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CleanBC Industrial Incentive Program: 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Overview 
This document provides information on how to apply to the CleanBC Industrial 
Incentive Program (CIIP) for the transition year (2018 reporting period, 2019 program 
year). A Frequently Asked Questions document has been developed through 
consultations with stakeholders. This document contains information about the 
program, program eligibility, and application process for single facility and linear facility 
operations. All information is applicable to both facilities types (SFO or LFO) unless 
explicitly stated. Information specific to LFOs can be found in the last section of this 
document. 

 

Contact Information 
If you have any questions not contained within this document, please check the CIIP 
website or contact the Industrial Reporting and Control Team at 
GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=D317E81E9D8C4AEDA7F86EC316C54CB4
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/industry/cleanbc-program-for-industry/cleanbc-industrial-incentive-program
mailto:GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca
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Program Information 
 

1. What Is the CleanBC Industrial Incentive Program? 
 
The CleanBC Program for Industry includes two initiatives: the CleanBC Industrial 
Incentive Program (CIIP) and the CleanBC Industry Fund (CIF). CIIP will provide 
incentive payments based on operations' emissions intensity compared to a world-
leading performance benchmark. CIF will provide funding for industrial emissions 
reduction projects. The CleanBC Industrial Incentive Program applies to large industrial 
operations that report their emissions under the Greenhouse Gas Industrial Reporting 
and Control Act (GGIRCA). 

 
The first year of the CleanBC Program for Industry is a transition year. After program 
administrative costs, 75% of this amount will fund industrial incentive payments (CIIP), 
while 25% will be allocated to industrial emissions reductions projects through the 
CleanBC Industry Fund (CIF). 

 
2. How is the CleanBC Program for Industry and CIIP funded? 

 
In 2018, B.C.’s $30 carbon tax rate was raised to $35 per tonne, and it is set to increase by 
$5 every year until 2021. As the price of carbon rises, the CleanBC Program for Industry 
is expected to support competitiveness and facilitate emission reductions using an 
amount of funding equal to an estimate of the carbon tax that industry pays above $30 
per tonne carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). 

 
For the first year of the program, $56 million has been allocated for the CIIP and 
CIF (estimated incremental carbon tax paid by industry above $30/tonne of 
CO2e). 

 
3. Is the CIIP incentive payment separate/additive on to the CleanBC Fund? 

 
The programs are separate and require different applications. CIIP applications are 
due June 30th, 2019, while the Expression of Interest for CIF closed on April 19th, 
2019. 

 
Both programs require an expression of interest/application form to be 
submitted annually. These are voluntary programs created for industrial 
operations in B.C. 

 
4. What is the transition year? 
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The first year of CIIP (2018 reporting period, 2019 program year) will be a transition 
year for the program, allowing time for further program design, including developing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions benchmarks for interested sectors. No emissions 
intensity benchmarks will be used for incentive payment assessments during the 
transition year. 
For the first year of the program, $56 million has been allocated for the CIIP and CIF 
(estimated to amount to the incremental carbon tax paid by industry above 
$30/tonne of CO2e). In the transition year, after program administrative costs, 75% of 
this amount will fund industrial incentive payments (CIIP), while 25% will be allocated 
to industrial emissions reduction projects through the CleanBC Industry Fund (CIF). 

 
5. If a benchmark hasn’t yet been determined for a sector, how will the 

incentive payment be determined? 
 
Incentive payments for the transition year will be provided up to 75% of incremental 
carbon tax paid by operations in 2018. Operations that submit an application for the 
CIIP’s transition year and fulfill all eligibility requirements will obtain an incentive 
payment regardless of their emissions performance. Benchmarks will be set in early 
2020 for the 2020 program year. 

 
6. How long is the evaluation process expected to take before facilities hear back 

or receive an incentive payment? 

 
The evaluation process will take several months from the June 30th, 2019 application 
form deadline. Incentive payments can be expected in Fall 2019. The ministry may be in 
touch to confirm all data during the evaluation phase. 

 
7. What happens with program funds that are not allocated through the CIIP? 

 
Incremental carbon tax paid by industry not allocated back in the form of incentive 
payments through CIIP would be directed into the CIF, for funding industrial 
emissions reduction projects. 

Program Eligibility 

8. What are the eligibility criteria for CIIP? 
 
An industrial operation may be eligible to apply for CIIP if it: 

• Has GHG emissions ≥ 10,000 tonnes of CO2e excluding carbon dioxide 
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emissions from Schedule C biomass as defined in the Greenhouse 
Gas Emission Reporting Regulation 

• Reports emissions under GGIRCA:  
• GHG emissions must have been reported in the 2017 reporting 

period (by May 31, 2018) to be eligible for the CIIP this year; 
• Does not operate in a sector listed as being ineligible in the CIIP fact 

sheet (electricity import operations, sewage and waste treatment, 
natural gas distribution, fossil fuel electricity generation, electricity 
transmission); and 

• Does not have any outstanding debts under the Motor Fuel Tax Act or 
the Carbon Tax Act. 

 

9. Can a facility submit an application if it is over 25kt CO2e and not one of 
the excluded sectors? 

 
Yes, any reporting operations that report emissions under GGIRCA, are not in an 
excluded sector (electricity import operations, sewage and waste treatment, natural 
gas distribution, fossil fuel electricity generation, electricity transmission), and do not 
have any outstanding debts under the Motor Fuel Tax Act or the Carbon Tax Act can 
apply for CIIP. 

 
10. What is the review process to determine how much a facility will be paid? Is 

it case-by-case? 
 
During the transition year, incentive payments will be determined using greenhouse gas 
emissions and fuel usage data submitted through the CIIP application form for each 
facility to determine potential payment amounts. In future years, incentives will be 
based on how close their products’ emission intensity is to an established emissions 
intensity benchmark. Each facility’s incentives will be determined based on how its 
products’ emissions intensity compares to the benchmark on a year-by-year basis. 

 
11. Will there be any situation that the applicant will not be paid? What might 

the reason be? 
 
Application forms submitted after the deadline of June 30th, 2019 will not be guaranteed 
payment. In addition, facilities that have outstanding debts under the Carbon Tax Act or 
the Motor Fuel Tax Act will not be eligible. Finally, facilities that are out of reporting 
compliance under GGIRCA may also have their incentives affected. 

 
12. Is it mandatory to submit an application next year if a facility applied by 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/78EE77051FB94BA1B41A1B913AE3167E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/78EE77051FB94BA1B41A1B913AE3167E
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June 30th, 2019? 
 
It is expected that a reporting operation participating in CIIP will be required to submit 
an application each year that they wish to participate in the program. This will be 
required to determine the operation's emissions intensity compared to an established 
benchmark and ensure the correct amount of incentive payment each year. The 
application form may change in future years. This is a voluntary program for which 
facilities can decide to apply at any point in upcoming years. 

 
13. Do companies operating in British Columbia that are foreign-owned qualify 

for CIIP? 
 
Yes, any reporting operation that reports emissions under GGIRCA, is not an excluded 
sector (electricity import operations, sewage and waste treatment, natural gas 
distribution, fossil fuel electricity generation, electricity transmission), and does not 
have any outstanding debts under the Motor Fuel Tax Act or the Carbon Tax Act can 
apply for CIIP. 

 
Application Form 

14. Does the CIIP application need to be attached in Single Window 
Information Manager (SWIM) with regular emissions reporting under 
GGIRCA? A section of SWIM requests the CIIP application form as an 
attachment. 

 
Please check N/A in the Industrial Incentive Program section of "Comments and 
Supporting Information" attachment of the Single Window Reporting System (SWRS) 
that asks for CleanBC Industrial Incentive Program information. Do not attach your 
application form to your emissions report through SWIM. Please only submit your CIIP 
application form to GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca by June 30th, 2019 and include a signed 
and scanned copy of the Statement of Certification. 

 
15. Will you provide confirmation of applications received? 

 
Yes, you will receive an email within two business days that we have received 
your application. 

 
16. What should we do if benchmarks and production items have not yet 

been defined? 

mailto:GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca
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Benchmarks are not in effect for the transition year of the program (2018 reporting 
period, 2019 program year). Benchmarks will be announced in early 2020. If 
production items to be benchmarked have not yet been defined for your sector, 
please contact the Industrial Reporting and Control Team at GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca 
to discuss. 

 

17. If an overpayment was made, what mechanism will be in place for the 
Climate Action Secretariat to recoup the erroneously paid funds? 

 
By signing the Statement of Certification in the application form, the applicant agrees 
to repayment of erroneous amounts paid if data provided is determined to either be 
inconsistent with CIIP rules or not supported by evidence related to fuel usage and 
carbon tax paid. Any repayment amount may be deducted from a following year’s 
incentive payment. 

 
18. The application form referenced listing production values for products 

which have been agreed between the Climate Action Secretariat (CAS) and 
industry. What is the process for identifying or determining these products? 

 
The Industrial Reporting and Control Team at the CAS has been engaging with 
stakeholders on a sector by sector basis to determine the products or services to be 
benchmarked. 
 
Please contact us at GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca to either begin discussions for your 
sector or to join an ongoing engagement process for your sector. 

 
19. The application form opens in “Protected View” which does not allow me to 

enter data or save a copy of the application. 
 
Please click “Enable Editing” to enter data and save a copy of your application form. 

 
20. The application form state that the emission from individual products 

should match the total reported CO2e in 2018. Reporting operations do not 
currently report emissions from electricity but only natural gas, propane, 
diesel, and gasoline. Some mismatch may occur if a defined product uses 
electricity. How should a facility deal with any mismatch? 

 
CAS understands that some mismatch may occur when allocating emissions to 

mailto:GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca
mailto:GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca
mailto:GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca
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products due to electricity use or other factors. Please provide best projected quantities 
and we may be in touch to confirm all data during the evaluation phase. Final numbers 
may change subject to CAS's calculations during this phase. 

 
21. Are new facilities that were not operational in 2017 eligible to apply for 

CIIP if the facility was operational in 2018? 
 
Yes, new facilities that were not operational in 2017 but started operations in 2018 are 
eligible to apply for CIIP. 

 
22. Will information submitted in the CIIP application form be made 

publicly available or kept confidential by the Climate Action 
Secretariat? 

 
Information submitted in the CIIP application form will not be made publicly available 
due to the sensitive nature of some information (e.g. production data). CAS may share 
some information with other B.C. Government agencies to for the purposes of 
administering the program (e.g. checking that submitted information is consistent with 
information submitted to other ministries and/or agencies in the Province). The 
application form includes the following information waiver in the Statement of 
Certification: 

 
By submitting the application, the applicant agrees that the information contained on this 
application, or information contained in emission reports under the Greenhouse Gas 
Industrial Reporting and Control Act, may be shared with other British Columbia 
government agencies for the purpose of administering the CleanBC Program for Industry. 

 
23. Should applicants include Schedule C biomass in the application form, 

including in the Emissions, Emissions Allocation, and Statement of 
Certification tabs? 
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Yes, please include Schedule C biomass in both the emissions and emissions allocation 
tabs of the application. Decisions as to whether Schedule C biomass will be included or 
excluded in a sector’s benchmark will be based on discussions with the sector. 
Benchmarks are still in development and all information collected through the 
application form will help make informed decisions when we complete our benchmark 
assessments. If information is not submitted, generic data from other jurisdictions 
and/or facilities may be used during benchmark development. 

 
Third Party Verification 

 
24. What are the verification requirements during the transition year 

(2018 reporting period, 2019 program year)? 

There are no additional verification requirements for applicants during the first year of 
the CIIP (the 2018 reporting period). 

Under the Greenhouse Gas Industrial Reporting and Control Act (GGIRCA), B.C. facilities 
with attributable emissions of 25,000 tonnes of CO2e or more during either the current 
reporting period or any of the previous three reporting periods must have their 
emission reports verified by an accredited third party. 

 

25. What will the verification requirements be for next year (2020 onwards 
when benchmarks are in effect)? 

Additional information on CIIP application requirements, including verification 
requirements, for future years of the CIIP will be provided to operators later in 
2019. 

 

26. Will there be an ability to submit a delayed verification for the transition 
year (2018 reporting period, 2019 program year)? What about following 
years? 

Facilities participating in CIIP can use delayed verification for the 2018 reporting period 
(i.e., submitting verification reports for the 2018 reporting period). After the 2018 
reporting period, delayed verification is no longer an option for facilities participating in 
CIIP. Section 28 (3) of the Reporting Regulation provides guidance about the eligibility 
requirements for delayed verification. Only facilities that meet these requirements are 
eligible for delayed verification. 

 

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/lc/statreg/249_2015
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Linear Facility Operations (LFO) Application Form 
 

27. How do you define all facilities within an LFO? 
A Linear Facility Operation (LFO) is defined as an industrial operation that carries out 
one or more activities listed in column 2 of Table 2 in Schedule A of the Greenhouse 
Gas Emission Reporting Regulation. It is composed of: 

• Individual facilities A (If_a): those with emissions ≥10,000 tonnes of CO2e/year 
• Individual facilities B (If_b): those with emissions ≥1,000 tonnes of 

CO2e/year and ≤10,000 tonnes of CO2e/year 
• Aggregated report of small sources (L_c): includes all small facilities 

with emissions ≤1,000 tonnes of CO2e/year. 
 

28. How should applicants “complete one form for each individual facility 
considered part of an LFO”? 

For individual facilities currently reporting under the Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Reporting Regulation as part of a Linear Facility Operation (LFO): 

• Complete a form for each individual facility above 10,000 tonnes of 
CO2e/year (If_a) 

• Complete a form for each individual facility below 10,000 tonnes of 
CO2e/year (If_b) categorized as a natural gas processing plant or 
compressor station 

• Complete a form for all remainder facilities: individual facilities below 
10,000 tonnes of CO2e/year (If_b) other than compressor stations and gas 
plants, and the aggregated report for small sources (L_c). A complete list of 
facilities included in the form must be provided in the “Facility description” 
box. 

 

29. Does each individual facility’s Statement of Certification need to be signed? 

For LFOs, one Statement of Certification can be scanned, signed and sent along with all 
application forms, if they are all attached in the same email to 
GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca. In this case, please do not fill in the “Summary of data 
reported” in the signed statement. By signing the statement, the Certifying Official 
agrees that all “Summary of data reported” sections in all statements of certifications 
are accurate and based on reasonable estimates using available data. 

 

mailto:GHGRegulator@gov.bc.ca
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30. Why are LFOs different than SFOs for the purposes of CIIP? Why do they 
require a different application form? 

LFOs eligible for the program are upstream oil and gas and natural gas pipeline 
operations. For these, defining a product/activity is not a straight forward process. They 
encompass a heterogeneous mix of products and processes for natural gas and oil 
extraction, processing, storage, and transportation. 
Upstream oil and gas and pipelines are broken down into natural gas processing unit 
modules, which will then be assessed and benchmarked separately. For the transition 
year, we are using processing unit modules as defined in “Natural Gas Processing Unit 
Modules Definitions”, Alberta Climate Change Office, Draft Version 1.0 (2018). These 
definitions will be reviewed during benchmark development and may change based on 
the review of submitted information in the application forms. 

 

31. How is throughput for each processing unit module defined and reported? 

Throughput and production from defined unit processing modules should be reported 
in the “Module GHGs and Production” tab. Hover over the quantity cell for further detail 
on the volumes to be reported. 

Make sure that total throughput is reported as defined in the comments, and not by 
aggregating throughput volumes from the equipment inventory in the “Gas Fired 
Equipment” and “Electrical Equipment” tabs. These tabs will serve as an aid to allocate 
emissions to a specific processing unit module but should not be used to estimate 
module throughput. 

 

32. Is there a standard conversion from cubic meters (m3) to cubic meters of 
oil equivalent (m3OE)? 

For some gas processing unit modules, throughput/production volumes must be 
reported in m3OE. 

Cubic meter of oil equivalent (m3OE) is a unit of energy based on the approximate 
energy released by burning one m3 of crude oil. It is used to combine different oil and 
gas throughput or production into a single unit of measure. Oil equivalent conversion 
factors used to determine the energy equivalent production of natural gas processing 
facilities are listed below: 
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 Production Units m3OE Conversion 
Factor11 

Natural gas m3 9.87x10-4 

Liquid propane m3 0.66 

Liquid ethane m3 0.45 
Liquid butane m3 0.74 

 
33. Should flaring, venting and fugitive emissions be included as part of a 

specific processing unit module or should they be reported under the 
“Flaring, Venting, Fugitives, Other” module? 

Do not report flaring, venting and fugitive emissions as part of a processing unit 
module, other than the “Flaring, Venting, Fugitives, Other” module. Aggregate all flaring, 
venting and fugitive emissions from the facility under the “Flaring, Venting, Fugitives, 
Other” associated emissions. 

 

34. Does electricity generation from backup emergency generation counts 
as “Generated On-site”? 

Electricity information collected on the “Energy Inputs/Outputs” tab should be limited 
to primary equipment and should not include auxiliary power generation. 

In the “Module GHGs and production” tab, backup electricity generation emissions 
must be aggregated as part of the “Flaring, Venting, Fugitives, Other” module 
associated emissions. 

 

35. What needs to be reported as “Natural Gas Flared” and “Vented Natural Gas 
(from pneumatics)” for the “Fuel Usage” tab? 

What we expect in these rows are volumes of natural gas flared and natural gas 
vented from pneumatic equipment (in Sm3), as well as emissions associated with 
these sources. Currently, we can assign emissions to these categories based on the 
Source Type for which these emissions are reported under the Greenhouse Gas 
Emission Reporting Regulation. The following table lists all activities and source types 
for which fuel usage must be reported, by “Fuel Usage” category: 

                                                 
1 Conversion factors assume US Department of Energy’s estimated heat value of oil of 5.8 million BTU/bbl 
and BTU to Joule ISO 31-4 conversion factor. Factors were estimated using WCI.20 Default High Heat 
Value by Fuel Type (Table 20-1). 
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Fuel 
Usage 
Category 

GGERR Activity GGERR Emission Source Type 

Natural 
Gas Flaring 

Oil/Gas Extraction 
& Processing 

Flaring stacks 

Natural 
Gas Flaring 

Natural Gas 
Transmission, 
Distribution & Storage 

Flare stacks 

Natural 
Gas 
Pneumatic 
Venting 

Oil/Gas Extraction 
& Processing 

Natural gas pneumatic high 
bleed device venting 

Natural 
Gas 
Pneumatic 
Venting 

Oil/Gas Extraction 
& Processing 

Natural gas pneumatic pump venting 

Natural 
Gas 
Pneumatic 
Venting 

Oil/Gas Extraction 
& Processing 

Natural gas pneumatic low 
bleed device venting 



CIIP FAQ 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/industry/cleanbc-program-for- 
industry/cleanbc-industrial-incentive-program 14 

 

Natural 
Gas 
Pneumatic 
Venting 

Oil/Gas Extraction 
& Processing 

Natural gas pneumatic 
intermittent bleed device venting 

Natural 
Gas 
Pneumatic 
Venting 

Natural Gas 
Transmission, 
Distribution & Storage 

natural gas pneumatic high 
bleed device venting 

Natural 
Gas 
Pneumatic 
Venting 

Natural Gas 
Transmission, 
Distribution & Storage 

Natural gas pneumatic pump venting 

Natural 
Gas 
Pneumatic 
Venting 

Natural Gas 
Transmission, 
Distribution & Storage 

Natural gas pneumatic low 
bleed device venting 

Natural 
Gas 
Pneumatic 
Venting 

Natural Gas 
Transmission, 
Distribution & Storage 

Natural gas pneumatic 
intermittent bleed device venting 

Fuel Combustion General 
Stationary 
Combustion 

General stationary combustion, 
useful energy 

Fuel Combustion General 
Stationary 
Combustion 

General stationary combustion, 
no useful energy 

Fuel Combustion Mobile Combustion Fuel combustion by mobile 
equipment that is part of the 
facility 

Fuel Combustion Electricity Generation Fuel combustion for 
electricity generation 
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