
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING: 

TIMBER SITUATED ON PROVINCIAL PUBLIC HIGHWAY AND ON OTHER BCTFA-OWNED LANDS  

Among 

MINISTRY OF FORESTS 

and 

MINISTY OF TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

And 

BC TRANSPORTATION FINANCING AUTHORITY 

 
Dated this 24th day of May, 2022 

1.0 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is to provide direction to Natural Resource 
Districts and Transportation Districts on the rights to timber cutting, and the rights to remove that 
timber situated on provincial public highway and on BCTFA-owned fee simple land. 

It is understood that Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) and the Ministry of Forests 
(MOF) are acting for the economic and social benefit of all British Columbians.  No party should be 
impeding another party in exercising its programs within the bounds of the statutes of British Columbia.  

2.0 DEFINITIONS 

In this document, the following definitions are required for understanding of this MOU. 

 “BCTFA” means the BC Transportation Financing Authority, a crown corporation continued 
under the Transportation Act and an agent of the government pursuant to s. 27(1) of that Act; 
 

 “BCTFA-owned fee simple land” means land owned in fee simple by BCTFA; 
 

 “MOF” means the Ministry of Forests or any other Ministry in past or future that is responsible 
to administer the Forest Act. 

 “MOTI” means the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure or any other Ministry in past or 
future that is responsible to administer the Transportation Act.  
 

 “MoU” means this Memorandum of Understanding; 
 

 The terms “Crown land”, “Crown timber”, “private land”, “scale” and “timber” when used in this 
MoU have the same meaning as attributed to those terms in the Forest Act; and 
 



 The term “provincial public highway” when used in this MoU has the same meaning as 
attributed to that term in the Transportation Act. 

3.0 COMMON UNDERSTANDINGS 

3.1 Pursuant to s. 58(2) of the Transportation Act, BCTFA holds and acquires all of the government’s 
right and title in and to the soil and freehold of every provincial public highway.   Since provincial 
public highways are ‘owned’ by BCTFA, provincial public highways are not Crown land but rather 
are considered private land for the purposes of the Forest Act.   In consequence, any timber 
located on a provincial public highway or on BCTFA-owned fee simple lands is not Crown timber 
but is private timber. 

3.2   Any timber harvesting within a provincial public highway or on BCTFA-owned fee simple land is 
the responsibility of BCTFA and MOTI, including authorizations, practices, pricing and removal of 
timber resources. 

3.3 The Registrar of Timber Marks has issued a non-exportable private timber mark to BCTFA for 
each Natural Resource District in BC and those timber marks are listed in Schedule A. 

3.4 BCTFA and MOTI must ensure that any removal or transportation of timber from provincial 
public highway or from BCTFA-owned fee simple land is authorized by the timber mark 
described in s. 3.3 above and complies with the requirements under Forest Act and the Timber 
Marking and Transportation Regulation, B.C. Reg. 253/97, for private timber. 

3.5 BCTFA and MOTI may from time to time seek an exemption from the requirements set out in s. 
3.4 to the extent that such exemptions are permitted under the Forest Act or the Timber 
Marking and Transportation Regulation. 

3.6 If MOF is uncertain as to the status of land as provincial public highway, MOF is encouraged to 
contact the applicable MOTI District Office as set out below. 

3.7 Both MOTI and MOF may maintain internal documents that may be helpful to staff in 
understanding  this MoU. 

4.0 DESIGNATED CONTACTS 

4.1 The designated MOTI/BCTFA contact person for the purposes of this Agreement is the Associate 
Deputy Minister.   The designated MOF contact person for the purposes of this Agreement is the 
Associate Deputy Minister. 

4.2 A list of the MOTI District offices within BC with the appropriate contact person within each 
office in the event that MOF staff has any questions as to the status of land as provincial public 
highway is attached as Schedule B. 

4.3 A list of the Natural Resource District offices within BC with the appropriate contact person 
within each office in the event that MOTI staff has any questions relating to timber marks, 
removal of  and transportation of timber is attached as Schedule C. 

 



5.0 EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM OF THIS MOU 

5.1 This MOU is effective May 24, 2022. 

5.2 The signatories to this MOU or their designates may, upon 14 days notice in writing convene a 
meeting to discuss possible modification or termination of the MOU. 

5.3 This MOU supersedes all previous memoranda between MOF and MOTI regarding timber rights 
on provincial public highway or on BCTFA-owned fee simple land. 

  



SCHEDULE A  

List of BCTFA Timber Marks 

 

Natural Resource Forest District BCTFA/MOTI Timber Mark 

100 Mile House NELND 
Campbell River NELMY 

Cariboo-Chilcotin NELNB 
Cascades NELNG 
Chilliwack NELFM 

Coast Mountains NELNM 
Fort Nelson NELNO 
Haida Gwaii NELNP 
Mackenzie NELNL 

Nadina NELNI 
North Island NELMX 

Okanagan Shuswap NELNE 
Peace NELNN 

Prince George NELNJ 
Quesnel NELNC 

Rocky Mountain NELNA 
Sea to Sky NELMW 

Selkirk NELMZ 
Skeena Stikine NELNH 
South Island NELFN 

Stuart Nechako NELNK 
Sunshine Coast NELMV 

Thompson Rivers NELNF 
 

Forest District Boundary Map Reference:  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/ministry-of-
forests-lands-and-natural-resource-operations-region-district-contacts 

   



SCHEDULE B 

List of MOTI District Offices 

 

District Location Map 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/driving-and-transportation/reports-and-reference/bc-ministry-
transportation-infrastructure-regions-districts-map.pdf  
 
District Office Locations and Contacts 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/transportation-reports-and-reference/regional-
district-contacts 

FLNRO referrals should be addressed to the following inboxes for assignment based on location: 

District 
Number District Name Email Office Locations 

1 Lower Mainland District Development.Services.LMD@gov.bc.ca Coquitlam, Chilliwack, 
Sunshine Coast 

2 Vancouver Island District DevelopmentServices.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca Nanaimo, Courtenay, 
Saanich 

3 Rocky Mountain District RMDDevApp@gov.bc.ca Cranbrook, Revelstoke 

4 West Kootenay District BCMOT.WKD@gov.bc.ca Nelson, Grand Forks 

5 Okanagan-Shuswap District DA.Kelowna@gov.bc.ca Kelowna, Salmon Arm, 
Vernon, Penticton 

6 Thompson-Nicola District TNDevelopmentServices@gov.bc.ca   Kamloops, Merritt 

7 Cariboo District SIR.CaribooDistrict@gov.bc.ca Williams Lake, Quesnel, 
100 Mile House, 

8 Peace District DevApps.FSJ@gov.bc.ca Fort St. John, Dawson 
Creek, Chetwynd 

9 Fort George District DA.FortGeorge@Gov.bc.ca Prince George, McBride, 
Vanderhoof 

10 Bulkley-Stikine District DS.BulkleyStikine@gov.bc.ca Smithers, Stewart, 
Burns Lake, Dease Lake, 

11 Skeena District Skeenada@gov.bc.ca Terrace, Haida Gwaii 

 

 

 

 



SCHEDULE C 

List of Natural Resource District Offices  

All correspondence should be addressed to the District Manager 

 

Region: Caribou INBOX LOCATION 
Cariboo-Chilcotin FLNR.AdminservicesCariboo@gov.bc.ca Williams Lake 
100 Mile House Forests.100MileHouseDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca 100 Mile House 
Quesnel Forests.QuesnelDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Quesnel 
Region: Kootenay Boundary  
Selkirk Resources.Nelson@gov.bc.ca Nelson 
Rocky Mountain FCBC.CBK@gov.bc.ca Cranbrook 
Region: Northeast   
Fort Nelson Forests.FortNelsonDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Fort Nelson 
Peace Forests.PeaceDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Dawson Creek 
Region: Omineca   
Mackenzie Forests.MackenzieDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Mackenzie 
Prince George Forests.PrinceGeorgeDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Prince George 
Stuart Nechako Forests.VanderhoofDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Vanderhoof 
Stuart Nechako Forests.FortStJamesDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Fort St. James 
Region: Thompson - Okanagan  
Cascades Forests.cascadesdistrictoffice@gov.bc.ca Merritt 
Okanagan Shuswap Forests.OkanaganShuswapDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Vernon 
Thompson Rivers ThompsonRiversDistrict@gov.bc.ca Kamloops 
Region: Skeena   
Nadina Forests.NadinaDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Burns Lake 
Skeena Stikine Forests.SkeenaStikineDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Smithers 
Coast Mountain Forests.KalumDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Terrace 
Region: South Coast  
Chilliwack Forests.ChilliwackDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Chilliwack 
Sea to Sky FLNRO.SeatoSkyDistrict@gov.bc.ca Squamish 
Sunshine Coast Forests.SunshineCoastDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Powell River 
Region: West Coast   
Campbell River Forests.CampbellRiverDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Campbell River 
Haida Gwaii FrontCounterHaidaGwaii@gov.bc.ca Queen Charlotte 
North Island Forests.NorthIslandCentralCoastDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Port McNeill 
South Island Forests.SouthIslandDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca Port Alberni 

 

 


