Informal Trial Process
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The judge at an informal trial has control over the trial process. They may adapt the process depending on the case to better meet your
needs. You should follow the trial judge’s direction but your informal trial experience may look like this:
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You can have an expert witness, such as a
doctor or counsellor, or a report writer
testify if the judge agrees before the trial
that they would be helpful. They must
come to the trial and be ready to testify.
They may be questioned by the judge or
the parties.
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The judge will consider what each
party says and the evidence which
has been provided to determine if it
is important to the case.

The judge can sometimes
make a decision before

you leave the
courtroom...

...but sometimes the
judge needs more

time and asks the parties to return to
hear the decision or gives it in writing.
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For more resources about informal trials, including an explainer, frequently asked questions and trial preparation help visit www.gov.bc.ca/FamilylnformalTrial.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=BE9B89BCCC4C436297B3A5DD34B850CA

