Technical Circular T-3/03
Date: April 28, 2003
To:

All HQ Directors: Prof. Services, Planning & Major Projects
All Regional Managers: Prof. Services, Planning & Operations
All District Highways Managers

Subject:

Peace District Low Volume Roads

References:
BC Supplement to TAC Geometric Design Guide
PURPOSE:
To clarify the Ministry’s Policy with regard to the design of Low Volume Roads in the
Peace District.

BACKGROUND:
Recent discussions with stakeholder groups within the Peace District have highlighted
concerns that the public has with our current approach to hard surfacing roads in the area.
The current strategy of an 8.3 metre top with 1.5:1 shoulder slopes has raised two main
concerns.
•
•

The paved surface is too narrow to properly accommodate the large vehicles in use by
agriculture and industry.
The larger agricultural and industrial vehicles have difficulty using the shoulder slope,
when and where necessary.

In order to address these concerns a decision has been taken to revise the current template
on future construction, where economically feasible. The new template will incorporate a
9.0 metre hard surfaced top with 3 or 4 to 1 shoulder slopes. (See typical section
attached)
Certain factors may make this new template more expensive. These factors include right
of way requirements, very large fills or large excavations. In addition, there may be some
low volume local or primarily residential roads where industrial or agricultural traffic
volumes are low enough that the new template is deemed to be an inappropriate standard.
Where the cost associated with the new template are felt to be excessive, or where
industrial or agricultural traffic volumes are low enough not to warrant application of the
full template width, options for incremental improvement will be discussed with
stakeholders to determine the best value approach on specific roads or sections of roads.

PROCEDURE:
The use of the revised template, as a minimum standard for low volume roads, is a
requirement for all projects within the Peace District effective immediately. Exceptions to
this standard will only be considered, as outlined in the previous section, after stakeholder
consultation and review of appropriate road template standards to be applied for the given
road. At a minimum, stakeholder consultations will include MLAs, the Regional
Transportation Advisory Committee, and Rural Roads Task Forces.
Exceptions must be approved by the Chief Engineer, or designate.

CONTACTS:
D. Ross Coulter, AScT
Sr. Geometric Standards Technologist
Engineering Branch
Victoria, BC
(250) 356-7928

Dirk Nyland, P. Eng.
Chief Engineer
cc:

ADM Highways Operations
ADM Planning & Major projects
All Regional Directors

