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Use of Water Allocation Plans

1.

POLICY STATEMENT
Where in place a Water Allocation Plan, approved by the Regional Water Manager or the
Comptroller of Water Rights, may be used for adjudicating water allocation decisions.

2.

DEFINITIONS
Water Allocation Plan means a plan containing analysis which determines water
availability within a watershed, having taken into account current water supply
and existing used and unused licensed demand, together with the requirements for
non-consumptive in-stream uses on the main stem and tributaries. The Plan
provides recommendations for the future allocation of water within the watershed.

3.

REASON FOR POLICY
The adjudication of an application to use water normally requires that the proposal
undergo a thorough and rigorous investigation, including a separate supply/demand
analysis and a site inspection. However, the use of a Water Allocation Plan presents an
opportunity to undertake a comprehensive supply/demand analysis for an entire
watershed. The Plan can then be used as an efficient means of adjudicating current
outstanding applications as well as future proposals for water use.

4.

PROCEDURES
In determining whether the development of a Water Allocation Plan would be
appropriate, consideration may include the following:
•

A large number of outstanding water licence applications are located in a
watershed;

•

The potential for receiving a large number of future water licence applications in
a watershed is high;

•

Maintenance of non-consumptive instream uses of water on the stream requires a
determination be made of existing water supply and licensed demands within a
watershed; and

•

Savings in staff time and resources required to adjudicate both existing and
potential applications justifies the preparation of a water allocation plan.
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Use of Water Allocation Plans
A Plan may be considered current if the recommendations remain valid and there are no
substantial changes to either water availability or demand. However, consideration should
be given to revising the Plan if one or more of the following occurs:
•

There is new hydrological information available;

•

There are new licences issued or licences have been abandoned or canceled which
have significant allocated volumes; or

•

Changes to instream needs reduce the reliability of the Plan to assist with new
water allocation decisions.

Detailed procedures will be developed as necessary.
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