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November 29, 2023 

Attention: Keelin Scully, P.Eng., Contaminated Sites Engineer 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
 

SLR Project No.: 201.089175.00001 
Client Reference No.: MOTI Project No. 18080 and 18081, Renfrew Rd, Shawnigan Lake  

RE: Step A Screening – Renfrew Road, Shawnigan Lake, Culvert Replacements 

SLR Consulting (Canada) Ltd. (SLR) completed a Step A Screening to identify potential current 
and historical Contaminated Sites Regulation (CSR) Schedule 2 uses at or near the proposed 
Renfrew Road culvert replacement sites (the ‘project’), west of Shawnigan Lake. The project is 
a replacement of corrugated steel pipe (CSP) culverts with concrete box culverts at two sites 
along Renfrew Road (culvert crossings 18080 and 18081). A site plan is shown on Figure 1. 
The Step A Screening was completed in preparation for construction activities, per the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) Technical Circular T-03/20, Identification and 
Characterization of Potentially Contaminated Soil. It is our understanding that excavation of an 
estimated 750 m3 of Type D material is required for the culvert replacements, and the plan is for 
off-site disposal. 
Information sources reviewed for the Step A Screening included historical aerial photographs/ 
imagery, land use, and searches of the provincial and federal registries for contaminated sites. 
Due to the nature of the project area, city directories and fire insurance maps were not 
available, and a site reconnaissance was not conducted as it was not considered necessary to 
determine land use related to the construction area. 

1.0 Document Review 
1.1 MOTI Documents 
SLR was supplied with the following documents by MOTI: 

• MOTI Project No. 18080 Renfrew Rd Washout Remediation, dated May 2023 

• MOTI Project No. 18081 Renfrew Rd Washout Remediation, dated May 2010 
The limits of construction shown on Figure 1 were referenced from these documents. 

1.2 Aerial Photographs 
Aerial photographs of the two sites and surrounding area were reviewed for 1937 through 2005. 
Additional and more recent aerial photographic imagery (2005 to 2023) was reviewed on 
Google Earth. 
The two culvert crossing sites along Renfrew Road (west of Shawnigan Lake) were visible in 
each of the available aerial photographs. The area surrounding the sites was generally 
undeveloped, forested land in 1938. By 1946, a section of forest appears to have been cleared 
for a residential property with an associated farm, to the south of site 18081. In 1951, roadworks 
and logging were completed on Renfrew Rd. In 1962, another section of forest had been 



Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
Step A Screening – Renfrew Road, Shawnigan Lake, 
Culvert Replacements 

 
November 29, 2023 

SLR Project No.: 201.089175.00001 

 

 2  
 

cleared to the south of the site 18081. In 1998, logging had taken place along the north of 
Renfrew Rd. 
By 2005, five residential properties were developed to the north and west of the sites 18080 and 
18081 where logging had previously taken place. By 2016, more logging and the development 
of another residential property had occurred to the north of the road. 
No other significant changes were observed at the project area or surrounding area between 
2016 and 2023. 

1.3 Contaminated Sites Registry Search 
On November 4, 2023, SLR conducted an area search using the BC Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change Strategy (ENV) contaminated site registry. There were no listings identified 
within a 500-metre radius of the project. A copy of the search result is included in Appendix A. 

1.4 Federal Contaminated Site Search 
On November 4, 2023, SLR conducted a search of the Federal Contaminated Site Inventory 
(FCSI) online database (Directory of Federal Real Property | Treasury Board of Canada 
Secretariat (tbs-sct.gc.ca)) to identify known federal contaminated sites. No federal 
contaminated sites were identified within 500 m of the project. A copy of the search result is 
included in Appendix A. 

2.0 Conclusions 
No Schedule 2 uses were identified within the project area or on nearby properties. Therefore, 
per MOTI Technical Circular T-03/20, Step B investigation is not required for the project and 
ENV Protocol 19 site investigation does not apply. However, it is advisable to characterize cut 
soils per Step B of MOTI’s Technical Circular T-03/20, if they are to be relocated to a third party 
property. 
During construction activities, if areas of soil contamination not previously identified (i.e., soil 
that exhibits odours or staining) or debris are encountered, the soils should be segregated for 
further assessment in accordance with MOTI’s Standard Specification for Highway Construction 
165.14.03 and Appendix 165-A. 

3.0 Statement of Limitations 
This report has been prepared and the work referred to in this report has been undertaken by 
SLR Consulting (Canada) Ltd. (SLR) for MOTI, hereafter referred to as the “Client”. It is 
intended for the sole and exclusive use of the Client and its Authorised Users according to the 
terms and definitions of Consulting Services Contract 860CS5297. Other than by the Client and 
as set out herein, copying or distribution of this report or use of or reliance on the information 
contained herein, in whole or in part, is not permitted unless payment for the work has been 
made in full and express written permission has been obtained from SLR. 
Any conclusions or recommendations made in this report reflect SLR’s professional opinion 
based on limited investigations including visual site inspection(s) on the date(s) set out in this 
report; examination of public records and interviews with individuals having information about 
the site. While efforts have been made to substantiate information provided by third parties, SLR 
makes no representation or warranty as to its completeness or accuracy. 
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