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Public Health Association of BC 

• PHABC is a not for profit society established over 60 years ago 
to promote the health and well being of British Columbians 
and the environment they live in. 

• Is dedicated to supporting evidence based public health 
programming, healthy public policy, health promotion, and 
ongoing workforce development. 

• PHABC serves on a number of coalitions and works in 
partnership with  government agencies and other NGO’s 
across a range of settings where citizens live work and play. 

 

 



Public Health Association of BC 

• Its members are public health advocates, researchers, students and professionals from a range of 
public health professions including, medical health officers, environmental health officers, 
epidemiologists, public health nurses, speech language pathologists, nutritionists, dental hygienists 
and audiologists. 

• PHABC delivers several key public health programs in BC including Farm to School BC and I Boost 
Immunity and Kids Boost Immunity.  

 

 

 

• PHABC has representatives on national and international public health networks including WHO 
affiliations for Vaccine Safety, Violence Prevention, Health Promotion and Social and Emotional 
learning and Health literacy, and Environmental Sustainability.  

 

 

 



Public Health Association of BC 

“Taking the Pulse of the Population”… 
Why is this report so important?  

 It’s the first overall health status report in 15 years for the BC Population. 
 Tracks progress on 36 key indicators associated with the Promote, Protect and Prevent: 

Our Health Begins Here. BC’s Guiding Framework for Public Health (2013). 
 The Guiding Framework has targets for 2023 and as such is an important accountability 

document. 
 It clarifies the role of the determinants of health and the importance of multi-sectoral 

response to inequities. 
 It prepares a pathway for intentional investment (6%), programming and collaboration 

to meet the health needs of our citizens.  
 It is comprehensive, evidence based, progressive, and merits our full attention. The lives 

of British Columbians can be positively impacted by its findings.  
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Taking the Pulse of the Population 
• This report examines the overall 

health status of the population of 
BC, using the 36 performance 
measures from BC’s Guiding 
Framework for Public Health. 

• The Guiding Framework was 
released in 2013 and updated in 
2017. It establishes targets for BC to 
meet by 2023. 
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Report Findings 
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Recommendations 
 Health in all Policies 

1. Establish a legislated health in all 
policies approach in BC, utilizing a 
health impact assessment model 
that includes a requirement for 
assessing health and equity impacts 
for all proposed, new, or revised 
policy, legislation, or programming 
across the BC Government.  
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Underserved Populations 
2. Develop and implement a comprehensive health 

promotion strategy in BC that recognizes sex- and 
gender-specific health needs, and supports all gender 
identities and sexual orientations through appropriately 
targeted interventions.  

3. Increase support for programs and policies across 
government that focus on health among women 
(including pregnant and postpartum women), children, 
youth, and families in BC.  

4. Increase the focus on illness and injury prevention and 
health promotion for British Columbians living in rural 
and remote areas of BC.  
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Enhanced Commitment to Public Health 
Programming and Surveillance 
5. Develop a more robust and meaningful population and 

public health surveillance system for BC. This includes 
reviewing the Guiding Framework performance 
measures, identifying new or revised measures, and 
establishing regular and ongoing public health reporting.  

6. Establish more relevant and applicable performance 
measures to monitor environmental health in BC.  

7. Commit to increasing the proportion of health authority 
budgets allocated to population and public health to      
6 per cent.  
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Questions? 
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Visit the report online: www.health.gov.bc.ca/pho  
 
Office of the Provincial Health Officer 
4th Floor, 1515 Blanshard St.  
Victoria BC V8W 3C8 
Phone: 250-952-1330 

http://www.health.gov.bc.ca/pho
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