Climate Leadership Plan at a Glance

The Climate Leadership Plan is British Columbia’s
next step to fight climate change. This plan
highlights the first set of actions we are taking to
help meet our 2050 emissions reduction target
of 80 per cent below 2007 levels, while building a
clean economy.
These actions are expected to reduce annual
greenhouse gas emissions by up to 25 million
tonnes below current forecasts by 2050 and create
up to 66,000 jobs over the next ten years.

Natural Gas
Natural gas offers an opportunity to grow
British Columbia’s economy, while helping
other jurisdictions reduce their carbon
footprint by transitioning to this cleaner
burning fuel.

Transportation
Transportation is essential to keep
British Columbia moving, but a significant
source of our emissions.
The Province is launching new actions to
reduce the impact of transportation, including:
þ Increasing the requirements for our Low
Carbon Fuel Standard;
þ Amending regulations that encourage
switching commercial fleets to renewable
natural gas;
þ Expanding support for zero emission
vehicle charging stations in buildings; and

We are taking action in three key areas:

þ Expanding the Clean Energy Vehicle
program to support new vehicle incentives
and infrastructure.

þ Launching a strategy to reduce upstream
methane emissions by 45 per cent;

This is in addition to our 10-year transportation
plan that will:

þ Developing regulations to enable carbon
capture and storage; and

þ Invest in infrastructure to reduce congestion;

þ Investing in infrastructure to power
natural gas projects with British Columbia’s
clean electricity.
This action area is expected to reduce annual
emissions by up to 5 million tonnes by 2050.
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þ Create new rapid transit lines; and
þ Shift more public transit to low carbon fuels.
In total, this action area is expected to reduce
annual emissions by up to 3 million tonnes
by 2050.

Forestry & Agriculture
Forestry and agriculture are foundational
industries in British Columbia’s economy. Our
forests also offer incredible potential for storing
carbon, so we are taking further action to:
þ Rehabilitate under-productive forests;
þ Recover more wood fibre; and
þ Avoid emissions from burning slash.
Additionally, we are expanding a nutrient
management program that will help improve
the environmental performance of B.C.’s farms.
This action area is expected to reduce annual
emissions by up to 12 million tonnes by 2050.

Industry & Utilities
B.C.’s industrial sectors create good jobs for
British Columbians, but they also require
significant amounts of energy to power
production. That is why we are taking action to
reduce these emissions, including:
þ Developing new energy efficiency
standards for gas fired boilers;
þ Enabling further incentives to promote
adoption of efficient gas equipment; and
þ Facilitating projects that will help fuel
marine vessels and commercial vehicles
with cleaner burning natural gas.
We are working with utilities on their
demand-side management programs to
make electrification projects and natural
gas equipment more efficient. We are also
committing to making B.C.’s electricity 100 per
cent clean or renewable, with allowances to
address reliability. These actions are expected
to reduce annual emissions by up to 2 million
tonnes by 2050.

Communities &
Built Environment
Communities across B.C. play a critical role in
the fight against climate change, particularly
in the areas of buildings, waste, and planning.
To build on progress already made in our
communities, we are:
þ Working with local governments to refresh
the Climate Action Charter;
þ Identifying tools to focus growth near
transit corridors; and
þ Supporting more resilient infrastructure.
We are also amending regulations to promote
more energy efficient buildings, developing
requirements to encourage net zero ready
buildings, and creating a strategy to reduce
waste and turn it into valuable resources.
This action area is expected to reduce annual
emissions by up to 2 million tonnes by 2050.

Public Sector Leadership
B.C.’s public sector is already leading the way
in demonstrating how climate action can help
reduce emissions. To continue this leadership, we
are taking action with new strategies, including:
þ Promoting use of low carbon and renewable
materials in public sector buildings; and
þ Mandating the creation of 10-year
emissions reduction and adaptation plans
for provincial public sector operations.
This action area is expected to reduce annual
emissions by up to 1 million tonnes by 2050.
This set of 21 actions targets key areas we can
act on now. The Climate Leadership Plan will be
updated over the course of the following year as
work on the Pan-Canadian Framework on climate
action progresses.
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