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November 19, 2024 

Attention: Keelin Scully, P. Eng. Contaminated Sites Engineer 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
Keelin.Scully@gov.bc.ca  

SLR Project No.: 201.089423.00001 
Revision: 0 

RE: Step A Screening – Cooper’s Corner Culvert Replacements Project, 
Highway 1, North of Chapmans, BC 

On behalf of the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI), SLR Consulting (Canada) 
Ltd. (SLR) completed a Step A Screening to identify potential current and historical 
Contaminated Sites Regulation (CSR) Schedule 2 uses at or near the proposed Cooper’s 
Corner Culvert Replacements project (the “site”), along Highway 1, north of Chapmans in British 
Columbia (BC). The proposed project site location is shown on Figure 1. 
The project will require removal of approximately 4000 m3 of Type D and stripping materials. 
The materials to be relocated are from a slide from the adjacent slopes.  
The Step A Screening was completed in preparation for construction activities, per the MOTI 
Technical Circular T-03/20, Identification and Characterization of Potentially Contaminated Soil. 
Information sources reviewed for the Step A Screening included historical aerial  
photographs/ imagery, and searches of the provincial and federal registries for contaminated 
sites. Due to the nature of the site, city directories and fire insurance maps were not available, 
and a site reconnaissance was not conducted as it was not considered necessary to determine 
land use related to the construction area. 

1.0 Document Review 
1.1 MOTI Documents 
SLR was supplied with the following documents by MOTI: 

• Cooper’s Corner Culvert Replacements - 90% Detailed Design, dated Aug.14, 2024. 

• Google Earth Pro .kmz file of the project location. 

1.2 Aerial Photographs 
Aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area were reviewed for the period between 
1947 and 2003. Additional and more recent aerial photographic imagery (2011 to 2024) were 
reviewed on Google Earth Pro. 
The first available image was from 1947. A roadway in the same alignment as the current BC 
Highway 1 was present, with evidence of rockslides to the south of the site, on the eastern slope 
of the river valley. Adjacent to the roadway, the site was primarily forested, with the exception of 
rocky outcrops or cliff areas. The section of roadway that passed through the site appeared to 
undergo improvements between 1948 and 1952, with that section of road being straightened, 
and widened. 
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No further changes were visible around the site until 1973, when the forested area south of the 
site between the roadway and CN Railway line was cleared of trees, for the construction of a 
switchback access road connecting the highway and rail line. Aerial images from 1973 onward 
suggested that further improvements were made to the highway around that time consistent 
with the current design. 
No changes were visible at the site between 1973 and 2003. The area remained unchanged 
from 2003 up until the most recent images available on Google Earth Pro from 2024.  
No schedule 2 activities were identified as part of the aerial photograph search at the site. 

1.3 BC Site Registry Search 
On November 1, 2024, SLR conducted an area search of iMapBC1 for the BC Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change Strategy (ENV) Site Registry for contaminated sites. 
There were no listings identified within a 500 metre (m) radius of the project site. A copy of the 
search result is included in Appendix A. 

1.4 Federal Contaminated Sites Search 
On November 1, 2024, SLR conducted a search of the Federal Contaminated Site Inventory 
(FCSI)2 online database to identify known federal contaminated sites. No active, suspected, or 
closed federal contaminated sites were identified within a 500 m radius of the project site. A 
copy of the search result is included in Appendix A. 

2.0 Conclusions 
No Schedule 2 uses were identified within the project site or nearby areas. No provincial or 
federal contaminated sites were located on, or immediately adjacent to the proposed project site 
within a 500 m radius. Therefore, per MOTI Technical Circular T-03/20, Step B investigation is 
not required for the project and ENV Protocol 19 site investigation does not apply. However, it is 
advisable to characterize cut soils per Step B of MOTI’s Technical Circular T-03/20 if they are to 
be relocated to a third-party property. 
During construction activities, if areas of soil contamination not previously identified (i.e., soil 
that exhibits odours or staining) or debris are encountered, the soils should be segregated for 
further assessment in accordance with MOTI’s Standard Specification for Highway 
Construction 165.14.03 and Appendix 165-A. 

 
1 https://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/imap4m/ 
2 https://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/fcsi-rscf/home-accueil-eng.aspx 

https://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/imap4m/
https://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/fcsi-rscf/home-accueil-eng.aspx
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