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File:  19300-01 
Reference: 275743 

August 25, 2023 

VIA EMAIL 

To: Regional Executive Directors 
District Managers 
BC Timber Sales Managers 

From: Doug Kelly, Director, Forest Tenures Branch 

Re: Timber Supply Area Operating Area Adjustment Guidance 

In recent years, the management of the provincial allowable annual cut (AAC) has increased 
in complexity.  The province has introduced new landscape-level planning and operational 
processes through changes to the Forest and Range Practices Act.  The changes will require 
more government and licensee collaboration with First Nations to ensure Indigenous land use 
and traditional and local knowledge is incorporated into forest operations.  These changes will 
also require coordinated planning of forest operations between licensees within defined 
landscape areas. 

This increased level of complexity and change requires an efficient operating area allocation 
process that provides each licensee with a fair share of the timber harvesting land base relative 
to their AAC, while maintaining representation for BC Timber Sales (BCTS) to meet their 
needs to benchmark market pricing.  This Timber Supply Operating Area Adjustment Guide 
has been developed to provide information and direction to Forest Act tenure holders on how 
to adjust licensee and BCTS operating areas in timber supply areas (TSAs).  The guide 
outlines the recommended process for most TSAs, where operating areas have traditionally 
been defined and adhered to by licensees. 

This document is provided as guidance only and it is expected that it will be adapted to the 
needs for individual TSAs.  Forest Tenures Branch will update this guidance as needed, based 
on principles of continuous improvement.  

 
Doug Kelly 
Director 

Attachment:  Timber Supply Operating Area Adjustment Guide 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/tsa_operating_area_adjustment_guide.pdf


Regional Executive Directors, District Managers & BC Timber Sales Managers 
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pc: Lennard Joe, Chief Executive Officer, BC First Nations Forestry Council 
    len@forestrycouncil.ca  
 Kurt Niquidet, Vice President, Council of Forest Industries 
    niquidet@cofi.org  
 Paul Rasmussen, President, Interior Lumber Manufacturers’ Association 
    paul.rasmussen@ilma.com 
 Allan Powelson, Executive Director, BC Timber Sales 
    allan.powelson@gov.bc.ca  
 Albert Nussbaum, Deputy Chief Forester, Ministry of Forests 
    albert.nussbaum@gov.bc.ca  
 Derek Lefler, Director, Forest Science Planning and Practices Branch 
    derek.lefler@gov.bc.ca  
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