
   

 

Page 1 of 3 

 

 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 
Dike Maintenance Act Approval for Installation or Removal of Utility Poles  

Within a Dike or Dike Right of Way 
 

 
Under Section 2(4) of the BC Provincial Dike Maintenance Act (DMA), any proposed 
installation on or over a regulated dike or dike right-of-way requires written approval from the 
Inspector of Dikes. 
 
This guideline is intended to help applicants understand the existing submission requirements 
typically needed for DMA approval applications when installing or removing utility poles and 
associated infrastructure on a regulated dike or dike right-of-way. 
 
The Inspector of Dikes office prefers that utility poles are not installed within a dike or its 
right-of-way. However, if alternative locations are not feasible, applicants are requested to 
submit the documentation outlined in Sections 1.0 and 2.0 as part of their Dike Maintenance 
Act application. 
 
For the purpose of this guideline, a utility pole refers to the pole itself along with any 
associated infrastructure, including guy wires, anchors, and foundations. 
 
1.0 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR POLE INSTALLATION OR REMOVAL 

 
• Documented Approval of the proposed works from the Diking Authority 

responsible for the ownership and maintenance of the dike (e.g., a letter of 
permission). 

• Documented Approval of the proposed works from the owner of the land requiring 
access (e.g., a letter of permission from the landowner). 

• A substantiated rationale should be provided for why the utility pole cannot be 
installed away from the dike. 

• If possible, the utility pole and associated installations (e.g., anchors, grounding 
wires etc.) should be placed to minimize impacts to dike maintenance and future 
construction or upgrades. 
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2.0 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR POLE INSTALLATION OR REMOVAL 
 

2.1 Design Brief  
The application should contain a design brief, prepared by a qualified Professional 
Engineer, providing a detailed summary of proposed works within the dike or dike 
right-of-way including: 
• The general and specific location should be shown and described for the proposed 

works in and around the regulated dike; 
• Methodologies for any excavation, installation, and backfill; 
• Excavation depth and extent, including installation depth of the utility pole,  
• Backfill material specifications and compaction method;  
• Details on measures taken to protect against internal erosion/piping caused by 

preferential seepage paths developing, especially at the soil-structure interface; 
• Confirmation that utility pole sizing and installation method have considered 

wind-loading and other applicable static and dynamic loads; 
• The utility pole and associated installations (e.g., anchors, grounding wires etc.) 

should be placed to minimize impacts to dike maintenance and future construction 
or upgrades;  

• Power lines should be installed on the landward side of the dike. The power poles 
should be offset a minimum of 600 mm from the landward dike toe1. 

• Where a power line crosses the dike, a minimum vertical clearance of 5.5 m 
should be provided for the lowest cable1; 

• Confirmation the works will be supervised by a qualified Professional Engineer 
with experience and knowledge in geotechnical engineering. 
 

2.2 Plan-View and Cross-Sectional Drawings 
• Final sealed drawings depicting the proposed utility pole(s) and associated 

infrastructure in or near to the dike. The application should include: 
• a plan view, depicting all adjacent property lines, limits of proposed or 

existing right of ways, adjacent utilities, and other relevant features; 
• cross-section drawing depicting the area of excavation/disturbance and the 

installed works in relation to the dike. 
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3.0 COMPLETION REPORT 
 

After DMA application approval, and upon completion of the works, the Inspector of Dikes 
may require the following: 

• A letter signed by a Professional Engineer certifying that excavations were 
properly backfilled under the supervision of a qualified Professional Engineer and 
that the installation/removal of the utility pole did not negatively impact the 
integrity of the dike; 

• Sealed record drawings depicting location and installation depth of the utility 
pole(s) and associated works. Specifications should be listed on the drawings of 
any materials placed in or near to the dike. The drawings should show the works 
relative to the dike both in plan-view and cross-section.  

 
Please refer to the Dike Management website2 for an up-to-date copy of the Dike Maintenance 
Act, general information on the Dike Maintenance Act approval process, and guidelines for dike 
construction. 
 
If you have any questions while preparing your application, please contact a Deputy Inspector of 
Dikes within the relevant region3.  
 
Effective date: July 30, 2025 
 
 
Resources: 
 
1. Dike Design and Construction Guide: Best Management Practices for British Columbia. 
July 2003, revised 2011. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-
water/water/integrated-flood-hazard-mgmt/dike_des_cons_guide_july-2011.pdf 
 
2. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/drought-flooding-
dikes-dams/integrated-flood-hazard-management/governance/dike-management/approvals 
 
3. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/integrated-flood-
hazard-mgmt/dike_safety_program_contact_list.pdf 
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