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VICTORIA – The BC Coroners Service has released two updated reports on illicit drug deaths 
and fentanyl-detected deaths to the end of March 2019.

Key findings include:

• The monthly average for illicit drug deaths for the first quarter of 2019 (89 
deaths/month) is down 32% from the same period in 2018 (132 deaths/month).

• More than two-thirds of the illicit-drug deaths in the first quarter of 2019 involved 
people aged 30 to 59. Males accounted for four in every five of all illicit-drug deaths over 
the same period.

• Also for the first quarter of 2019, nine in every 10 illicit drug deaths occurred inside, 
including more than half in private residences.

• There were 82 suspected illicit drug overdose deaths with fentanyl detected in March 
2019.

• Carfentanil was detected in over one-quarter (64 of 227) of the fentanyl-detected deaths 
in the first quarter of 2019.

• Fentanyl or its analogues were detected in approximately 85% of illicit drug deaths for 
the first quarter of 2019 and 87% of illicit drug deaths in 2018.

• There were no deaths at supervised consumption or drug overdose prevention sites.

Data is preliminary and, therefore, should be interpreted with caution and is subject to change 
as investigations conclude.

Learn More:

Illicit drug overdose death report: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-
marriage-and-divorce/deaths/coroners-service/statistical/illicit-drug.pdf

Fentanyl-detected death report: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-
marriage-and-divorce/deaths/coroners-service/statistical/fentanyl-detected-overdose.pdf
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