FAQs - Youth Work in Trades Scholarship
Q1: Why did the Youth Work in Trades Award (WRK Award) change to a scholarship?

e Following a comprehensive review of the Youth Work in Trades Award Program, the
Ministry of Education and Child Care and SkilledTradesBC saw an opportunity to
better support students’ trades training after high school.

e The Youth Work in Trades Scholarship (WRK Scholarship) replaces the previous
award and provides financial support to students who pursue post-secondary
trades training.

e This change reduces administrative burden for school staff, adheres to the
program’s annual $600,000 budget and prioritizes support for students with
demonstrated financial need.

e ECC and SkilledTradesBC recognize the importance of continued incentive funding
that engages students in trades training and helps address labour market shortages.

Q2: How do applicants know if they qualify for the Youth Work in Trades Award or the new
Youth Work in Trades Scholarship?

e Students who registered with SkilledTradesBC as a Youth Apprentice on or before
June 30, 2024 will automatically be considered for the Youth Work in Trades Award.
They do not need to apply.

e Students who registered with SkilledTradesBC as a Youth Apprentice on or after July
1, 2024, need to apply for the Youth Work in Trades Scholarship.

Q3. When does this year’s application period open and close?

e Forthe 2025-26 school year, the application period is from Tuesday, September 2 to
Friday, November 14 at 4 pm PST.

Q4. Will applicants be able to see previews of the application and redemption forms before
filling them out?

e Yes, preview copies of the application and redemption forms are available on the
Career Programs webpage for reference so that applicants can familiarize

themselves with the information they’ll need to provide. Please note that the
preview copies cannot be submitted to the ministry. All application and redemption
forms for the WRK Scholarship must be submitted online.


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/career-programs

Q5. Can applicants start their application or redemption and return to them later?

No, applicants must complete the application or redemption forms and submit
them within a single sitting. The documents take about 20 minutes to complete,
provided the applicant has all the necessary information ready to submit. Please
look through the preview copies of the documents on the Career Programs webpage
to see what information you need to have ready to fill out the forms.

Q6: What if there are more than 600 eligible recipients annually?

The program’s annual budget is $600,000, which allows for the distribution of 600 x
$1,000 awards.

As the two award programs operate simultaneously over the next 1-2 years (i.e., the
WRK Award and WRK Scholarship), those who are eligible for the Youth Work in
Trades Award will have their awards prioritized within the program’s annual budget,
followed by those who are eligible for the Youth Work in Trades Scholarship.

For WRK Scholarship recipients only, if the number of awards requested exceeds
the funding available, recipients will be prioritized based on their demonstrated
financial need.

Q7. Why do WRK Scholarship applicants have to submit information about theirincome
and anticipated expenses?

If there are more than 600 eligible recipients, WRK Scholarship applications will be
prioritized based on financial need.

Q8. If their initial application is unsuccessful, may applicants reapply?

Yes, if their initial application is unsuccessful, WRK Scholarship applicants may
reapply in a subsequent year if they are still eligible. They have up to and including
the fallimmediately following their last school-aged year to do this.

Please keep in mind that applicants may only receive one Youth Work in Trades
Scholarship regardless of the number of applications they submit.

Q9. What does “school-aged” mean?

A school-aged student is a student between the age of 5 by December 31 of the
current calendar year and 19 on or after July 1 of the current school year. As a
reminder a school year begins on July 1 and ends on June 30.

To help determine if you are school-aged, please refer to the chart to see if you are
eligible to receive the Youth Work in Trades $1,000 Scholarship:



If a student’s birthday falls ...then the four Youth | ...and 900 hours of
between: Work in Trades work-based training
courses must be must be logged with
completed by: SkilledTradesBC by:
July 1, 2005 June 30, 2006 June 30, 2025 August 31, 2025
July 1, 2006 June 30, 2007 June 30, 2026 August 31, 2026
July 1, 2007 June 30, 2008 June 30, 2027 August 31, 2027
July 1, 2008 June 30, 2009 June 30, 2028 August 31, 2028

Q10. How will the $1,000 scholarships be distributed?

¢ Cheques will be mailed directly to eligible recipients after they complete the

redemption form posted on the ministry’s Career Programs webpage.

e The redemption form includes the opportunity for applicants to confirm their

preferred mailing address.

Q11. How will applicants redeem their scholarships?

To redeem their scholarships, applicants must:

e Enrollin a post-secondary trades training program at a training provider approved by

SkilledTradesBC.

¢ Request and receive a "Confirmation of Enrolment" letter (or equivalent) from the

training provider that confirms the applicant is registered in post-secondary trades

training program.

¢ Upload the “Confirmation of Enrolment” letter (or equivalent) to the online

Redemption form and submit it.

e Wait for the cheque to arrive in the mail. Cheques may take 6-8 weeks to arrive.

¢ Applicants must complete the redemption process within three years of receiving

their application approval notification.

Q12. If an applicant attended a level of training as part of a Youth Train in Trades program
with their school, could they use this program for the Confirmation of Enrolment

requirement when redeeming the scholarship?

e No, students cannot use a level of training they attended under the Youth Train in

Trades program to satisfy the enrolment requirement.

Q13. What can the WRK Scholarship be used for?

e The scholarships are to help eligible recipients pay for tuition and required fees for a

SkilledTradesBC recognized post-secondary trades training program.



https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/career-programs

Q14. What happens if an applicant’s employer pays the tuition?

e Ifan employer pays for an applicant’s tuition for recognized, formal trades training,
the apprentice is still eligible to apply for the WRK Scholarship.

e The scholarship can then be used to offset the cost of any remaining expenses,
such as mandatory fees and required tools and equipment.

Q15. What if an applicant intends to pursue post-secondary trades training outside British
Columbia?

¢ Applicants may use the WRK Scholarship to pursue post-secondary trades training
outside of B.C. if the program is recognized and approved by SkilledTradesBC.

Q16. What if an applicant intends to pursue post-secondary trades training outside
Canada?

e SkilledTradesBC does not recognize any post-secondary trades training programs
outside Canada, and the WRK Scholarship cannot be used to offset the costs
associated with those training programs.

Q17. What should an applicant do if they believe they met all the eligibility requirements
but received a decline letter?

¢ Applicants should email WRK.Scholarships@gov.bc.ca with their questions and a
member of staff will work with the applicant to better understand the issue.

Q18. Will school districts be informed of the WRK Scholarship recipients in their districts?

* Yes, the ministry will provide the names of scholarship recipients to the school
district from which the recipients graduated to help inform local program planning
and delivery.

¢ [tisthe responsibility of school districts and schools to adhere to their own privacy
policies when handling any further outreach to students.

Q19. What if an applicant has a question that hasn’t been addressed in these FAQs?

If an applicant has a question that has not been answered in this document, please email
WRK.Scholarships@gov.bc.ca



mailto:WRK.Scholarships@gov.bc.ca
mailto:WRK.Scholarships@gov.bc.ca

