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June 2, 2026 

Attention: Paul Savinkoff, P.Geo. 
Senior Geoscientist 
Ministry of Transportation and Transit 
Paul.savinkoff@gov.bc.ca 

SLR Project No.: 201.089840.00001 

Revision: 0 

RE: Step A Screening – Sheridan and McLeese Creek Culvert Replacements, 
Highway 97 and Forglen Road near McLeese Lake, BC 

On behalf of the Ministry of Transportation and Transit (MOTT), SLR Consulting (Canada) Ltd. 
(SLR) completed a Step A Screening to identify potential current and historical Contaminated 
Sites Regulation (CSR) Schedule 2 uses at or near the proposed culvert replacement projects 
(the sites) near McLeese Lake, BC. 

• McLeese Creek culvert No. 10592 on Forglen Road; and 

• Sheridan Creek culvert on Highway 97. 

The proposed project sites are shown on Figures 1 and 2. 

The Step A Screening was completed in preparation for construction activities, per the MOTT 
Technical Circular T-02/25 Contaminated Sites: Soil and Rock Relocation and Property 
Acquisition. Information sources reviewed for the Step A Screening included historical aerial 
photographs/imagery, and searches of the provincial and federal registries for contaminated 
sites. Due to the nature of the sites, a site reconnaissance was not conducted, and city 
directories and fire insurance maps were not available and not considered necessary to 
determine land use related to the construction area. 

Document Review 

MOTT Documents 

SLR was supplied with the following document by MOTT: 

• McLeese Creek Culvert No. 10592, Project No. 25157-0000, Draft Issued for Tender, 
dated March 24, 2026. 

No design drawings were provided for the Sheridan Creek culvert replacement. The proposed 
project consists of replacing the existing culvert. 

Aerial Photographs 

Aerial photographs for the site and surrounding area (shown on Figures 1 and 2) were reviewed 
for the period between 1947 and 2000. Additional and more recent aerial photographic imagery 
(2006 to 2023) were reviewed on publicly available on-line sources. 
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McLeese Creek 

The first available image was from 1947. The site consisted of vacant cleared land. The 
surrounding areas were forested. In the 1958 aerial photograph, Highway 97 was present 130 m 
east of the site. In the 1964 aerial photograph, a roadway was present running northeast-
southwest through the site in similar alignment to Forglen Road. In 1972, an inferred residential 
dwelling was present 10 m northeast of the site. In 1979, the area adjacent northwest of the site 
appeared to be disturbed, and a roadway was present running north from site towards McLeese 
Lake. In 1986, various sports fields and a building were present on the property adjacent 
northwest of the site in the location of the community hall. In the 1995 aerial photograph, an 
additional residential dwelling was present 30 m east of the site. In 2000, an additional sport 
field was present 60 m southwest of the site. 

In 2018, the sports fields both northwest and southwest of the site were no longer present. 
Between 2018 and 2023, no changes were visible at the site or surrounding lands. 

Sheridan Creek 

The first available image was from 1947. The site and surrounding area consisted of forested 
land. In the 1958 aerial photograph, Highway 97 was present running northwest-south through 
the site. In 1966, a roadway, in similar alignment to Beaver Lake Road, was present 70 m north 
of the site. In 1985, various residential dwellings were present north of the site along Beaver 
Lake Road. Between 1985 and 2023, no changes were visible at the sites or surrounding lands. 

In summary, no Schedule 2 activities were identified at the sites or the surrounding area/parcels 
within 100 m of the sites, as part of the aerial photograph search. 

BC Site Registry Search 

On May 1, 2026, SLR conducted an area search of iMapBC1 for the BC Ministry of Environment 
and Parks (ENV) Site Registry for contaminated sites. No provincial contaminated sites were 
identified on the project sites or at parcels within a 100 m radius of the project sites. 

Federal Contaminated Sites Search 

On May 1, 2026, SLR conducted a search of the Federal Contaminated Sites Inventory (FCSI)2 
online database to identify known federal contaminated sites. No active, suspected or closed 
federal contaminated sites were identified within a 100 m radius of the project sites or the full 
area reviewed. 

 

  

 

1 https://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/imap4m/ 
2 https://map-carte.tbs-sct.gc.ca/map-carte/fcsi-rscf/map-carte.aspx?Language=EN&backto=www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/fcsi-
rscf/home-accueil-eng.aspx 
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Conclusions 
No Schedule 2 uses were identified within the site boundaries or the surrounding area/parcels 
within 100 m radius in the site. Therefore, per MOTT Technical Circular T-02/25, Step B 
investigation is not required for the project and ENV Protocol 19 site investigation does not 
apply. However, it is advisable to characterize cut soils per Step B of Technical Circular T-02/25 
if they are to be relocated to a third-party property for off-site disposal. 

During construction activities, if areas of suspect soil contamination not previously identified 
(i.e., soil that exhibits odours or staining) or debris are encountered, the soils should be 
segregated for further assessment in accordance with MOTT’s Standard Specification for 
Highway Construction 165.14.03 and Appendix 165-A. 

Statement of Limitations 
This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting (Canada) Ltd. (SLR) for Ministry of 
Transportation and Transit (Client) in accordance with the scope of work and all other terms and 
conditions of the agreement between such parties. SLR acknowledges and agrees that the 
Client may provide this report to government agencies, interest holders, and/or Indigenous 
communities as part of project planning or regulatory approval processes and that Authorized 
Users are entitled to use this report for the Purpose (as such terms are defined in Consulting 
Services Contract 860 CS 5297). Copying or distribution of this report, in whole or in part, for 
any other purpose other than as aforementioned is not permitted without the prior written 
consent of SLR. 

Any findings, conclusions, recommendations, or designs provided in this report are based on 
conditions and criteria that existed at the time work was completed and the assumptions and 
qualifications set forth herein. SLR may have used artificial intelligence (AI) in the preparation of 
this document. Should SLR use AI, any information and analysis resulting therefrom will be 
reviewed for accuracy. 

This report may contain data or information provided by third party sources on which SLR is 
entitled to rely without verification and SLR does not warranty the accuracy of any such data or 
information.  

Nothing in this report constitutes a legal opinion nor does SLR make any representation as to 
compliance with any laws, rules, regulations, or policies established by federal, provincial, 
territorial, or local government bodies, other than as specifically set forth in this report. Revisions 
to legislative or regulatory standards referred to in this report may be expected over time and, 
as a result, modifications to the findings, conclusions, or recommendations may be necessary. 
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