water

nourishes

our bodies

W AT E R W I S E F A C T S

BE A WATER HERO AND BE PART OF THE SOLUTION

In B.C, we use about 490 litres average

When we take care of our water, it takes care of us.

per person per day, and the Canadian

There are many ways to conserve and protect

average is 330 litres per person per day.

our water on a daily basis, like:
䡲 Think water efficient when you buy products
like washing machines, dishwashers, fridges,
irrigation systems, taps and toilets.

Dripping taps are a major cause of wasted
water and can also cause water damage in the
home. Fixing a dripping tap can save up to

䡲 Shower under a “low flow” showerhead.

300 litres of quality BC drinking water per week.

䡲 Replace your toilet with a “low flow” model.

Toilets account for 30% of indoor water use.

Choose one that uses 6 litres or less per flush.
䡲 Reduce or eliminate the use of paints,

The average garden hose pours out 20 litres
a minute.

fertilizers and pesticides in your home and
garden and never pour them down the drain.

Less than 3% of municipally-treated water

䡲 Use an efficient method like

is actually used for drinking. The rest goes

drip irrigation to water

down the drain or toilet, or on our gardens.

your plants.

VISIT

WWW.LIVINGWATERSMART.CA
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR
TO SEND YOUR THOUGHTS

Living
Water
Smart
BRITISH COLUMBIA’ S
WATER PLAN

MESSAGE FROM THE B.C. GOVERNMENT

B.C.’s growing communities, economic
growth, healthy food, clean energy and our
beautiful environment need a plentiful
amount of clean water. As a finite resource,

water makes

life

on earth possible

water’s limits must be recognized, meaning
that the days of taking our “unlimited” supply of water for granted have passed.

LIVING WATER SMART

B.C.’s water is essential to our quality

䡲 Setting strong water efficiency targets

We have to carefully manage our water to

of life. Impacts of climate change, our growing

and working with all sectors to reduce

ensure this precious resource is available for

population and booming economy means

water consumption.

everyone. Living Water Smart – B.C.’s Water

that we need a different approach to

䡲 Improving science and information so

Plan is government’s vision and commitment

water management.

British Columbians can better prepare for

to ensuring that
our water stays
healthy and
secure for future
generations.
Everyone can
be part of the solution. Together we need
to challenge ourselves to think about
the steps we can take daily to protect
our water today and for tomorrow.

Living Water Smart provides government’s

the impacts of climate change.

vision for sustainable water stewardship. This

It will take a collective effort to make this

vision will be achieved through actions and

vision a reality. We must all work together

targets that include:

to protect water sources, manage

䡲 Keeping water in mind when we develop

water demands, modernize

our communities, protecting sources of
drinking water and strengthening flood

water systems and infrastructure,
and live water smart.

protection to adapt to climate change.
䡲 Ensuring wetlands and waterways will be
protected and rehabilitated and land activities
will not negatively impact our water.
䡲 Modernizing B.C.’s Water Laws to ensure
adequate stream flows, ecosystem health,
more community involvement, and
protection of groundwater.

Reducing waste helps
prevent sending
precious water,
energy and money
down the drain.

