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An Inquest was held at

, in the municipality of

The Coroners Court

in the Province of British Columbia, on the following dates
before

Burnaby

October 29 and 30th , 2012

, Presiding Coroner,

Mr. Vincent Stancato

33

into the death of

PHILLIPS,
Jeremy Michael
(Last Name, First Name Middle Name)
and the following findings were made:

Date and Time of Death:
Place of Death:

[8J Male

0

Female

(Age)

November 21, 2010 at 22:25 hours
Mountain Institution

Agassiz, BC

(Location)

(Municipality/Province)

Medical Cause of Death
(1) Immediate Cause of Death:

a) Asphyxia
DUE TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

Antecedent Cause if any:

b) Smothering and strangling
DUE TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

Giving rise to the immediate
cause (a) above, stating
under/ving qwse last.

c)

(2) Other Significant Conditions
Contributing to Death:

Classification of Death:

o Accidental

[8J Homicide

The above verdict certified by the Jury on the

Vincent Stancato
Presiding Coroner's Printed Name
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Natural

o Suicide

o Undetermined
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PARTIES INVOLVED IN THE INQUEST:

Presiding Coroner:
Mr. Vincent M. Stancato
Inquest Counsel:
Mr. Rodrick MacKenzie
Counsel/Participants: Mr. Paul Singh, Department of Justice Canada/Correctional Service of Canada
Mr. Graham Stark, Department of Justice/Correctional Service of Canada
Mr. Myer Rabin, Counsel for Lela Phillips
Court Reporting/Recording Agency: Verbatim Words West Ltd.
The Sheriff took charge of the jury and recorded 4 exhibits as entered. Twelve witnesses were duly
sworn and testified.
PRESIDING CORONER'S SUMMARY:
The following is a brief summary of the circumstances of the death as presented to the jury at the inquest. The summary and my
comments respecting the recommendations, if any, are only provided to assist the reader to more fully understand the Verdict and
Recommendations of the jury. This summary is not intended to be considered evidence nor is it intended in any way to replace the jury's
verdict.

At 0958 hours on November 22, 2010, a call for assistance was made to the on-duty Correctional
Officer from cell Al at Mountain Institution in Agassiz, Be. Two Correctional Officers (CXl Janzen and
CX2 Woods) responded to the cell. They found inmate, Mr. Wayne McGray, standing at the cell door
requesting that they check on the wellness of Mr. Jeremy Michael Phillips. Mr. McGray claimed that
Mr. Phillips had not responded to his earlier attempts to wake him. The officers testified that they
entered the cell, attempted to wake Mr. Phillips, and upon turning him, noted that he was Itcold to the
touch and stiff".
The officers immediately summoned medical assistance. Nurse Bonita Hess was working in the
adjacent living unit and responded within seconds. Nurse Hess testified that she checked for a pulse,
but there was none. She testified that rigor mortis and livor mortis were present and that Mr. Phillips
had been Itdead for a while". Other medical personnel responded to assist, including an on-site
physician, but Mr. Phillips was obviously deceased.
Shortly after Mr. Phillips was found, Mr. McGray admitted to correctional staff that he was responsible
for the death. He subsequently made the same admission to police. The jury viewed a warned video
statement that was taken by police on the evening of November 22, 2010 wherein Mr. McGray
described the sequence of events that led to Mr. Phillips' death. Mr. McGray alleged that both he and
Mr. Phillips jointly hatched a plan to fake a hostage taking scenario. The intended outcome was that
Mr. McGray would be moved back to Kent Penitentiary and Mr. Phillips would get time off at the
infirmary or possibly early release.
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Pursuant to Section 38 of the Coroners Act, the fol/owing recommendations are forwarded to the Chief Coroner of the
Province of British Columbia for distribution to the appropriate agency:

JURY RECOMMENDATIONS:
To:

Commissioner
Correctional Service of Canada
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
657 West 37th Avenue
Vancouver, BC V5Z lK6

1. That the Correctional Service of Canada considers a mandatory single accommodation
arrangement for multiple murderers unless the requisite correctional service evidence and
assessment determines that a shared accommodation is both safe and practical.
Presiding Coroners Comment:

The jury heard that Mr. McGray, a self admitted multiple murderer, has been incarcerated since
March 2000. He had been housed in a single accommodation arrangement for the entirety of
his institutional life until he was transferred to Mountain Institution. The jury heard that there
are 60 single occupancy cells available at Mountain Institution and that these cells are assigned
based on a waitlist format. The jury heard that offender characteristics, behavior and past
criminal history are not considered as variables in the decision making process when assigning
single occupancy units at Mountain Institution.
2. That the Correctional Service of Canada considers implementing all of the Board of
Investigation's recommendations that were put forth in the review of Mr. Phillips' death on a
National level. In addition, that the compliance be assured by the Assistant Wardens in each
region that these policies are being followed by their staff.
Presiding Coroners Comment:

The jury heard testimony that the National Board of Investigation (Correctional Service Canada)
investigated the circumstances of Mr. Phillips death. The jury was also provided with a copy of
the five recommendations that were made by the board following their investigation. Ms.
Brenda Lamm, a senior manager with the Correctional Service of Canada, testified that al/ of the
recommendations have successfully been implemented at Mountain and Kent Institution. She
also testified that the recommendations were made available for information purposes on a
National level but that there was no requirement that they be implemented on a National basis.
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place to delay the transfer of such individuals until such time that single cell accommodations
are available.

S. That the Correctional Service of Canada review their policy regarding flashlight intensity, and
explore alternate technologies to detect inmates' body heat.
Presiding Coroners Comment:

The jury viewed photos of the door (exterior and interior) to Mr. Phillips' cell. The door
structure contains a long and narrow window that allows guards the ability to view inmates
while in the cell. Correctional Officer Janzen testified that he viewed Mr. Phillips through the
window during two separate morning rounds (at 0800 hours and 0900 hours) and on both
occasions he was positive that he saw Mr. Phillips breath while sleeping. Correctional Officer
Janzen testified that he used his flashlight to illuminate Mr. Phillips body through the glass door
but admitted that visibility through the window was very poor. Of note, the jury found that Mr.
Phillips was killed approximately 12 hours prior to the two cell checks conducted by Correctional
Officer Janzen.
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