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From: Rick Trebett <RTrebett@westernforest.com> 
Sent: January 30, 2020 9:14 AM
To: FLNR Old Growth BC FLNR:EX <Oldgrowthbc@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: old growth decisions
 
Please see the attached document, the forest industry at this time is under extreme pressure of all
sorts including strikes, economic tariffs, governmental strategies, and biological attacks.
 
There will continue to be contraction in the coastal industrial base regardless of any old growth
retention decisions made.
 
Anything that you can do to support the existing industry at this time would allow for a gradual
change to achieve the right balance of sustainable forestry and its economic benefits.
 
If you decide to impose an arbitrary decision, the balance is out the window and with it goes
economic stability, you need to decide if this is the route that you want to engage our province in.
 
Regards
Rick Trebett
 
 
Rick Trebett  

Tel 250.734.4734  Cell 250.714.3935
rtrebett@westernforest.com

westernforest.com

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIAL TRANSMISSION. This message and any accompanying attachments are
intended only for the intended recipient named above and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential and protected by copyright. Any dissemination, distribution, copying or action taken in
reliance on this email or any accompanying attachments by anyone other than the intended recipient is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify us of the error in communication by
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OLD GROWTH FACT SHEET – COASTAL BRITISH COLUMBIA 
A moratorium on old growth harvesting today would effectively cut the coastal industry in half. 
~4500 direct jobs and 10,000 total jobs would be lost. 
Impacts to secondary manufactures that rely heavily on old growth logs would be catastrophic to those businesses. 


FOREST FACTS FOR THE COAST REGION 


• The Coastal Region of British Columbia is 15 million hectares in size. 
• 8.4 million hectares (56 %) of the coast is covered in forests 
• 3.5 million (42 %) of which is old growth (ie >250 years old)1. 


OLD GROWTH PROTECTION  


• Protected forests on the coast has more than tripled since 1991. 
• 55% of the 3.5 million hectares of old growth are protected in parks and other reserves. 
• Over 2.8 million hectares (81%) of old growth will never be logged due to other constraints. 


ANNUAL HARVESTING ON THE COAST 


• Less than 0.5% of the regions crown forests are logged annually.  
• Over the last 15 years, the AAC has decreased by 25%. 
• The transition to second growth harvesting on the coast has been happening for the last 25 years. 
• Harvesting of second growth has risen from 5% in the 1990s to approximately 50% today.  


COASTAL REFORESTATION 


• 95% of harvested areas are reforested with tree seedlings and the remainder through natural regeneration 
• About 29 million seedlings are planted each year. 
• 3 trees are planted for every tree harvested. 


CLIMATE CHANGE 


• Well managed forests help mitigate climate change. 
• Carbon is stored in wood products for the entire life of the product. 
• When a tree is cut down, 40% to 60% of the carbon stays in the forest 
• Harvesting in Canada releases less CO2 than wildfires and other natural 


disturbances2 
• Planting 29 million seedlings results in the sequestration of 


approximately 2.9 million tonnes of carbon/year.  
ECONOMIC FACTS 


• Forestry is the backbone of many small rural communities on the Coast 
o 21,310 total jobs as a result of forestry – of which nearly 10,000 (9,621) are direct jobs.3 
o $2.1 billion in GDP 
o $1.4 billion in labour income4 
o This region approx. 25% of the harvest but generates 45% of the province’s total forestry GDP.5 
o Forestry supports 39 lumber, value added, paper and pulp mills on the coast. (http://viea.ca/wp-


content/uploads/2017/01/2016-VIEA-Economic-Report-Web.pdf )  


 
1 Data source Forsite. BC Coast Forestry Stats Summary 2016. Includes data for entire Coast Region. 
2 The Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) Naturally Wood developed by Forestry Investment and Innovation  
 
4, 5 Ministry of Forest, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development, Rebuilding B.C.’s Coast Forest Sector: Keeping the Wealth in B.C. - 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/coast-forest-sector-revitalization/coast_forest_sector_revitalization_web.pdf  
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telephone (604-648-4500) or by return e-mail and destroy all copies of this communication and any
accompanying attachments without using or disclosing them. Thank you.


