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Framing Questions: 

For communities that want to improve their connectivity, 
what steps should be followed by leadership 

in the community?

What supports are available to communities that are going 
through this process?
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BC’s Connectivity Status

88% of Canadian households have access to at 
least 50 Mbps

92% of BC households have access to at least 50 
Mbps

But this is only part of the story…

41% of rural Canadian communities have access 
to 50 Mbps

Only 30% of BC’s rural communities have the 
ability to delivery 50 Mbps—below the national 
average
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1,233 BC communities
881 Rural communities
187 Rural First Nations

70% of BC’s rural 
communities are 
underserved.

75% of BC’s rural 
First Nations are 
underserved.



BC’s Cellular Coverage
Low population densities and 
terrain limit cellular availability

8 highway wifi rest stops have 
been created by the Ministry of 
Transportation providing 
additional highway connectivity



7 new projects have been announced in 
2018

$83M project value 

187 community will receive new or improved 
transport—making them ready for last mile projects

121 communities will have the needed transport to 
support 50 Mbps last mile projects

50 communities will benefit from improved 
redundancy and resiliency 

16 communities will receive both transport and last 
mile making 50 Mbps available for the first time



Connected Communities funding opportunities:

• Connecting British Columbia (CBC)
• Investing in Canada Infrastructure program
• New CRTC fund 2019-2013: $750M



Connecting British Columbia
• Dedicated funding program for internet connectivity.
• Three funding streams available to internet service providers, First 

Nations, local governments, and not-for-profit organization:
– develop regional connectivity infrastructure strategies (intake opened July 1, 2018)
– improve local or last-mile connectivity infrastructure (intake opened July 1, 2018), and
– install new transport infrastructure (intake opened September 1, 2018).

• Funded by Ministry of Citizens’ Services. Program administered by 
Northern Development Initiative Trust.

• Intake details are posted on Northern Development’s  Initiative Trust.
• No deadline. Total $16M available combined for all three funding streams. 

Available until funding is exhausted.



Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program (ICIP) 
Rural and Northern Communities

• Targets capital infrastructure projects in communities with a population of 
25,000 or less.

• Highly Competitive: Focused on a wide variety of areas including food 
security, reliable road, air or marine infrastructure; broadband connectivity, 
efficient and reliable energy; Indigenous health and educational facilities; 
community, culture and recreation; local public transit; improved resilience 
to natural disaster events; and, environmental quality.

• Program administered by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.
• Intake opened September 12, 2018 and closes January 23, 2019.
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Connectivity is foundational…



Opportunity: >$800M in 
program funding for broadband 
and cellular projects coming 
online in 2019.

The CRTC will launch the $750M 
in early 2019 specifically for 
improved internet to rural and 
First Nations communities.

Federal Government will launch 
the Build Canada fund available 
for Rural and Northern 
communities.

Challenge: Increase the quality 
and quantity of submissions 
from BC service providers. 

Funding programs are merit 
and proposal-based, requiring 
large and small service 
providers to build very 
competitive proposals.

Gap: Rural communities and First 
Nations are challenged to 
articulate their digital 
infrastructure needs.

Rural and FN communities need 
to develop their digital plans as 
part of their community planning 
to better access, and optimize 
digital infrastructure investment.

Community digital plans are a 
primary input to service provider 
investment plans and proposals.



What is the Connected 
Communities BC 
framework?

The framework describes 
five strong foundational 
elements that 
participating communities 
have identified as key to 
digital transformation:  
leadership & support,
connectivity, sustainability, 
digital capability, and 
community wellbeing. 

Connected Communities BC Digital Roadmap



Connected Communities BC Digital Roadmap
Made in BC for Small 
Communities in BC

Benchmark and 
accelerate community 
digital readiness through 
a simple self-assessment 
tool that maps current 
and future state, while 
guiding communities 
through a strategic 
connectivity 
development maturity 
model (created by them) 
aimed at yielding the 
greatest socio-eco 
benefits.







https://www.northerndevelopment.bc.ca/connecting-british-columbia-resources/

https://www.northerndevelopment.bc.ca/connecting-british-columbia-resources/


Framing Questions: 

For communities that want to improve their connectivity, 
what steps should be followed by leadership in the 

community?

What supports are available to communities that are going 
through this process?



Questions?
Thank you
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