unlocked and fully editable version of this template is available by emailing GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca.
· The document file name follows the following format:
· VerS-Project Name-Name of Verification Body-month-day-year-Version (e.g., V1.0). 
· Use abbreviations/ truncations to keep the file name to no more than 30 characters.
· The document file name is in the footer of all pages
· The document is provided as a ‘searchable’ PDF format (i.e., it is saved as PDF directly from Microsoft Word; it is not printed off and scanned as a PDF). 
· This requirement is put in place to allow for efficient comparison and regulatory review between document versions, if applicable.
· Note: this requires electronic signature sign-off. 
· The document has been thoroughly reviewed and is free of grammar and formatting errors. The document will be posted on the BC Carbon Registry and will be publicly viewable under section 9(2) of the Act.
Verifiers are advised that template deviations or errors typically delay the regulatory review process, and the issuance of Offset Units.
For planning purposes, the anticipated regulator review time that Project Proponents and Verification Bodies should expect for offset issuances is 30 business days from receipt of a complete application package consisting of: Project Report and Verification Statement. Anticipated review times are based on receipt of complete documentation in appropriate templates in accordance with the Act and regulations. Where incomplete or inaccurate information is received, the proponent will be notified and the review period can be expected to extend beyond the anticipated period based on time required to receive revised documents. The Climate  Solutions Division does not warrant that anticipated review times will be met as processing time may vary depending on workload and are provided as a recommended minimum time allowance.
Report authors may contact GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca for guidance, questions or template suggestions.  The intention is to provide consistent, clear and accurate templates.
	Verification Statement Title:
	[Verification Statement title, version (e.g., V1.0) and date (month, day, year)]
E.g. Acme Fuel Switch Project Report Verification Statement V1 January 16, 2016
Important: update the version and date of the Project if updates/ revisions are made.

	Project Title (“The Project”):
	Project Title from Validated Project Plan, and consistently used in subsequent Project Reports. 

	Emission Offset Project Report Title:
	As listed on page 1 of Emission Offset Project Report  
[Project report title, version (e.g., V1.0) and date (month, day, year)]

	Project Report Period:
	[month, day, year] to [month, day, year]
Section 21(6)(d) of the Regulation

	Intended User of Document:
	This report has been prepared for the Director under the Greenhouse Gas Industrial Reporting and Control Act.
Email: GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca

	Document Prepared by:
	[Name, Address, Contact]
If applicable include the role and relationship to Project Proponent E.g., This report was prepared by ABC Consulting on behalf of XYZ Project Proponent. 

	Date:
	[month, day, year]

	Reference/Project/Number:
	Optional - for report Verification Body internal reference
Include N/A if not applicable
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[bookmark: _Toc397685930][bookmark: _Toc397685979][bookmark: _Toc500324062]overview
[bookmark: _Toc500324063]INTRODUCTION / VERIFICATION OBJECTIVE
As an independent Verification Body we were responsible for planning and executing the verification to deliver an opinion as to whether the Project Report is presented fairly and in accordance with the verification objectives, scope and criteria.
The following Verification Statement describes the scope of the engagement and the verification procedures for the Project. The Verification Statement includes techniques and processes used to test the greenhouse gas (GHG) information, and associated assertions, along with any additional information used in verification. 
A copy of the final verification plan is provided in Appendix A. The activities described therein were executed during the course of the verification. The sampling plan, a subset of the verification plan, is outlined along with the final results in Section 3.1 (Summary of Verification Results).


[bookmark: _Toc500324064]VERIFICATION BODY  
	General Information

	Verification Body 
	[Verification Body name]
Section 21(6)(a) of the Regulation
Include full legal company name. Trade name may be referenced in parentheses if applicable.

	Verification Body Contact Information
	[Primary contact name, address,  phone, email]
Section 21(6)(a) of the Regulation

	Accreditation 
	[Name of member of the International Accreditation Forum, ID#, scope(s) for which the Verification Body is accredited and date the accreditation expires]
Section 21(6)(k) of the Regulation

	Verification Body Team 

	Lead Verifier
	[Lead Verifier’s name and title]
Confirm accreditation and experience in verifying projects in the Project’s sectoral scope

	Independent Peer Reviewer
	[Peer Reviewer’s name and title]
Confirm accreditation and experience in verifying projects in the Project’s sectoral scope

	Technical Expert
	[Technical Expert’s name and title]
Confirm accreditation and experience in verifying projects in the Project’s sectoral scope

	Verifier(s)
	[Verifier’s name and title]
Confirm accreditation and experience in verifying projects in the Project’s sectoral scope

	Quality Assurance/Controls

	Quality Assurance and Quality Control
	[Describe the Verifier’s internal procedures or policies to ensure compliance with ISO standards]
Section 21(6)(l) of the Regulation

	Record Keeping and Data Management

	[Description of Verifier’s internal procedures or policies to ensure compliance with ISO 14065, the location of the records and data, and the time period for which the data will be maintained.]
Section 21(6)(l) of the Regulation

	Other Considerations

	Limitation of Liability 
	[Verification Body to insert limitation of liability clause here]


[bookmark: _Toc500324065]PROJECT PROPONENT
	General Information

	Project Proponent  
	[Project Proponent Name]
Include full legal company name. Trade name may be referenced in parentheses if applicable.

	Proponent Contact Information
	[Name, address,  phone, email]

	Quality Assurance/Controls

	Data and Information
	[Describe whether the data and information supporting the Project Reductions were hypothetical, projected and/or historical in nature.]
ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.9

	Quality Assurance and Quality Control
	[Describe the Project Proponent’s quality management procedures to manage data and information, including the information system and its controls.]
Section 21(6)(l) of the Regulation

	Record Keeping and Data Management

	[Describe the Project Proponent’s procedures or policies for: 
· The retention and management of records and data; 
· The location of the records and data; and 
· The time period for which the data will be maintained in accordance with the period described in Section 27 of the Regulation.]
Section 21(6)(l), 27 of the Regulation and ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.5


[bookmark: _Toc500324066]EMISSION OFFSET PROJECT DETAILS
	Project Overview

	Project Plan 
	[Project Plan title, version and date]

	Crediting Period
	[month, day, year] to [month, day, year]

	Project Start Date
	[month, day, year]

	Expected Lifetime of the Project
	[XX Years] as per accepted Project Plan

	Project Scope
	Include project scope as defined by the applicable member of the International Accreditation Forum (e.g., ANSI, SCC)] 





[bookmark: _Toc500324067][bookmark: _Toc350432199][bookmark: _Toc372708732]VERIFICATION METHODOLOGY

	Verification Methodology

	Verification Objective
	The objective of the verification was to assess whether the GHG assertions for emission offset Project Report satisfied all verification criteria. 
[Verification Body] considered completeness, consistency, accuracy, transparency, relevance, and conservativeness as criterion to facilitate the assessment of whether the Project Report and greenhouse gas (GHG) assertions are presented fairly without material discrepancies and substantiated by sufficient and appropriate evidence. 
ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.9(c )

	Verification Criteria
	· British Columbia Greenhouse Gas Industrial Reporting and Control Act (the Act) and the Emission Offset Project Regulation (the Regulation) 
· Emission Offset Project Regulation guidance issued by the Ministry of Energy and Climate Solutions, as applicable.
· [Title, version and date of the applicable protocol];
· and
· [Accepted Project Plan title, version and date].
ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.9(c)

	Level of Assurance
	[Describe the level of assurance achieved (i.e. reasonable or limited). A reasonable level assurance is to be achieved for acceptance under the Act.]
ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.9(b)

	Verification Scope
	The scope will include, but is not limited to, the following:
· Summary of the Baseline Scenario
· Project activities, technologies and process
· Sources, Sinks and Reservoirs listed in the Project Plan
· GHG gases identified in the Project Plan
· Applicable Project Report Period
ISO 14064-3 Clauses 4.3.4 and 4.9(c )



	Materiality
	[Identify materiality threshold and justify selection.]
Section 21(4)(a) to (c) of the Regulation and ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.3.5

	Verification Procedures

	Verification Procedures
	[Describe the verification procedures, including risk assessment and the sampling plan used in undertaking the verification. Procedures need to connect to risks identified by the Verifier for the greenhouse gas assertions and attribute risk level for each material line item, including the nature, timing, and extent of the procedures. These need to be described in sufficient detail to understand how the verification was done.]
Section 21(6)(h) of the Regulation

	Risk Assessment
	[Describe the outcomes of the risk assessment process conducted by the Verification Body.]

	Document Review
	[Describe how the verification was performed as an audit where the Project Plan, Project Report and any supporting documents were reviewed, cross checked and compared with the Regulation. Identify how this reduced audit risk.]
Section 21(6)(h) of the Regulation

	Site / Office Visits
	[Provide the dates of any site/office visits. Include all locations visited, the physical and organisational aspects of the Project inspected, and the rationale for selection. Where a site visit is not conducted, the Verification Body must provide a rationale for not doing so, as well as risk analysis and measures taken to mitigate risks to Verification Statement quality/comprehensiveness. ]
Section 21(6)(i) of the Regulation

	Interviews
	[Describe the interview process and identify personnel, including their roles, who were interviewed and/or provided information additional to that provided in the project description, monitoring report and append and describe any supporting documents.]
Section 21(6)(h) of the Regulation

	Inherent Limitations
	[Describe any inherent limitations that relate to uncertainty with the GHG assertion.]

	[bookmark: _Toc381010982][bookmark: _Toc254791672][bookmark: _Toc256053887]Additional Information
	[Add any additional information, including any required by the applicable Protocol, not included in the Project Report, used in the course of making the verification.]
Section 21(6)(h)(ii) of the Regulation


	
	
	




	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc500324068]key Findings
[bookmark: _Toc500324069]SUMMARY OF VERIFICATION RESULTS
A summary of the key findings from the verification is provided in the table below. Details on the identified discrepancies and resolutions are provided in Section 3.2.
Note that the results in the table below are suggestions only and should be considered bare minimum. Insert additional rows at bottom of table as needed. 
For each parameter, provide a summary in the Result column including the issues raised, the response(s) provided by the Project Proponent.

	Parameter
	Verification Assessment Procedures
	Result

	Project Eligibility

	[Describe the procedure(s) to verify the parameter] 
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions including: 
· Compliance with eligibility requirements in the Act and Regulation
· Eligibility of project activities (in the case of a Program of Activities) as documented and justified in the Project Plan included with the Project Report.

	Demonstration of Ownership
	[Describe the procedure(s) to verify the parameter]
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions, including: 
· Documents demonstrating ownership or right of use.
· Whether the Project Reductions have been recognized by another emission trading program or any other mechanism that includes GHG allowance trading.]

	Calculation of the asserted project GHG amounts
Section 21(6)(f) of the Regulation
	[Describe the procedure(s) to verify the parameter]
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions, including: 
· Reliability of the evidence used to support the asserted GHG amounts. 
· Accuracy of GHG Emission Reductions and Removals, including accuracy of spreadsheet formulae, conversions and aggregations, and consistent use of the data and parameters. 
· Whether methods and formulae for calculating Baseline Emissions, Project Emissions and Leakage from the applicable Protocol have been followed. 
· The appropriateness of any default values used in the Project Report.]

	Assessment of Uncertainty and Risk:
 a) the inherent risk of a material discrepancy occurring;
b) the risk that the controls of the organization or Project will not prevent or detect a material discrepancy; and,
c) the risk that the verifier will not detect any material discrepancy that has not been corrected by the controls of the organization or GHG project.
	[Describe the procedure(s) undertaken for the parameter]
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions, including: 
· Rationale, assumptions and justifications used to support the risk score.
· Documentation and data provided to support the risk score.
· Appropriateness of the risk score.]

	Assessment of Uncertainty and Risk (Permanence & Non-Permanence)
	[Describe the procedure(s) undertaken for the parameter]
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions, including: 
· Rationale, assumptions and justifications used to support the risk score.
· Documentation and data provided to support the risk score.
· Appropriateness of the risk score.]

	Consistency and compliance with Verification Criteria
	[Describe the procedure(s) undertaken for the parameter]
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions.]

	Implementation of GHG Data Management and Quality Control
	[Describe the procedure(s) to verify the parameter]
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions, including: 
· The suitability of the implemented monitoring system (i.e., the process and schedule for obtaining, recording, compiling and analysing the monitored data and parameters).
· The ability of the information management system processes to provide complete, accurate, transparent and timely data.] 

	Implementation of GHG Data Retention and Storage
	[Describe the procedure(s) to verify the parameter]
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions regarding compliance or ability to comply with Section 27 of the Regulation.]

	Project Plan Deviations
	[Describe the procedure(s) undertaken for the parameter, if any deviations are identified within Project Report section 4.3 Project Plan Deviations]
	[Identify, discuss and justify conclusions, if applicable.]


	
	
	




	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc500324070]IDENTIFIED DISCREPANCIES AND RESOLUTIONS
Summarize the number of material and immaterial discrepancies that remain outstanding. 
In the table below, provide a summary of issues raised, the response(s) provided by the Project Proponent, and the final conclusions and any resulting changes to project documents.

	Identified Error, Omission or Misrepresentation
	Material/Immaterial
	Resolution

	[Identify and describe errors, omissions or misrepresentations]
	[Identify if the error, omission or misrepresentation is material/immaterial and the impact on the GHG in both tonnes CO2e and percentage (%)]
	[Identify if the error, omission or misrepresentation has been resolved or not. If resolved, describe how the Proponent resolved the misstatement.
Add rows as needed.]

	Summary Misstatements

	Total Absolute Misstatement 
	[Enter absolute misstatement in both tonnes CO2e and percentage (%) as it relates to the Project Reduction]

	Aggregate Impact of Unresolved Errors, Omissions and Misrepresentations

	[Identify the aggregate % of unresolved errors, omissions or misrepresentations]  
	[In the professional judgement of the Verification Body:
· Determine if the aggregate effect of the unresolved errors, omissions or misrepresentations, in the context of the surrounding circumstances, changes or influences the Verification Statement; or 
· Determine if the aggregate effect of the unresolved errors, omissions or misrepresentations exceed the materiality threshold as defined in the applicable Protocol. 
Section 21(4)(a) to (c) of the Regulation and ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.4.1]



	
	
	




	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc500324071]Declaration
In accordance with the Regulation, the Verification Body may verify a Project Report if:
· The Verification Body has not performed 6 or more of the past 9 verifications for the same project; 
· The Verification Body did not validate the project’s Project Plan, unless at least 2 verification statements were completed over successive report periods by another Verification Body; 
· The Verification Body is not under investigation by and is in good standing with a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF).
Section 13(1), (2), (3) and (4)(a) of the Regulation )
In signing this declaration, I certify that the Verification Body:
· Before beginning work on verifying the Project Report, ensured it complied with section 22 of the Emission Offset Project Regulation (the Regulation) by completing a Conflict of Interest Report (see Appendix B); and,
· Asserts it is qualified under the Regulation to complete the verification of the Project Report.
The verification was made in a manner consistent with ISO 14064-3, and in accordance with the Act and the Regulation.
Add any other information required by the applicable Protocol to be in the Verification Statement.
If the Verification Body determines a qualification and/or limitations are necessary as per ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.9 (f), include a reference to the Verification Statement section in which all qualifications appear and explain how the asserted Project Reduction is affected. If there are qualifications and/or limitations, the next paragraph must be edited as appropriate.
Based on the processes and procedures conducted and described in this Verification Statement, the Verification Body, is satisfied the Project Report, including the asserted Project Reductions of [insert amount of Project Reduction as per ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.9 (f)], for the Project Report Period are materially correct, and a fair and accurate representation of the Project Reduction in accordance with the verification criteria, in all material respects, and are substantiated by sufficient and appropriate evidence.
For the purposes of this Verification Statement and in compliance with Section 21(6)(g) of the Regulation, the Verification Body is to state the Project Report is fair and accurate, with ‘accurate’ defined as ‘bias and uncertainties are reduced as far as practical’ as per ISO 14064-2 Clause 3.5 (Accuracy).

	Signature: 
	[add electronic signature]
Signatory is or is authorized to represent the Verification Body.   Section 21(6)(j) of the Regulation

	Verification Body
Signatory Name and Title:
	[Insert Verification Body Signatory Name]

	Verification Body
Signatory Name and Title:
	Insert Verification Body Signatory Title

	Date: 
	Executed as per date on page 1.



Section 21(6)(e), (g), (j) and (m) of the Regulation and ISO 14064-3 Clause 4.9

[bookmark: _Toc500324072]APPENDIX A: VERIFICATION PLAN 
Attach Verification Plan to the Verification Statement (and include “see attached” here). 


[bookmark: _Toc500324073]Appendix b: Conflict of Interest Report
[Before making a Validation or Verification Statement under the Regulation, the Validation or Verification Body is required to ensure it is free, or has in place procedures to mitigate any Threat to Independence in relation to the Validation or Verification Statement. 
Validation and Verification Bodies must complete this Conflict of Interest Report Template to describe the assessment and procedures taken to avoid any Threat to Independence, and to affirm any actual or potential Threats to Independence were avoided.]

1. [bookmark: _Toc500324074]VERIFICATION BODY CONTACT INFORMATION

	Verification Body Name:
	[Include full legal name.] 
Trade name may be referenced in parentheses, if applicable.

	Address:
	

	Primary contact name and title:
	  This must match Validation or Verification Statement as applicable

	Telephone:
	

	E-mail:
	

	[bookmark: _Toc266278736][bookmark: _Toc392490530][bookmark: _Toc392498675][bookmark: _Toc397697802][bookmark: _Toc398553370][bookmark: _Toc398553941]Secondary contact name and title:
	

	Telephone:
	

	E-mail:
	



1. [bookmark: _Toc500324075]ASSESSMENT AND PROCEDURES
[bookmark: _Toc500324076][bookmark: _Toc268165557][bookmark: _Toc392498685][bookmark: _Toc397697812][bookmark: _Toc398553380][bookmark: _Toc398553951]2.1 ASSESSMENT OF THREATS TO INDEPENDENCE
[Describe the assessment and the results of the assessment of Threats to Independence.]
 Sections 16(3)(a)(i) and 22(3)(a)(i) of the Regulation
1. [bookmark: _Toc500324077]MITIGATION PROCEDURES
[Describe the mitigating procedures taken, if any, to avoid an actual or potential Threat to Independence, such that a reasonable person would conclude the potential for a Threat to Independence is insignificant.]
Sections 16(2), 16(3)(a)(ii) and 22(2), 22(3)(a)(ii)
[bookmark: _Toc500324078][bookmark: _Toc392498687][bookmark: _Toc397697814][bookmark: _Toc398553382][bookmark: _Toc398553953]IMPLEMENTATION OF PROCEDURES
[Describe the how the procedures set out in section 2.2 of the Conflict of Interest Report (Mitigation Procedures), if any, were implemented in relation the Project Plan or Project Report.] 
Sections 16(3)(a)(iii) and 22(3)(a)(iii) of the Regulation
[bookmark: _Toc500324079]AFFIRMATION
In signing this document, I certify, on behalf of the Validation or Verification Body that:
I am an authorized officer of the Validation or Verification Body and have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this Conflict of Interest Report for the Project.  
Based upon reasonable investigation, including my inquiry of those individuals responsible for completing the assessment and implementing the procedures, I hereby warrant that the Validation or Verification Body avoided any actual or potential conflict of interest with the Project Proponent and no person in the Validation or Verification Body was involved in the development of the Project Plan or Project Report.
I understand that any false statement made in the submitted information may be a violation of the Emission Offset Project Regulation, section 16 or 22.
	Signature: 
	[add electronic signature]
Signatory is or is authorized to represent the Verification Body.   

	Verification Body
Signatory Name:
	[Insert Verification Body Signatory Name]

	Verification Body
Signatory Title:
	Insert Verification Body Signatory Title

	Date: 
	Executed as per date on page 1.







[bookmark: _Toc500324080]Appendix C: template modification LOG

Complete the following table if applicable (see instructions on page 1) or include the text “Not Applicable – no modifications were made to this template”
	Modification to Emission Offset Project Verification Statement Template 

	Section/Subsection and page number 
	Rationale for Modification(s)/Addition(s)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Add/delete rows as needed 
	



Include all attachments referenced within the Verification Statement (see instruction on page 1).
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