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3.1 Strategic Goals, Objectives

3.2 Strategic Lenses

3.0  An Integrated  
Transportation  
Planning  
Framework
Experiences in B.C. and elsewhere suggest 
that planning, designing, and building 
transportation infrastructure is best 
achieved through an integrated planning 
process. An integrated planning framework 
is consistent with its strategic goals and 
objectives and reduces barriers for diverse 
populations across the province.  

For B.C.’s Integrated Planning Process, 
Figure 2 illustrates the relationships 
between the strategic goals and objectives, 
the critical lenses to consider at all stages 
of the process, and a general process for 
planning and designing communities and 
transportation infrastructure. Together, 
these components make up the integrated 
planning framework. These concepts can 
be explored further through Planning 
Together BC: Integrated Transportation 
and Land Use Planning for Thriving 
Communities. The next section of the Guide 
outlines this planning framework in greater 
detail.  

This framework is designed to be 
universally applicable – it can be used for 
both land use and transportation planning, 
at all stages of the planning process, as 
well as at all scales of projects and in 
different contexts across B.C.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/driving-and-transportation/transportation-infrastructure/planning/planningtogetherbc/documents/planning_together_bc-framework-2023.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/driving-and-transportation/transportation-infrastructure/planning/planningtogetherbc/documents/planning_together_bc-framework-2023.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/driving-and-transportation/transportation-infrastructure/planning/planningtogetherbc/documents/planning_together_bc-framework-2023.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/driving-and-transportation/transportation-infrastructure/planning/planningtogetherbc/documents/planning_together_bc-framework-2023.pdf
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3.1 Strategic Goals, Objectives

The following strategic goals and objectives are key to the integrated planning process.

Complete Connected Communities means ensuring that 
development occurs in proximity to convenient and sustainable 
transportation options, jobs, services, and other daily needs, which 
can reduce the need to own and drive a vehicle. It also means 
providing a mix of housing and transportation options that reflect 
the local context and community make-up. 

Safe and Integrated Transportation Systems means investing in, 
building, and maintaining a safe, seamless and reliable system 
across transportation modes and jurisdictions. This includes 
providing multiple choices for moving people and goods, which will 
in turn enhance system resilience and reduce overall vehicle travel.

Economic Competitiveness is enhanced by seamlessly connecting 
people to jobs and services, while also facilitating the efficient 
movement of goods. Planning land use to maximize economic 
development potential – through an integrated and cooperative 
approach – is also key to growing a stronger economy.

Resilience and Climate Action includes reducing GHG emissions by 
shifting to sustainable transportation modes and  
lowering vehicle-kilometres travelled. It also means developing 
robust and resilient communities and transportation systems that 
are flexible and provide redundancy to accommodate disruptions.
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3.2 Strategic Lenses

Investing in complete communities and 
multi-modal transportation supports 
independent mobility and provides increased 
access to employment, education, economic 
and community participation opportunities. 
Addressing structural inequities and 
ensuring communities are healthy, vibrant, 
diverse and inclusive for all requires 
focusing on equity-priority groups. This 
means prioritizing people and populations 
who are being underserved, misserved or 
disadvantaged by policies, procedures and 
programs and have historically faced barriers 
that impact their ability to participate equally 
in society.

The success of all provincial strategies 
and plans is founded on recognizing and 
incorporating the broad diversity of peoples 
and communities in B.C. These same 
foundations are also essential to integrated 
planning in our province. In this regard, all 
land use and multi-modal transportation 
plans and designs must be guided by 
strategic lenses that are foundational in 
identifying needs, shaping opportunities and 
developing solutions. It is paramount that 

these lenses are considered from the outset 
and applied at all stages of the planning 
process.

•	 Equity: Equity means striving for a 
just, free and fair society where all 
people have access to the necessary 
opportunities and resources to live a 
healthy and meaningful life. Provincial, 
regional, and municipal goals all 
emphasize the need to increase equity 
by supporting equity-priority groups. 
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•	 Diversity and Inclusion: Many identity 
factors influence equity, including race, 
gender, sexual orientation, income, 
age, ability, religion, language, among 
others. The intersection of these identity 
factors creates unique experiences of 
discrimination and privilege. Applying 
an intersectional, inclusionary lens 
means striving to recognize and 
mitigate these factors through planning 
and design, education, awareness 
or other policies. The Province uses 
the Gender Based Analysis (GBA+) 
approach to examine projects through 
an intersectional lens and consider how 
to improve access for equity-priority and 
traditionally underserved populations.

•	 Reconciliation: The Province recognizes 
the importance of Indigenous 
knowledge and is committed to 
ensuring that the priorities, goals, 
aspirations, and values of B.C.’s 
Indigenous Peoples are included in 
all integrated planning processes. 
Beyond the legislated commitments 
from the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) in 2019 and the framework for 
reconciliation, all stages of integrated 
planning and development need to 
emphasize and support opportunities.

Highway 1 Falls Creek Crossing Reconciliation Day Observations
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