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COLUMBIA VERDICT AT CORONERS INQUEST
FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS AS A RESULT OF THE CORONER'S INQUEST PURSUANT TO
SECTION 38 OF THE CORONERS ACT, [SBC 2007] € 15, INTO THE DEATH OF

Marcano Eugene Ethan
SURNAME GIVEN NAMES
An Inquest was held at Kamloops Law Courts , in the municipality of _Kamloops
in the Province of British Columbia, on the following dates: May 6-9, 2024
before: Susan Barth , Presiding Coroner.
into the
death of Marcano Eugene Ethan 35 Male [ | Femate
(Last Name) (First Name) (Middle Name) (Age)

The following findings were made:

Date and Time of Death: September 14, 2018 1645-1715 hours
(Date) (time)

Place of Death: 2300 block of Rose Hill Road Kamloops, BC
(Location) (Municipality/Province)

Medical Cause of Death:

(1) Immediate Cause of Death: a) Gunshot wound to the head

Due to or as a consequence of gunfire exchange
Antecedent Cause if any: b)

Due to or as a consequence of
Giving rise to the immediate

cause (a) above, stating
underlying cause last.

)

(2) Other Significant Conditions
Contributing to Death:

Classification of Death: D Accidental @ Homicide Lj Natural D Suicide D Undetermined

The above verdict certified by the Jury on the gth day of May AD, 2024

Susan Y. Barth %Mﬁ%ﬂ/

Presiding Coroner’s Printed Name Hi'é'si@g Coroner’s Signature
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PARTIES INVOLVED IN THE INQUEST:

Presiding Coroner: Susan Barth

Inquest Counsel: Rolf Warburton

Court Reporting/Recording .

Agency: Verbatim Words West Ltd.

Andrew Scarth, counsel for the Attorney General of Canada
representing the interests of the RCMP

The Sheriff took charge of the jury and recorded 7 exhibits. 10 witnesses were duly sworn and testified.

Participants/Counsel:

PRESIDING CORONER’'S COMMENTS:

The following is a brief summary of the circumstances of the death as set out in the evidence presented to the jury
at the inquest. This is to assist in understanding, but does not replace, the jury verdict and recommendations. This
summary is not evidence.

Eugene Ethan Marcano was a 35-year-old male who was described by family as being a
loving person with an urge to make life better. Mr. Marcano’s family shared that as a child
he was curious and active but as a teen he experienced a household that included addiction
and abusive behaviour. This deeply affected him, and Mr. Marcano left home at the age of
16. As an adult he possessed a natural mechanical ability and worked at a variety of jobs.
He was known as a good co-worker and a good friend.

On September 14, 2018, Mr. Marcano was in Kamloops for unknown reasons after recently
leaving Alberta. He planned to stay in Kamloops overnight and was driving a white truck
pulling a travel trailer. At approximately 1300 hours, a citizen in Kamloops called the RCMP
to report a white pickup truck and a travel trailer with fire damage on one side of the trailer.
The vehicle had an Alberta number plate and was parked near a gravel pit approximately 20
minutes east of Kamloops. The caller indicated that the vehicle seemed out of place and
may have more than one occupant. An RCMP member was dispatched to the location but
did not find the vehicle. The RCMP member completed administrative tasks for the file and
carried on with their shift.

Later the same day, a person living on a farm on Rose Hill Road south of Kamloops became
aware of an unfamiliar vehicle and trailer parked at a neighbouring property, approximately
two kilometres from their farm. The neighbour drove to the location with a family member
who had initially seen the truck and trailer, to speak with the person parked there. This
person was later known to be Mr. Marcano. On arrival, they noticed clothes, boxes,
construction equipment, generators, and a bicycle scattered on the ground around the
trailer. They asked Mr. Marcano if he needed help and noticed that he appeared nervous
and spoke quickly. Mr. Marcano declined help and shared that he was from Alberta and was
going to organize his things and perhaps spend the night there.

This document has been prepared pursuant to the authority of the Chief Coroner as provided in Section 53(2)(e) of
the Coroners Act, [SBC 2007] C 15. Updated July 26, 2022
Page 2 of 6



Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General File Number: 2018-0450-0091

.

BRITISH Province of British Columbia

COLUMBIA VERDICT AT CORONERS INQUEST
FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS AS A RESULT OF THE CORONER’S INQUEST PURSUANT TO
SECTION 38 OF THE CORONERS ACT, [sBC 2007] ¢ 15, INTO THE DEATH OF

Marcano Eugene Ethan

SURNAME GIVEN NAMES

The neighbour and their family member departed and at approximately 1630 hours
contacted the Kamloops RCMP detachment to report a suspicious vehicle. They described a
white truck and trailer with fire damage on the side of the trailer and identified its rural
location on Rose Hill Road south of Kamloops. The neighbour indicated that the person
associated with the vehicle was possibly impaired and had items strewn around the outside
of the trailer.

The file was assigned to an RCMP member on duty (Officer 1). The officer who had attended
the earlier call (Officer 2) heard the call over the radio and believed that the description
matched the vehicle he had sought without success earlier in the day. Officer 2 offered to
attend the call with Officer 1 because of his previous involvement and because the location
of the second report was on the edge of the city limits and somewhat remote.

Both RCMP members were in uniform and in marked police vehicles when they drove to the
scene. On arrival at the scene, they could see a white truck and trailer parked perpendicular
to Rose Hill Road with the front of the truck facing the road. The road was oriented in a
north-south direction with the truck and trailer parked on the east side of the road. Officer 2
drove past the white truck and parked south of it on the side of the road. Officer 1 parked
north of where the truck and trailer were located.

The RCMP members exited their vehicles and walked towards one another, meeting on the
road near the passenger side of the white truck. Officer 2 observed the burned side of the
trailer and a smashed window near the fire damage. Officer 1 announced himself in a loud
voice and within moments a male later identified as Eugene Ethan Marcano appeared at the
door of the trailer. The RCMP members spoke calmly with Mr. Marcano to advise why they
were there. But Mr. Marcano was immediately agitated and spoke to the RCMP members in
a raised voice. He said he had permission from the landowner to be there and accused them
of harassment. Mr. Marcano was positioned at the door of his trailer and repeatedly walked
a few steps toward the officers before returning to the door. The RCMP members noticed Mr.
Marcano was clenching his fists and displayed other signs of aggression. The officers
intentionally tried to give him distance to de-escalate the situation.

Officer 2 was mindful that the call received by RCMP earlier in the day indicated the
possibility of two or more people in the vehicle. Officer 2 planned to arrest Mr. Marcano so
the trailer could be searched to determine if there was another person involved. Officer 2
called dispatch to describe their situation and to request assistance because of Mr.
Marcano’s escalating behaviour.

While Officer 2 was contacting dispatch, a vehicle driving northbound along Rose Hill Road
approached the scene and stopped. Officer 2 approached the driver who indicated he lived
nearby and knew the property owner. The driver and Officer 2 contacted the property owner
by phone and received confirmation that the property owner had not given permission for
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Mr. Marcano to be there. Mr. Marcano refused at all times to identify himself beyond his
given name.

Officer 2 then walked along the driver’s side of Mr. Marcano’s pickup truck to view the
number plate at the rear of the vehicle. Mr. Marcano did not initially detect Officer 2's
approach and remained focused on Officer 1, who stayed out on the road. When Officer 2
arrived at the rear of the truck, Mr. Marcano encountered Officer 2 between the back of the
truck and the front of the trailer. Officer 1 described the distance between them as “two
arm'’s length”. Both officers gave evidence that Mr. Marcano appeared to be surprised by
this close encounter. Officer 1 recalled Mr. Marcano yelling “You guys are in for it. Someone
is going to be on the news tonight” before rapidly turning and returning to the trailer door.

Officer 1 watched Mr. Marcano enter the trailer and yelled a warning to Officer 2 that Mr.
Marcano was no longer visible. As Officer 1 retreated toward his vehicle, he drew his
handgun, holding it in the low-ready position. Before he could take cover behind his vehicle,
he observed the barrel of a shotgun emerge from the door of the trailer and begin firing in
his direction. On hearing the warning from Officer 1, Officer 2 rapidly moved to the front of
Mr. Marcano’s truck and drew his sidearm. Officer 2 also saw the barrel of a shotgun
emerge from the door of the trailer, shooting at Officer 1. Once back out on the road,
Officer 2 fired his handgun at the front of the trailer. Mr. Marcano then began shooting at
Officer 2 and Officer 1 began firing his handgun from the cover of his police vehicle at Mr.
Marcano.

After a further exchange of gunfire between the officers and Mr. Marcano, Officer 2
relocated to the passenger door of his police vehicle. Officer 2 found his handgun was not
proving to be effective at stopping Mr. Marcano so he retrieved his carbine — a semi-
automatic rifle with a 30-round magazine and sight. After Officer 2 fired a number of rounds
with the carbine, Officer 1 observed one of those bullets strike Mr. Marcano who fell in the
tall grass near his truck. All shooting then stopped. As the tall grass obscured the RCMP
members’ view of Mr. Marcano, both RCMP members held their positions of cover and
provided radio updates to their watch commander.

Within 10 minutes of the last shot fired, several RCMP members arrived and were able to
relieve Officer 1 and Officer 2, who left the scene. The newly arrived RCMP members held
the scene until officers from the Emergency Response Team (ERT) arrived. A drone was
launched to survey the scene and ERT officers deployed a distraction device (stun grenade)
to elicit a response from Mr. Marcano. When there was no response detected or observed
through the drone, an RCMP dog and their handler moved in. The dog was sent to bite Mr.
Marcano with the purpose of eliciting a response to see if he was alive. Seeing none, the
ERT took approximately 40 further minutes to ensure the scene and perimeter were safe.
Police at the scene then determined that Mr. Marcano was deceased.
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Post-mortem toxicology analysis of Mr. Marcano’s blood indicated his recreational use of
methamphetamine in a quantity that likely affected his behaviour toward the RCMP
members. Expert toxicological opinion is that Mr. Marcano’s use of methamphetamine
contributed to his agitation, aggression, and his unsafe and ineffective use of a firearm.

Autopsy examination was conducted on September 18, 2018. The pathologist who
performed the autopsy gave evidence that Mr. Marcano died from a gunshot wound to the
head. The pathologist confirmed this injury would have caused death within minutes and
was not survivable.

This document has been prepared pursuant to the authority of the Chief Coroner as provided in Section 53(2)(e) of
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Pursuant to Section 38 of the Coroners Act, the following recommendations are forwarded to the Chief Coroner of
the Province of British Columbia for distribution to the appropriate agency:

JURY RECOMMENDATIONS:

To: Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General

1. Consider requiring all motor vehicles operating in British Columbia to clearly display
number plates or other identification on the front and rear of the vehicle.

Presiding Coroner Comment: The jury heard evidence that Officer 2 was compelled to
move toward the rear of Mr. Marcano’s truck to view its number plate because there was
no plate on the front of the vehicle. Officer 2 needed to collect more information about
Mr. Marcano to investigate his history and background in order to complete a risk and
threat assessment. The jury heard that in doing so, Officer 2 encountered Mr. Marcano
suddenly and at a close distance, startling him. Mr. Marcano’s immediate response was
to yell threatening words and quickly walk back to the trailer to obtain his firearm and
begin shooting.
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