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FEBRUARY 4, 2026 
  
ATTENDANCE 
 
BCTC: Gunita Gupta, Michelle LaBounty, Adrienne Demers, Jatinder Bir, Lisa Kishkan, Jelana 

Bighorn, Carol Arnold (virtual), Danielle Neer, Vandy Britton, Mary Mollineaux, Lesya 
Balsevich, Bob Holmes, Doug Sheppard, Amanda Nichol, Teri Mooring, Clayton Grice, Sarvi 
Brent 

  
Regrets:  Jo Cornthwaite 
  
Guests: Jaia Rai Beach Avenue Barristers 
   
Staff: Shawn McMullin, Matthew Cooke, Dijana Gres, Vicki Wayne, Eric Tso, Kim Dionne 
  
Public: Shannon Behan BC Principals’ & Vice-Principals’ Association (BCPVPA) 
 Sid Jawanda BC Principals’ & Vice-Principals’ Association (BCPVPA) 
 Christine Stewart BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) 
 Kent Dykstra Credo Christian High School, Langley BC 
 John O’Flynn Certificate holder 
 John Yamamoto University of British Columbia (UBC) 
 Janice St Helen Simon Fraser University (SFU) 
 Stuart Morris Highroad Academy  
   

The Chair, Gunita Gupta, called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  
 

1.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 

• Land Acknowledgement 

The Chair acknowledged with gratitude the Territories of the Indigenous Peoples within our 
province, Traditional Keepers of this Land, and the many distinct First Nations with different 
cultures, languages and unique dialects. 

• Observance of International Day of Education (January 24) 

The Chair acknowledged that the International Day of Education is observed annually on 
January 24. The theme this year was Learning for Lasting Peace which focused on how 
education is essential for building a more peaceful and equitable world. 

• Approval of Agenda 

BRITTON/BALSEVICH 
Motion: That the agenda for February 4, 2026, be approved.  

CARRIED 
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2.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

The Chair invited members of the public to address the BCTC. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 

3.  BUSINESS AND REPORTING OUT 

• Correspondence 

The BCTC reviewed correspondence received since their October 2025 meeting. 
Correspondence will be discussed under specific agenda items throughout the February 
2026 meeting. 

• Chair’s Report 

o ABCDE Symposium – Renewed Accord on Indigenous Education 

The ABCDE Symposium, Spotlight 2025: Shared Responsibilities to the Renewed Accord 
on Indigenous Education, was held on November 20, 2025, at UBC Vancouver campus 
with both the Chair and Vice-Chair in attendance.  

o BCTC Annual Report 2024/2025 

The report highlights the work completed between May 2024 and April 2025 with a 
focus on the BCTC workplan and goals.  

Notification email about the BCTC’s annual report was sent out to main education 
partners and all Certificate Holders.  

The 2025/26 AR will be released before the end of 2027. 

o BCTC Turnover and Transition 

This year, the BCTC will welcome new appointments from the following partner 
groups: BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF), BC School Trustees Association (BCSTA), 
Federation of Independent School Associations (FISABC), and the First Nations 
Education Authority (FNEA). 

The onboarding process will be conducted between April and May.  
 

BIR/MOORING 
Motion: That the item, BCTC Transition, be referred to staff for further work on the wording, and 
that the revised item be brought back to the body on Day 3 for consideration. 

CARRIED 
 

o Upcoming ABCDE Teacher Education Roundtable 2026 

The next Roundtable will be hosted by Simon Fraser University at their Burnaby 
campus on April 30 – May 1, 2026. The Chair/Vice-Chair will attend along with 2 
other BCTC members. 

 



Minutes of the BC Teachers’ Council 
Held at SFU Harbour Centre 

February 4 to February 6, 2026 
 

 

 Page 5 of 17 

o BCTC Meeting Dates – Spring, Fall 2026 and Winter 2027 

The Chair reminded the BCTC of the following BCTC meeting dates: 

 Spring 2026: June 2-4 
 Fall 2026: October 6-8 
 Winter 2027: to be determined 

The members were provided with a few three-day options for the winter 2027 
meeting for consideration. The decision will be announced on Day 3 of the meeting. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4.  REVIEW OF BCTC WORKPLAN AND STRATEGIES 2025-2026 

• Review statuses of 2025-2026 goals 

The Chair reminded the BCTC that the 2025/2026 Workplan and Strategies was approved at 
the October 2025 meeting. 

 
Proposed BCTC 2025-2026 goals:  Status 

Goal 1: To complete the review and revisions of the Certification Standards. Ongoing 
Amended 

Goal 2: To continue to collaborate with BC teacher education programs to develop 
and offer programming that meets the needs of the BC K-12 education system, 
including blended and community-based TEP cohorts. 

Ongoing 
Amended 

Goal 3: To collaborate with FNESC and the Ministry of Education and Child Care 
through a formal working group to better support pathways to certification for First 
Nations language teachers and ongoing discussion on Standard 9. 

New 

Goal 4: To develop a formal report to Minister Beare’s mandate request letter by the 
required deadline of February 28, 2026. 

New 

 
HOLMES/GRICE 
Motion: That the BCTC move into private at 10:30 am. 

CARRIED 
 
BIR 
Motion: That the BCTC move out of private at 3:20 pm. 

CARRIED 
 

5.  REVIEW OF MINUTES – DEFERRED TO DAY 3 
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6.  ADJOURNMENT  

BIR/KISHKAN 
Motion: That the meeting of February 4, 2026, be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 3:20 PM 
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FEBRUARY 5,2026 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 

BCTC: Gunita Gupta, Michelle LaBounty, Adrienne Demers, Jatinder Bir, Lisa Kishkan, Jelana 
Bighorn, Carol Arnold, Danielle Neer, Vandy Britton, Mary Mollineaux, Lesya Balsevich, 
Bob Holmes, Doug Sheppard, Amanda Nichol, Teri Mooring, Clayton Grice, Sarvi Brent 

  
Regrets:
  

Jo Cornthwaite 

Guests: Dan Laitsch Simon Fraser University (SFU)/ABCDE 
 Allyson Jule University of the Fraser Valley (UFV)/ABCDE 
 Rachel Moll Vancouver Island University (VIU)/ABCDE 
 Jan Hare University of British Columbia (UBC)/ABCDE 
 Harry Nyce Jr. Wilp Wilxo’oskwhl Nisga’a Institute (WWNI) 
 Nathan Lachowsky University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) 
 Megan Caldwell University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) 
 Michelle Daniel University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) 
 David Litz University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) 
 Bonnie Fuller University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) 
 David Trumpower University of British Columbia Okanagan (UBCO) 
 Jenny Laminger University of British Columbia Okanagan (UBCO) 
 Amanda Russett Thompson Rivers University (TRU) 
 Karen Ragoonaden University of British Columbia (UBC) 
 John Yamamoto University of British Columbia (UBC) 
   
Staff: Shawn McMullin, Matthew Cooke, Dijana Gres, Vicki Wayne, Eric Tso, Kim Dionne  
  
Public: Daniel Shiu BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) 
 Janet Dhanani Federation of Independent School Associations BC (FISABC) 
 Tricia Warkentin Christian Educators of British Columbia (CEBC) 
 Lena Palermo Certificate holder (Greater Victoria School District No. 61)  
 Marilyn Maychak Consulting & Inuit Collective Society of BCmiut 
   

The Chair, Gunita Gupta, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 
 

1.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 

• Land Acknowledgement  

The Chair acknowledged with gratitude the Territories of the Indigenous Peoples within our 
province, Traditional Keepers of this Land, and the many distinct First Nations with different 
cultures, languages and unique dialects. 
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• Observance of Black History Month 

The Chair acknowledged Black History Month when people across Canada participate in 
festivities and events that honour the legacy of Black people in Canada and their 
communities. The theme this year is 30 Years of Black History Month: Honouring Black 
Brilliance Across Generations — From Nation Builders to Tomorrow’s Visionaries.  

• Approval of Agenda 

BIR/MOORING 
Motion: That the agenda for February 5, 2026, be approved.  

  CARRIED 

2.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

The Chair invited members of the public to address the BCTC. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3.  MAINTENCE REVIEW – UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA (UNBC) 

The Program Assessment Team (PAT) members, Danielle Neer and Bob Holmes, provided an 
overview of the Maintenance Review that occurred at the UNBC campus on November 4-6, 
2025. The PAT Chair, Danielle Neer, acknowledged the contributions of external PAT members 
Janet Barker (SD#28) and Robert Wielgoz (ABCDE). 

The Chair welcomed UNBC representatives Dr. Megan Caldwell, Director of Faculty of Human 
and Health Sciences (FHHS) Administration, Dr. David Litz, Regional Faculty Member; Bonnie 
Fuller, Faculty Member & B.Ed. Program Coordinator; and Michelle Daniel, Manager of FHHS 
Administrative Services. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4.  BCTC IN PRIVATE 

NEER/GRICE 
Motion: That the BCTC move into private at 9:50 am. 

CARRIED 

 
BRITTON 
Motion: That the BCTC move out of private at 11:05 am. 

CARRIED 
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Motion coming out of private 
 
NEER/HOLMES 
Motion: That, upon review of the PAT report for the University of Northern British Columbia 
Maintenance Review (November 4-6, 2025), the BCTC confirms that the Teacher Education 
Program at UNBC continues to meet the TEP Approval Standards.   

CARRIED 

5.  ABCDE PRESENTATION 

The Chair welcomed Rachel Moll (virtual), and Allyson Jule, Jan Hare, and Dan Laitsch, who joined 
the meeting in-person to dialogue with BCTC members and provided updates from ABCDE on the 
following: 

• Role and responsibility of the ABCDE 
• Focusing on advocacy & communication, relationship-building, Professional Learning 
• Key challenges and barriers - Structural and regulatory constraints, relationship challenges, 

system-level tensions 
• Moving forward together - What structures and mechanisms can improve our work together? 

o More reciprocal, two-way dialogue 
o Shared understanding of constraints on both sides 
o Processes that allow for innovation between regulatory cycles 

 
 

6.  TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM APPROVAL AND REVIEW COMMITTEE 
(TEPARC) 

Vandy Britton and Doug Sheppard provided an overview of the Committee’s work since the 
October 2025 meeting.  

Committee Report Out and Recommendations 

• Update of Cyclical Reviews 
o Review of Cyclical Review Schedule (2025-2035) 
o VIU Structured Dialogue Completed (November 6, 2025) 
o SFU Structured Dialogue upcoming (May 2026) 
o UNBC Maintenance Review Completed (November 4-6, 2025) 
o UBCO Maintenance Review Upcoming (March 3 – 5, 2026) 
o UVic Maintenance Review Upcoming (November 17-19, 2026) 

• Follow-up from TRU Maintenance Review 
o Removal of Conditions stemming from the 2024 Maintenance Review 

• Changes to Existing Programs (Process B) 
o UBC – RRED (Summer session – Term 9 – online 
o UBCO TEP Restructuring (all cohorts) 
o UBC RRED (Standing Approval for a Rotating Northern Learning Center) 
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o UVic IED PDPP Admissions (Internal Program Change) 
o UNBC Nisga’a Cohort (Partnership with WWNI) 
o UBC Remote Teacher Education Program (RTEP)  

• PEU Staff Updates 
o ECC & PSFS Initiatives 
o Online TEPs in Canada 

• Other TEPARC Matters 
o Scheduling Ad Hoc BCTC meetings 
o UBC NITEP “Standing Approval for Rotating Field/Learning Centers” consideration 
o Next TEPARC meeting scheduled for March 10, 2026 

 
BRITTON/SHEPPARD 
Motion: That BCTC schedule one half-day Ad Hoc Meeting between the Fall/Winter and the 
Winter/Spring BCTC meetings to deal with TEPARC related recommendations/matters. 

CARRIED 

 
7.  BCTC IN PRIVATE 

KISHKAN/BIR 
Motion: That the BCTC move into private at 1:41 pm. 

CARRIED 

 
KISHKAN/ARNOLD 
Motion: That the BCTC extend today’s meeting by 30 minutes. 

CARRIED 

 
BIR 
Motion: That the BCTC move out of private at 3:55 pm. 

CARRIED 

 
8.  REVIEW OF MINUTES – DEFERRED TO DAY 3 

 

9.  ADJOURNMENT  

KISHKAN/LABOUNTY  
Motion: That the meeting of February 5, 2026, be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 3:55 PM 
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FEBRUARY 6,  2026 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 

BCTC: Gunita Gupta, Michelle LaBounty, Adrienne Demers, Jatinder Bir, Lisa Kishkan, Jelana 
Bighorn, Carol Arnold, Danielle Neer, Vandy Britton, Mary Mollineaux, Lesya Balsevich, 
Bob Holmes, Doug Sheppard, Amanda Nichol, Teri Mooring, Clayton Grice, Sarvi Brent 

  
Regrets:
  

Jo Cornthwaite 

Guests: Donnaree Nygard Commissioner for Teacher Regulation 
 Helen Grieve Director of Professional Conduct, TRB, ECC 
 Andrew Crawford Director of Certification, TRB, ECC 
 Harry Nyce Jr. Wilp Wilxo’oskwhl Nisga’a Institute (WWNI) 
 Megan Caldwell University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) 
 Tina Fraser University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) 
 Michelle Daniel University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) 
 Rachel Moll Vancouver Island University (VIU) 
   
Staff: Shawn McMullin, Matthew Cooke, Dijana Gres, Vicki Wayne, Eric Tso, Kim Dionne  
  
Public: Daniel Shiu BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) 
 Janet Dhanani Federation of Independent School Associations BC (FISABC) 
 Andrew Jang BC Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) 
 Lena Palermo Certificate holder (Greater Victoria School District No. 61)  
 Marilyn Maychak Consulting & Inuit Collective Society of BCmiut 
 Stuart Morris Highroad Academy  
 Jackie Buitelaar Trinity Western University 
   

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 
 

1.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 

• Land Acknowledgement  

BCTC member, Mary Mollineaux, acknowledged with gratitude the Territories of the 
Indigenous Peoples within our province, Traditional Keepers of this Land, and the many 
distinct First Nations with different cultures, languages and unique dialects. 

• Observance of International Day of Women and Girls in Science (Feb 11) 
The Chair acknowledged that the International Day of Women and Girls in Science is 
observed annually. The 2026 theme is From Vision to Impact: Redefining STEM by Closing the 
Gender Gap. It will place particular emphasis on new and emerging technologies and their 
influence on gender equality. 
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• Approval of Agenda 

GRICE/MOLLINEAUX 
Motion: That the agenda for February 6, 2026, be approved. 

CARRIED 

• Motion from Day 1 (CARRIED): 
That the item, BCTC Transition, be referred to staff for further work on the wording, and that 
the revised item be brought back to the body on Day 3 for consideration. 
 

• New Motion: 
KISHKAN/GRICE 
Motion: That secretariat of BCTC report back at the Fall 2026 meeting with an update and 
proposed next steps regarding a practice for outgoing members’ attendance at the June 2027 
BCTC meeting. 

CARRIED 

• Future Meeting Dates – Decision 

The winter meeting of the BCTC will be held on February 9-11, 2027 (Tue – Thu). 
 

 
• Motions coming out of private on Day 2 (TEPARC): 

BRITTON/LABOUNTY 
Motion: That the BCTC approve the removal of all Conditions placed on Thompson Rivers 
University’s TEP stemming from the November 2024 Maintenance Review. 

CARRIED 
 
BRITTON/MOORING 
Motion: That the UBC RRED Term 9 Summer Session proposal for online delivery model be 
approved as a Minor Program change. 

CARRIED 
 
BRITTON/MOORING 
Motion: That the BCTC approve the UBCO TEP Restructuring proposal as a Major Program 
change. 

CARRIED 
 
BRITTON/KISHKAN 
Motion: That the BCTC approve the UBC RRED Standing Approval for a Rotating Northern 
Learning Center (paired with Nelson as a Southern Learning Center where in-person summer 
sessions occur in both locations) proposal as a Minor Program change. 

CARRIED 
 
 



Minutes of the BC Teachers’ Council 
Held at SFU Harbour Centre 

February 4 to February 6, 2026 
 

 

 Page 13 of 17 

BRITTON/KISHKAN 
Motion: That the BCTC approve the UNBC Nisga’a B.Ed. Cohort Program (in partnership with 
WWNI) as a Major Program change. 

CARRIED 
 
BRITTON/KISHKAN 
Motion: That the BCTC remove the term limit and annual TEPARC check-in requirement from 
the UBC’s NITEP approval. 

CARRIED 
 

2.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

The Chair invited members of the public to address the BCTC. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 

3.  PROFESSIONAL AND CERTIFICATION STANDARDS STEERING COMMITTEE 
(PCSSC) 

Vandy Britton and Clayton Grice provided an overview of the Committee’s work since the 
October 2025 BCTC meeting.  

Committee Report Out and Recommendations 

• Certification Standards Review  
o Overview of review process to date 
o English Language Proficiency (S.46) – Change to TOEFL iBT Scoring Scale 
o Academic Preparation (S.51-68) – Drafting of Revised Language 
o Review and Discussion of Remaining Sections (S.92-99) 

 Re-evaluation & Reinstatement (S.92-93) 
 Letters of Eligibility (S.94-96) 
 Letters of Evaluation (S.97-99) 
 Prior Learning Assessment (S.69-72) 

o Realignment of Revised Certification Standards 
o Recommendation to Ministry to Reintroduce Non-Practicing Annual Fee Categories 

 
BRITTON/BIR 
Motion: That the BCTC approve the proposed administrative amendment to the English 
Language Proficiency acceptable TOEFL iBT Scores section (S.46). 

CARRIED 
 

BIR/BRITTON 
Motion: That the BCTC refer the Re-Evaluation and Reinstatement sections (S.92-93) to PCSSC 
and external legal counsel to address concerns raised during the BCTC February 2026 Winter 
Meeting. 

CARRIED 
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BRITTON/HOLMES 
Motion: That the BCTC approve the Letters of Eligibility sections (S.94-96) be referred to 
external legal counsel to revise as proposed by PCSSC and included in the draft Re-aligned 
Certification Standards.  

CARRIED 
 
BRITTON/BIR 
Motion: That the BCTC approve the Letters of Evaluation sections (S.97-99) be referred to 
external legal counsel to revise as proposed by PCSSC and included in the draft Re-aligned 
Certification Standards.  

CARRIED 
 
GRICE/MOORING 
Motion: That the BCTC schedule a number of shorter Ad Hoc Meetings for the review of the 
Realigned Certification Standards package with BCTC external legal counsel, Jaia Rai. 

CARRIED 
 
BIR/HOLMES 
Motion: That the BCTC refer to TRB staff to further investigate proposed amendments to the 
OIC Fee Regulation related to the two additional annual fee categories, Non-Practicing (fee 
rate of half) and Non-Practicing Retired (fee rate of zero), and report back at the next BCTC 
meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

4.  TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM WORKING GROUP (TEPWG) 

BCTC Chair and ABCDE representative, Vandy Britton, provided an overview of the TEPWG work 
since the October 2025 BCTC meeting. The following was discussed: 

• ABCDE Symposium “Renewed Accord on Indigenous Education” 
• ECC & Workforce EOI for High School Dual Credit Offering 
• PSFS CFP Community-based First Nations TEPs 
• ABCDE Roundtable: “Pathways: Exploring the many pathways of education, learning, 

leadership and professional practice that shape our collective work” 
• TEPAR Framework Revisions to Process E – Exceptional Concerns Protocol  
• Cert. Standards Review – Professional Prep. S.85 Possible Additional FAM Courses 
• TEPAS s.4.5(e) – “is free from any apparent conflict of interest” 
• Next meeting February 25, 2026 (virtual) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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5.  EXTERNAL PARTNERS REPORT OUT 

• K-12 Workforce Work Groups 

o Teacher Mentorship Working Group 
 Michelle LaBounty provided an update.  

o Communications Working Group 
 Jatinder Bir provided an update.  

 
 

6.  DIALOGUE WITH DONNAREE NYGARD, COMMISSIONER FOR TEACHER 
REGULATION 

The Chair welcomed Donnaree Nygard, the Commissioner for Teacher Regulation, who joined 
the meeting in person to provide an update from her office. The Commissioner and the BCTC 
discussed the statistical data related to complaints, reports, Commissioner-initiated 
investigations, and discipline outcomes. Additionally, the following was discussed: 

• Overview of the Professional Conduct Unit supporting the Commissioner and  
Hearing Panels 

• Commissioner’s Annual Report 
• Courses 
• No Further Action Cases 
• Trends 

The BCTC thanked the Commissioner for attending and engaging in dialogue. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

7.  STRUCTURED DIALOGUE – VANCOUVER ISLAND UNIVERSITY (VIU) 

Carol Arnold and Amanda Nichol delivered a report on the Structured Dialogue conducted at 
the VIU campus on November 6, 2025.  

The Chair welcomed VIU representative Dr. Rachel Moll, Dean. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

8.  AD HOC BCTC MEETING DATE 

• April 22, 2026 from 1:00 – 4:00 pm. 
 

 
9.  OVERVIEW OF PSFS CALL FOR PROPOSALS – FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITY-

BASED TEPS 

Matthew Cooke, Manager of Programs and Policy, Professional Excellence Unit (ECC), provided 
an overview of the Post-Secondary and Future Skills Call for Proposals for First Nations 
Community-Based TEPs, and a brief overview of IAHLA based institutions.  
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10.  REVIEW OF THE MINUTES (DAY 1,  2 AND  3)   

HOLMES/BALSEVICH 
Motion: That the minutes from February 4, 5 and 6, 2026, be adopted. 

CARRIED 

11.  ADJOURNMENT  

BIGHORN/GRICE 
Motion: That the meeting of February 6, 2026, be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 2:39 PM 
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