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Water Policy Bulletin
Construction Dewatering Exemption
under the Water Sustainability Regulation

This bulletin clarifies water authorization requirements and exemptions under the Water
Sustainability Act (WSA) and Water Sustainability Requlation (WSR) for construction
dewatering activities. This bulletin explains changes to the WSR in effect as of February 27,
2026. Anyone looking to divert water from a construction site is encouraged to review this
bulletin before planning or commencing construction dewatering activities or applying for
a WSA Use Approval. More information is available in the Construction Dewatering under
the Water Sustainability Requlation operational policy.

Disclaimer: This document is provided as guidance only. Anyone seeking to divert water
from a stream or aquifer in B.C. is responsible for ensuring that they are compliant with all
applicable legislation. If you are planning to conduct construction dewatering activities

and are unsure if you qualify for an exemption, please contact FrontCounterBC for more
information.
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1. Permission to divert or use water

The WSA is British Columbia’s principal act regulating the sustainable management of
water. Most diversions of water from a stream or aquifer require WSA authorization
before the water can be diverted. Applications for WSA authorizations must be submitted
online through FrontCounterBC.

Recent changes to the WSR (sections [s.] 32.1 - 32.3) have created a tiered system of
authorization requirements for construction dewatering, with some activities no longer
requiring a WSA authorization if regulatory conditions are met. This change is part of the
B.C. government’s ongoing work to streamline permitting.

2. Construction Dewatering Exemption

Construction activities sometime require the temporary diversion of groundwater from an
excavation to allow work to proceed safely and effectively. Such excavations may range in
size from building foundation sites to utility pole installations and linear works like utility
trenches. For the purposes of this policy, construction dewatering refers only to
temporary diversions of water that occur during construction and end once the excavation
no longer requires dewatering. During construction dewatering, diverted water is typically
discharged immediately to the environment or a stormwater system. Prior to the WSR
changes described in this bulletin, all construction dewatering in B.C. required
authorization except when exempted for limited circumstances under WSR Division 4.

“Construction dewatering” (as defined in WSR s 32.1) means removing or
controlling excess groundwater from a single aquifer for the purpose of
facilitating construction activities, including preventing floods and maintaining
safety.

Summary of WSR s. 32.1-32.3 exemption and rules

Low-volume and mid-volume construction dewatering activities no longer require an
authorization if all applicable conditions for exemption are met. An authorization is still
required for construction dewatering exceeding 1,000 cubic metres (m*) per day or in
cases where the proponent is unable to meet all the exemption conditions.

Learn more about the water authorization exemption and rules in the Construction
Dewatering under the Water Sustainability Requlation operational policy.
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Conditions for Low-Volume Construction Dewatering (WSR s 32.1)

A construction dewatering activity with a maximum diversion rate not exceeding 300 m?

per day per aquifer is exempt from WSA authorization requirements if all the following

conditions are met:

1.

On any day within the diversion period, no more than 300 m? of groundwater is
diverted from the aquifer, whether from a single diversion point or multiple
diversion points;

The diversion period does not exceed 24 months;

The water supply and works of persons who are lawfully diverting or using water
under the Act will not be adversely affected by the diversion;

There is no use of the groundwater for a water use purpose between the time the
groundwater is diverted and the time the groundwater is discharged;
Groundwater is diverted and discharged without causing a significant risk of harm
to public safety, the environment, land or other property.

“Diversion period” (as defined in WSR s 32.1) means the period that begins on

the first day, and ends on the last day, that groundwater is diverted from an

aquifer for the purposes of construction dewatering.

Conditions for Mid-Volume Construction Dewatering (WSR s 32.2):
A construction dewatering activity with a diversion rate above 300 m? per day per aquifer
and not exceeding 1,000 m? per day is exempt from WSA authorization requirements if all

the following conditions are met:

1.

On any day within the diversion period, no more than 1,000 m? of groundwater is
diverted from the aquifer, whether from a single diversion point or multiple
diversion points;

The diversion period does not exceed 24 months;

The water supply and works of persons who are lawfully diverting or using water
under the Act will not be adversely affected by the diversion;

There is no use of the groundwater for a water use purpose between the time the
groundwater is diverted and the time the groundwater is discharged;
Groundwater is diverted and discharged without causing a significant risk of harm
to public safety, the environment, land or other property;

Note: In the event of a discrepancy between this information and the provisions in the
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6. The work is designed and performed, or directly supervised by, a qualified

professional who has competence in the field of hydrogeology or geotechnical
engineering.

The qualified professional must prepare a record of the following:

a. The dates on which the diversion period begins and ends;
b. The location description in relation to the aquifer from which groundwater is diverted
and each point of diversion and discharge;
c. The volume of groundwater diverted each day;
d. Details of the professional’s assessment with respect to:
i.  The water supply and works of persons who are lawfully diverting or using water
under the Act will not be adversely affected by the diversion;
ii.  Groundwater is diverted and discharged without causing a significant risk of
harm to public safety, the environment’, land or other property.

The records described must be prepared by the qualified professional and retained by

the construction operator (i.e., the proponent) for at least three years after the end of the
diversion period?.

Assessment of significant risk of harm

In the assessment of significant risk of harm to public safety, the environment, land or
other property, proponents should be aware that that the WSA prohibits a person from
introducing foreign matter into a stream (WSA s. 46) in such a quantity or in such a
manner as to cause a significant adverse impact to any of the following:

e The stream or stream channel,

e The existing uses of water from the stream,

e The property of riparian owners on the stream,

e An aquifer that is hydraulically connected to the stream or the existing uses of the
water from that aquifer, or

e The aquatic ecosystem of the stream.

'If the qualified professional is not competent to assess the risk of harm to the environment, the risk of
harm to the environment must be assessed by an additional qualified professional, who has competence
in the field of applied biology. Details of this assessment must be included in the record.

2 Qualified professionals may have record retention requirements established under the bylaws of their
regulatory bodies. The construction dewatering exemption is not meant to supersede or conflict with
these requirements, which still apply.

Note: In the event of a discrepancy between this information and the provisions in the
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Proponents are responsible for ensuring that discharged water does not cause significant
adverse impacts, such as through the introduction of foreign matter or substances that

are harmful to aquatic ecosystems.

Non-exempt Construction Dewatering:

If any of the following apply, the construction dewatering exemptions are not available,
and the proponent must apply for and acquire a WSA authorization prior to proceeding
with the dewatering activity:

1. The diversion rate exceeds 1,000 m? on any day;

2. The diversion period for construction dewatering exceeds 24 months;

3. The groundwater is used for a water use purpose? between the time the
groundwater is diverted and the time the groundwater is discharged;

4. The groundwater being diverted and discharged causes a significant risk of harm
to public safety, the environment, land or other property;

5. If, in the case of diversion rates between 300 and 1,000 m? per day, the work is not
designed and performed, or directly supervised by, a qualified professional who
has competence in the field of hydrogeology or geotechnical engineering.

3. Questions and Answers
Can I use a well for construction dewatering?
If a well is being used to conduct construction dewatering, there are additional

requirements in the Groundwater Protection Regulation (GWPR) that may apply, such as
the requirement to obtain a Well ID Plate or submit a Well Report. This is true even if the
activities are exempt from the need to obtain an authorization under the low-volume
construction dewatering or mid-volume construction dewatering exemptions.

The Dewatering and Drainage Wells Water Policy Bulletin and accompanying flowchart

provide more information on requirements for dewatering wells.

Do I need other approvals to discharge water?

If the construction dewatering exemption applies to your activities, a provincial water
authorization is not required to divert groundwater. However, other provincial and local
requirements may still exist. For example, a waste discharge authorization under the

3Under the WSA s 1 water use purpose means a purpose defined under WSA s 2 [water use purposes] or a

subset of a purpose defined in s 2.
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Water Sustainability Act and Regulations, the provisions in the statute and regulations will apply. Page 5 of 8


https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/39_2016
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/assets/intranet/wlrs/temp-for/water-information-hub/water-policies-and-procedures/water_policy_bulletin-dewatering_and_drainage_wells.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/water-wells/dewatering_and_drainage_wells_flowchart-bw.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14015#section1

Ministry of
BRITISH = Water, Land and March 2026
COLUMBIA | Resource Stewardship
Environmental Management Act is required for the prescribed industries, trades,
businesses, operations and activities listed in the Waste Discharge Regulation. In addition,
you may need to obtain a permit from a local government or regional district, particularly
if you are discharging water into a storm water system. Proponents are responsible for

adhering to all applicable laws and requirements.

Can I use the groundwater being diverted for other purposes?

To qualify for the construction dewatering exemption there can be no use of the
groundwater for a water use purpose between the time the groundwater is diverted and
the time the groundwater is discharged. A water authorization is required if diverted
water will be used for a water use purpose (for example, if the water is planned to be used
for dust suppression or for irrigating a field).

What if I am removing water from multiple locations?

The definition of construction dewatering in the Water Sustainability Regulation specifies
“removing or controlling excess groundwater from a single aquifer”. If a single
construction project is diverting water from multiple locations, but all points of diversion
are on the same aquifer, then the total amount of water diverted from all diversion points
is used to determine the volume of water diverted daily. If groundwater is being diverted
from multiple locations that are parts of different aquifers, then the total volume of water
diverted from each aquifer is considered independently.

To identify which aquifer(s) your work may impact, please see the Aquifer Search tool on
GWELLS.

Who is considered a qualified professional under this regulation?

Qualified professionals, referred to as a registrant in WSR s. 32.2, are registered members
of a regulatory body listed in Schedule 1 of the Professional Governance Act of B.C. For the
mid-volume construction dewatering exemption to apply, the work must be designed and
performed, or directly supervised by, a qualified professional with a competence in the
field of hydrogeology or geotechnical engineering. In addition, assessments by a qualified
professional who has competence in the field of applied biology may be required to assess
the risk of harm to the environment.

Note: In the event of a discrepancy between this information and the provisions in the
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What if I exceed the daily threshold for water diversion?
The daily thresholds (300 m* and 1,000 m?* for low and mid-volume construction
dewatering, respectively) are the maximum amount of water that can be diverted on any
day within the diversion period. If on any day within the diversion period more

groundwater is diverted than is allowed, both of the following must be done:

1. Report the matter to the closest FrontCounterBC regional office within 72 hours
after the matter occurs;

2. Take the measures, if any, specified by a water officer to remedy the effects of the
matter.

Reporting non-compliance does not relieve a person of potential consequences that may
be imposed for failing to comply with the WSA or a regulation made under it.

It's raining and now I need to divert more water than what is allowed under the
exemption thresholds - what do I do?

All water found in streams and all groundwater in B.C. (wherever groundwater is found) is
vested in the B.C. government (WSA s. 5). B.C. does not currently regulate non-vested
water (which may include precipitation, snowmelt, or non-channelized overland flow).
Consequently, an authorization is not required to divert, use, or store non-vested water.

If water in a construction excavation consists entirely of non-vested water, no
authorization is required to divert it. If there is a combination of vested and non-vested
water, an authorization is required unless the construction dewatering exemptions apply.
If an operator is using the low-volume or mid-volume construction dewatering
exemptions, and there is a sudden increase in the amount of water that must be diverted
to an extent that the operator is now out of compliance with the exemption conditions (for
example, due to a precipitation event), the operator must report their non-compliance
within 72 hours and take any remedial measures specified by a water officer, as previously
described.

What if my construction dewatering activities exceed the diversion period of 24
months?

If a construction dewatering activity is intended to exceed the maximum diversion period
of 24 months, then the construction dewatering exemption does not apply and an
authorization must be obtained.

What to do if you witness someone who is out of compliance?

Note: In the event of a discrepancy between this information and the provisions in the
Water Sustainability Act and Regulations, the provisions in the statute and regulations will apply. Page 7 of 8
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If you witness someone who may not be adhering to all requirements under the WSA or
WSR, please report the incident through the Report All Poachers and Polluters (RAPP)
hotline by phone 1 877 952-7277 or Report Online.

I applied for an authorization for constructure dewatering but have not received a
decision on my application. The diversion I have applied for fits within the new
exemptions - what should I do now?

Please contact FrontCounterBC with regards to your application and indicate that you
believe your application is affected by this regulatory change. If the exemptions apply to
your proposed activity, staff will work with you to withdraw your application if appropriate
and facilitate a refund of your application fee according to the Refunds for Applications

policy.

4 . Contact us

FrontCounterBC

Tel.: 1-877-855-3222 (Toll-Free)
Email: frontcounterbc@qgov.bc.ca Locations: FrontCounterBC locations

5. Links and Resources

Water policy and guidance: Applying for WSA authorization:
e New operational guidance for e Apply Online: Water Licence
construction dewatering » Apply Online: Use Approval

e Water Licences and Approvals

e Refunds for Applications policy
e Dewatering and Drainage Wells
Water Policy Bulletin.

Water tools and resources:
e GWELLS Aquifer Search tool
Provincial Acts and Regulations: * Describing the Aquifer, Point of
e Water Sustainability Act Groundwater Diversion and Point of
Well Diversion in Authorizations for
Diversion and Use of Groundwater
e Mitigation Measures - Province of
British Columbia
e Report a Natural Resource Violation

o Water Sustainability Requlation
o Groundwater Protection Requlation
e Professional Governance Act
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