
Environmental Scan & 
Literature Review Descriptive Analytic Program Evaluation & 

Needs Assessment

To identify optimal 
approaches to program 
and policy design.

To understand historical 
context, origin, and 
contributing factors.

To identify, quantify, 
and track progress 
towards addressing an 
issue.

To explain an issue, 
identify factors 
contributing to it, and 
inform program and 
policy solutions. 

To understand existing 
needs. 
To assess new or 
existing programs and 
strategic frameworks 
targeting an issue.

While projects may result in theoretical insight, the research is applied, not theoretical 
and will answer specific program and policy questions that the government can act on. 

Types

What is Anti-Racism Research?

Principles

Action-oriented

Indigenous data 
sovereignty

Transparency

Continuing 
involvement

Systems lens

Safety for individuals 
& communities

The research is guided by a distinctions-based approach to Indigenous data 
sovereignty and self-determination that acknowledges, respects and upholds the 
distinct rights of First Nations, Métis and Inuit people.  

The research is explicit about its purpose and contribution to advancing racial 
equity in government programs and services. Its findings are accessible and easy to 
understand, and, where possible, the data is made available for further use.  

To the extent possible, the research focuses of systemic factors behind racial 
inequities by including social, economic, program, policy and contextual factors into 
design, analysis, and interpretation of findings.   

Where appropriate, projects involve Indigenous Peoples, individuals, and organizations 
that can speak for the groups the research is about, so their needs, experience, and 
knowledge can guide work. 

Projects create an environment that is physically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually 
safe for everyone involved. Projects conduct a risk assessment for community harms 
and develop a mitigation strategy.  
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Anti-racism research refers to data collection, reporting, performance 
monitoring, evaluation and other analytic activities that describe, explain and 
find ways to address racism and racial inequities through provincial services, 

programs and policies.  



Environmental Scan 
or Literature Review Descriptive Study Analytic Study Program Evaluation 

& Needs Assessment

Racism in Schools: A Barrier 
to Education among 
Aboriginal Students (2016) 
– Directions Evidence and 
Policy Research Group on 
behalf of the B.C. Ministry 
of Education and the First 
Nations Education Steering 
Committee.

A literature review and an 
environmental scan about 
different forms of racism 
and practices used by 
schools to address racism.

Report hyperlink 

How are we doing? (2024) – 
B.C. Ministry of Education 
and Child Care and the First 
Nations Education Steering 
Committee.

A report describing 
educational outcomes of 
Indigenous and non-
Indigenous students. 

Report hyperlink

COVID-19 Student Impact 
(2021) – B.C. Ministry of 
Education and Child Care.

A study of COVID-19 impacts 
on intellectual, social and 
career development of BC 
students, particularly those 
from traditionally underserved 
priority populations: 
Indigenous learners, students 
with disabilities and diverse 
abilities, and those with low 
socio-economic status. 

Report hyperlink 

Evaluation of the Aboriginal 
Head Start in Urban and 
Northern Communities 
Program (2022) - Office of 
Audit and Evaluation, Public 
Health Agency of Canada.

The evaluation assessed 
quality and cultural relevance 
of the program, its impact, 
and current and emerging 
needs of Indigenous children 
and their families. 

Report hyperlink

Anti-Racism Research Examples 

Research Priority
Education outcomes for First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students 

from kindergarten to grade 12 to understand experiences, 
including their access to and use of available supports.

Problem Statement
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
students in B.C. face racism in 

public schools.

Problem Statement
Systemic discrimination led to 

disparities in educational 
outcomes of Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous students. 

Problem Statement
Educational outcomes of First 

Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
students may be 

disproportionally impacted by 
COVID-19.

Problem Statement
There is a need for early 
childhood development 

programming for Indigenous 
children that is holistic, culturally-

focused, and accessible.

http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/public/pubdocs/bcdocs2016_2/599763/antiracism-directions_final_report_2016-06-17.pdf
http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/public/pubdocs/bcdocs2016_2/599763/antiracism-directions_final_report_2016-06-17.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/reports/ab-hawd/ab-hawd-school-district-public.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/reports/ab-hawd/ab-hawd-school-district-public.pdf
https://studentsuccess.gov.bc.ca/pdf/student-impacts-report-feb2021.pdf
https://studentsuccess.gov.bc.ca/pdf/student-impacts-report-feb2021.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/corporate/transparency/corporate-management-reporting/evaluation/aboriginal-head-start-urban-northern-communities-program.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/corporate/transparency/corporate-management-reporting/evaluation/aboriginal-head-start-urban-northern-communities-program.pdf
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