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| would like to speak:to:

0

0

0

The historic significance of this land management initiative;

The purpose of the  Framework Agreement  (FA), and the resulting
Implementation of community control over lands and resources;

The roles of the Lands Advisory Board (LAB) and the First Nation Land
Management Resource Centre (RC);

How LAB and the RC relate to other First Nation Institutions;

The evolution of LAB and the RC since the inception of the Framework

Agreement;

Future Coll aborations with the Province,; ¢
Initiatives;

Experiences under Land Code; and

U Anx guestions or concerns about the Framework Agreement.



Background on Lands Management
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Indian Aact:

A Enacted in 1876:

A Consolidated all previous acts concerning
Indians into one body but not Treaties;

A  Gave Canada a coordinated approach to
Indian policy along with justification to
Implement and enforce policies;

A The Constitution Act of 1867, section
91(24) gave Canada the authority to

| egi sl ate all matters rel a
and | ands reserved for | nd
Indian Act was the expression of this

authority.

A No First Nation (FN) Consultation.



nNThe great aim of our
been to do away with the tribal system

and assimilate the Indian people in all
respects with the other inhabitants of

the Dominion as speedily as they are fit
to change. o

Sir John A Macdonald, 1887




LegacyHof thdndian Act:
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Paternalistic;

Permission needed to leave the reserve;

Permission required to sell hay, etc.;

Residential Schools;

Enfranchisement;

Forbade FNOs from for ming
organizations;

Prevented FNOs from pur sul
Potlatch and other cultural ceremonies

declared illegal;

Denied FN peoples the right to vote;
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La}nd Management History

Indian Act SS. 53 & 60 (delegated
authorities);

Hall Commission Inquiry at Westbank First
Nation (1987);

Lawsuit and settlement (1988);

Lands, Reserves and Trust Review;

SS. 53 & 60 First Nations;

Framework Agreement (February 12, 1996);
First Nation Land Management Act (FMLMA)
(June 1999)
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***¥1982 and 1984 Constitutional Amendments
with Sections 25 and 35 on Aboriginal and
Treaty Rights Recognition***




Significance of Land Management

..............

i

s,
4
£y
b3/

44 Land Management

" Is a conscious effort to shed
@ the legacy of the Indian Act
' land provisions, practices,
policies and procedures.

The Framework Agreement on First Nation
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Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management

O Government to Government agreement

O First Nation driven (originally 14 First Nations)

O First real recognition of inherent right to manage lands
and resources

Thesigning of the Framework Agreement at Georgina First Nation on February 12, 1996
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Purpose of the Framework Agreement

NThi s may Dbe the singl e most
accomplishment for First Nations this

century, to have First Nations recognized as
governments with their own law - making
powers and contr ol over t he.

Chief Joe Matthias
Squamish Nation

To enable First Nations to resume control
over their lands and resources for the use
and benefit of their members without
Government interference, by replacing the
land provisions of the Indian Act with First
Nation made laws.
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Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management
Guiding
———— Document

_ _ Framework

FIII‘St\Na:tIOI’] Agreement on Federal Govern}mtlant
N e First Nation Lanc T
TN N Management |
| R 1996 |
B Voo
v

First Nations
Land
Management

Community
Ratification
Process

Land Code

Act
1999




What Do FN Land Codes Mean to the FNs that Choose to Pass and

Implement Those Land Codes?

O It unshackles communities from the land
management provisions of the Indian
Act;

O It means that the FN resumes its
Inherent right as the recognized
governmental decision -making body
over its reserve lands and resources;

O The FN has recognized law making
powers and jurisdiction,

O An operational FN can exercise those
governmental powers without Federal
and Provincial governmental
Interference;
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O It replaces the Indian Act land provisions with its own FN
made laws;

O It puts decision making back into the hands of the community
and its members;

O It protects reserve lands from never being diminished in size;

O It provides increased accountability to the members and
citizens of the community;

O It helps allow decision making to take place at the speed of
business;

O FNs decide their own future and to implement what they want

to happen over their lands and resources without being hand -
held or dictated to by government.
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Land Management Enhanced Benefits Under the Framework Agreement

A Quicker decision making (operate at the speed of business);

A Strengthens FN values and vision;

A Protects FN legal interests;

A Provides more flexibility, better lease terms for the FN, and better
accountability of third  -parties to the FN;

A Enables better relationships with financial institutions and the ability
to borrow for capital investments;

A Facilitates more consistency with FN Land Use Plans;

Al ncreased6s the |l evel of interest and p
as awareness of Community issues;

A Increases both internal and external investment;
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Evolution of Lands Management

A New Millennium. A New Beginning.

On January 1, 2000 three Framework Agreement
signatories began to govern their own lands and
resources.

O Chippewas of Georgina Island (ON),
O Mississaugas of Scugog Island (ON), and
O Muskoday First Nation (SK).

This was Historic!
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