
The Ministry designates the project as Category 1 or Category 2 and assigns up to 6 TOOLS to expedite approvals:STEP 3 � Designate

TOOL 5 � Local Government Planning Flexibility: 
Local governments can ask the province to temporarily 
waive land use planning rules, such as official community 
plan updates, to avoid delays on designated projects.

TOOL 2 � Qualified Professional Certifications: 
Over time, allowing for qualified professionals to 
certify compliance with provincial standards instead 
of waiting for a provincial permit approval.

TOOL 4 � Automatic Permits:
Once a project receives an environmental assessment 
certificate, some low-risk, provincial permits will be issued 
automatically.

TOOL 1 � Priority Permitting Reviews:
Designated projects go to the front of the line for permit 
reviews.

TOOL 3 � Faster Environmental Reviews: 
Designated projects may be eligible to follow a new, 
streamlined environmental assessment process.

TOOL 6 � Faster Agreements:
A framework to help local governments and project 
proponents reach agreements to expedite approvals.

STEP 2 � AssessSTEP 1 � Identify

The Ministry notifies all impacted 
parties of the designation and tools 
assigned to the project. This information 
is also publicly posted online.

The project moves ahead.
The Ministry continues to monitor 
the designated project as the assigned 
tools are exercised.

 Category 2 � 
First Nation, private entity, 
local government or crown 
agency projects that benefit 
communities are brought 
forward to the Ministry of 
Infrastructure.

STEP 4 � Implement

The Ministry of Infrastructure Assesses the Project 
against publicly available criteria for designation in 
consultation with impacted First Nations and local 
governments where appropriate.

 Category 1 � 
Major building or upgrade 
projects, like schools 
or hospitals, or other 
important community 
infrastructure.


