GRADE 6 WRITING: Additional Tasks/Samples (second installment)
Personal/Impromptu Writing tasks

Additional tasks: Grade 6 Personal/Impromptu Writing June 2002

Note: one additional sample for Personal/impromptu writing was previously
submitted in March; thus, this sample is sample “2”
Grade 6 Personal/impromptu Writing: Additional Sample 2
Response to My Name is Paula Popowich
Context
The teacher read the novel, My Name is Paula Popowich to the students over several weeks.
After each section, students discussed the events, and reacted to the decisions that the characters
made.
Process
After reading a section where the main character ran away from home, the teacher posed the following
questions:
•
•

Is running away from home a good idea?
What would you do, if you had Paula’s problem?

Students wrote independently for 10 minutes; they did not revise or edit their writing.
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Teacher’s Observations
The student provides some explanation for his response to the situation. The writing shows little
control of sentence structure.
• offers some opinions and reactions related to a main idea
• information and ideas are relatively simple
• some explanation, details, and examples
• sentences are poorly constructed
• generally sticks to the topic and is easy to follow
• ending is weak or abrupt
• most familiar words are spelled correctly
• some run-on sentences and fragments
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Teacher’s Observations
• offers relevant personal reactions and ideas with some sense of individuality
• ideas and information are generally straightforward and direct
• includes some relevant explanations, details and examples to develop ideas
• variety of sentence lengths; may vary sentence beginnings, use subordinate clauses (result may
be awkward in places)
• few errors; these do not interfere with meaning
• most familiar words are spelled correctly
• frequent punctuation errors; often inconsistent in use of capital letters
• many sentences are run-on or fragments
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Grade 6 Personal/impromptu Writing: Additional Sample 3
Response to Aché Brazil
Context
Students in this class frequently write in response to their experiences—reading, listening,
viewing performances. They had previously reviewed construction of paragraphs.
Process
The class watched a performance of Brazilian music, dance, and martial arts (capoerira) called
Aché Brazil. They brainstormed and discussed the skills, attitudes, abilities required of the
performers. The teacher asked them to write two related paragraphs:
•
•

the skills, attitudes, and abilities required to be an Ache Brazil performer
what they liked or admired about the performers and the performance

The teacher instructed students to check their work carefully and fix any errors they noted;
however, students did not engage in a formal editing or publishing process.
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Teacher’s Observations
The student offers relevant personal opinions and reactions, with some explanation.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

offers some opinions and reactions related to a main idea
information and ideas are relatively simple
some explanation, details, and examples
language tends to be simple and often vague
introduces the topic and purpose at the beginning
sticks to the topic, with related ideas grouped together; sequence is easy to follow
ending is effective
most basic words are spelled correctly; includes some errors
basic sentence punctuation is usually correct; uses commas and capital letters inconsistently
some run-on sentences and fragments
includes some errors in grammar and word choice
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Teacher’s Observations
The student offers and supports relevant ideas and reactions. Some careless errors (e.g., missing words)
detract from the overall quality of the piece.
• offers relevant personal reactions and ideas with some sense of individuality
• ideas and information are generally straightforward and direct
• includes some relevant explanations, details and examples to develop ideas
• language is clear with some variety and description
• sentence length may be varied; tends to rely on a few basic patterns
• introduces the topic and purpose at the beginning; attempts to provide some context
• sticks to the topic, with related ideas grouped together; sequence is easy to follow
• ending is logical but abrupt
• over-uses a few connecting words (e.g., also)
• most familiar words are spelled correctly
• most sentences are complete and correct; may include occasional run-on sentences or
fragments
• follows basic rules of grammar; may include occasional errors
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Grade 6 Personal/impromptu Writing: Additional Sample 4
School Today vs. School in the Future
Context
Students in this classroom are frequently ask to write about their opinions or personal
connections to what they read, view, and hear. These impromptu compositions were written
during a science fiction unit. The students had read, listened to, and viewed a variety of science
fiction literature and videos.
Process
After reading and discussing a story set in 2157, students were to decide whether they would
rather attend schools of today, or the type of school portrayed in the story. Students were
encouraged to develop and support their ideas. They had time to proofread their work, but did
not revise or edit to create good copies. These are their first drafts.
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Teacher’s Observations
The student provides a variety of reasons and examples to support his opinion; however, poorly
constructed sentences detract from the quality of the work.
• offers some opinions and reactions related to a main idea
• information and ideas are relatively simple
• some explanation, details, and examples
• language tends to be simple and often vague
• sentences are often short and repetitive and/or poorly constructed
• generally sticks to the topic and is easy to follow
• ending is abrupt
• over-uses a few connecting words (e.g., and)
• many sentences are run-on or fragments
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127<(7

0((76

)8//<

(;&(('6

61$36+27









0($1,1*









































67</(

)250

&219(17,216

Teacher’s Observations
The students has offered a conversational reaction to the topic. Although the writing is described,
overall, as fully meeting expectations because of the content, there are many weaknesses in style,
particularly in terms of tone. It appears that errors in conventions (e.g., kinda, fragments) are caused by
the student attempting to create a personal style, rather than by not knowing the correct form. This is a
piece of writing that could be substantially improved by editing.
• offers relevant personal reactions and ideas with some sense of individuality
• ideas and information are generally straightforward and direct
• includes some relevant explanations, details and examples to develop ideas
• language tends to be simple and often vague
• sentence length may be varied; tends to rely on a few basic patterns
• introduces the topic and purpose at the beginning
• sticks to the topic, with related ideas grouped together; sequence is easy to follow
• over-uses a few connecting words (e.g., and)
• most familiar words are spelled correctly
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Grade 6 Personal/impromptu Writing: Additional Sample 5
Response to Cricket in Times Square
Context
Students in this classroom frequently write response journal entries where they offer their ideas
and reactions to material they are reading, or activities their class engages in. They have
discussed criteria for an effective response, and the importance of thinking about the
effectiveness of their writing as well as offering ideas about their reading.
Process
As part of a novel study of The Cricket in Times Square, students were asked to select an event
from the story that was personally meaningful to them, and describe their opinions, feelings,
reactions, and personal connections. Students were reminded to provide reasons and examples to
support their ideas, and to organize their ideas in a logical way.
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Teacher’s Observations
The student provides a clear basic description of the situation, and offers a personal connection.
The writing contains few errors.
• offers some opinions and reactions related to a main idea
• information and ideas are relatively simple
• some explanation, details, and examples
• language tends to be simple and often vague
• sticks to the topic, with related ideas grouped together; sequence is easy to follow
• ending is weak or abrupt
• most words are spelled correctly
• punctuation is correct, including commas
• sentences are complete and correct
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Teacher’s Observations
The writing is clear and easy-to-follow, and the student has developed a logical personal connection.
• offers relevant personal reactions and ideas with some sense of individuality
• ideas and information are generally straightforward and direct
• gives logical explanations. details and examples to develop and clarify the main ideas
• language is clear with some variety and description
• variety of sentence lengths; may vary sentence beginnings, use subordinate clauses (result may
be awkward in places)
• sticks to the topic, with related ideas grouped together; sequence is easy to follow
• ending is logical but abrupt
• few errors; these do not interfere with meaning
• sentences are complete and correct
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