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QUESTIONS TO ANSWER

• What is happening?

• Why do I need to know?

• What do I need to do?

• Who do I talk to if I have questions?
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CLIMATE IMPACTS TO PUBLIC SECTOR BUILDINGS
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2021 Heat Dome – 619 deaths

•Inadequate cooling in public sector buildings including housing

•Increased cooling demand and utility costs

•Closure of public sector facilities

•ZEV chargers melted

•System failures

2021 Wildfires –

•Complete loss of a health facility in Lytton

•Increased operations costs for air filters

2021 Floods –

•Closure of schools

•5-month closure of the Animal Health Centre with 100 staff displaced and greater 

time for diagnostic services

•Damage to provincial infrastructure



CLIMATE IMPACTS TO PUBLIC SECTOR BUILDINGS

• Compromised performance or 
catastrophic failures of buildings

• Downstream consequences including 
loss of life, injury, loss of services, loss of 
economic productivity, and 
psychological impacts

• Can jeopardize ability to meet emissions 
reduction targets
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ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND GOVERNANCE 
FRAMEWORK FOR CAPITAL: CLEANBC POLICIES

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and build climate resilience.

1. Climate Resilience Framework and Standards for Public Sector Buildings

2. Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE FRAMEWORK AND 
STANDARDS

• Applies a systematic and consistent approach across 
government

• Results in climate risk informed development

• Informed by a financial analysis report that looked at 
different building archetypes

• Aligned with:

• Initiatives of leading public sector organizations and 
ministries 

• Risk-informed recovery and development

• CleanBC objectives

• Federal code development in factoring in future climate in 
building code
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE FRAMEWORK AND 
STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC SECTOR BUILDINGS

• Requirements for high-level or concept plan stage, for business plans and 

reporting

• Applies to new business case approvals for the following public sector projects:

• Construction of new or replacement facilities

• Additions to existing buildings

• Major alterations to existing buildings, where more than 75%

of a building’s fundamental components are being replaced

Policy Requirements:

• Complete a climate exposure screening

• Complete a climate risk assessment

• Apply the minimum climate resilience standards
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE
FRAMEWORK 
AND STANDARDS
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MINIMUM CLIMATE RESILIENCE STANDARDS
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• For business plans, projects must assess climate risks and apply the standards.

• Warming climate and extreme heat, flooding, wildfire, strong wind events, cold snaps/extreme 

cold/ice storms, drought, power outages

• New and existing buildings



IMPLEMENTATION AND NEXT STEPS

• Have received and addressed early feedback

• Final review of the Climate Resilience Framework and Standards for Public Sector 
Buildings document

• Advisory Committee

• Public Sector Organization Technical Working Group

• Engineers and Geoscientists BC, Architectural Institute of British Columbia, Association 
of Consulting Engineering Companies of BC

• Will be an iterative process

• Learning from early implementation, identifying training needs, etc.
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LEARNING AND TRAINING 
@ CAN-ADAPT.CA

Courses

Climate Change Adaptation Fundamentals (Online)

Climate Change Perspectives for Project Managers (Online)

Natural Asset Management (Online)

The Financial Impact of Climate Change (Online)

PIEVC Protocol

Micro-credentials

Climate Adaptation Fundamentals

Infrastructure Resilience Professional

Communities of Practice
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FEEDBACK REQUEST:
WHAT DO YOU FORESEE NEEDING AS FAR AS 
SUPPORTS AND RESOURCES TO IMPLEMENT 

THIS POLICY?

CONTACT:
DEVON CARTER

CLIMATERISK@GOV.BC.CA
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