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Hiking/Climbing Related Deaths in BC, 2016-2025

This report summarizes all deaths where the decedent was hiking or climbing recreationally between January 1, 2016, and 
December 31, 2025. The report includes both confirmed and suspected hiking/climbing related deaths. The report does not 
include deaths that did not meet the legal criteria of the Coroners Act for reporting. 

Definition: Hiking includes walking outdoors in natural environments such as forests, mountains, or trails, for recreational, 
health, or sightseeing purposes. Climbing includes ascending steep terrain outdoors such as natural rock faces and 
mountains.

Caveats: As the BCCS operates in a live database environment, the data are considered preliminary and subject to change. 
These data were compiled by date of death, which may differ from the date of injury. In some cases, the death may occur 
months or years after injury. Health authority is derived from injury township.  Death township is used in cases of unknown 
injury township.

2016-2025 Summary: 

Between 2016-2025, there were 143 deaths where the decedent was hiking/climbing (Fig. 1).  This equates to 
approximately 14 deaths per year. In 2025, there were 17 deaths related to hiking/climbing.

•

Deaths were most common between May and September, with a peak in July (Fig. 2).•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Males accounted for 73% of hiking/climbing deaths between 2016-2025 (Fig 3).

Between 2016-2025, those aged 19-29 accounted for the largest proportions of hiking/climbing deaths, representing 29%

of deaths, followed by 60+, representing 24% (Fig. 4).

Vancouver Coastal and Interior Health had the highest number of hiking/climbing deaths (49 and 47 deaths, respectively)

(Table 4), accounting for 67% of all hiking/climbing deaths between 2016-2025 (Fig. 6).

Between 2016-2025, the health services delivery area (HSDA) with the most hiking/climbing deaths were North

Shore/Coast Garibaldi (47), East Kootenay (18) and Fraser East (13) (Table 5).

The townships with the highest number of hiking/climbing deaths were Squamish (22) and North Vancouver (9) (Table 6). 

81% of hiking/climbing deaths between 2016 and 2025 are classified as accidental and 17% of deaths were of natural 

causes (Table 7). Note: Classifications may change as investigations are completed.

Of the concluded investigations from 2016-2025, the three most common means of death were by fall (81), natural event
(19) and submersion (7) (Table 8).

•
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Fig. 1. Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Year of Death, 2016-2025
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Table 1. Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Month of Death, 2016-2025

Month 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
 

2025
 

January 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0

February 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0

March 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0

April 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2

May 4 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 4 4

June 1 1 2 6 2 3 0 5 0 1

July 6 6 6 2 1 1 3 6 0 2

August 6 1 1 5 2 2 1 5 4 1

September 0 2 0 1 2 1 2 1 0 5

October 0 1 0 2 1 1 1 2 0 0

November 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1

December 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1

Total 19 13 9 21 8 12 11 20 13 17
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Fig. 2. Average Number of Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Month, 2016-2025
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Table 2. Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Sex, 2016-2025

Sex 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
 

2025
 

Female 6 5 4 4 2 3 2 7 0 5

Male 13 8 5 17 6 9 9 13 13 12

Total 19 13 9 21 8 12 11 20 13 17

Fig. 3. Percent of Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Sex, 2016-2025

Male 73%

Female 27%
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Table 3. Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Age Group, 2016-2025

Age Group 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
 

2025
 

<19 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 3

19-29 6 4 4 4 2 3 3 7 5 4

30-39 5 2 2 2 4 1 5 1 2 2

40-49 0 1 0 3 0 1 1 1 1 0

50-59 4 1 1 5 0 4 1 5 2 2

60+ 4 5 1 6 1 3 1 5 2 6

Total 19 13 9 21 8 12 11 20 13 17

Fig. 4. Percent of Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Age Group, 2016-2025
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Fig. 5. Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Age Group and Sex, 2016-2025
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Table 4. Hiking/Climbing Deaths in BC by Health Authority of Injury, 2016-2025

HA 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
 

2025
 

Interior 10 2 2 7 2 5 2 7 3 7

Fraser 1 3 1 3 2 0 2 3 0 1

Vancouver Coastal 6 5 5 4 2 5 4 5 7 6

Island 2 3 1 4 1 2 2 2 1 2

Northern 0 0 0 3 1 0 1 3 2 1

Total 19 13 9 21 8 12 11 20 13 17
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Fig. 6. Percent of Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Health Authority of Injury, 2016-2025
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Table 6. Townships with the Most Hiking/Climbing Deaths, 
2016-2025

Table 5. Hiking/Climbing Deaths in BC by Health Services Delivery Area of Injury, 2016-2025

HSDA 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
 

2025
 

East Kootenay 4 1 0 2 0 2 0 4 1 4

Kootenay Boundary 1 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

Okanagan 2 0 1 1 1 3 0 2 1 1

Thompson Cariboo Shuswap 3 0 0 2 1 0 2 1 1 2

Fraser East 1 2 0 2 2 0 2 3 0 1

Fraser North 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Fraser South 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Richmond 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Vancouver 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

North Shore/Coast Garibaldi 5 5 5 4 2 5 3 5 7 6

South Vancouver Island 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 0

Central Vancouver Island 1 3 0 1 0 1 0 2 1 2

North Vancouver Island 1 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0

Northwest 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1

Northern Interior 0 0 0 3 0 0 1 1 1 0

Northeast 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Total 19 13 9 21 8 12 11 20 13 17

Top Township Number of Deaths
 

Squamish 22

North Vancouver 9

Chilliwack 5

West Vancouver 5

Whistler 5

Greater Victoria 4

Kimberley 4

Revelstoke 4
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Table 7. Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Classification, 2016-2025

Classification 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
 

2025
 

Accidental 15 11 9 18 7 11 10 14 9 12

Natural 4 2 0 3 0 0 0 6 4 5

Undetermined 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0

Total 19 13 9 21 8 12 11 20 13 17

Table 8. Hiking/Climbing Deaths by Means of Death, 2016-2025

Means of Death 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
 

2025
 

Fall 13 10 6 12 5 11 6 11 3 4

Natural event 4 2 0 3 0 0 0 6 3 1

Submersion 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 2 0 1

Exposure: cold 2 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0

Avalanche 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 0

Struck by falling tree 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Undetermined cause 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0

Blunt injury/crushing 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Total 19 13 9 19 8 12 10 19 9 6

Note: Data only available for closed investigations.
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