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Disar Blen Tavlor:

Re:  Tree Farm Licence (TFL) B Management Plan No. 9 Review

The Chief Forester approved TFL § Management Flan No, 9 for the peried Seprember 1, 1997 w
Apgust 31, 2002, Follvwing sppeaval af the management plan, the TFL 8 agreement was
replaced with & revised agresment that became effective Masch [, 2000, In thiz agreement the
procesa for preparing a new management plan differs considerably fhom the process in the
previous agreement. In particulis, be procesa now spans & 20-month time period and
commenices with & review of the current massgement plan by the regional manager,

In accordance wilh paragraph 2.03 of the TFL & boence agreament, the following is & review of
management plan Mo, 9 and the bicensee’s performance in respect of that plan. In sdditicn w this
review | also will provide the details regarding the pubilic review of the pext draft

plas. ;

hmqmwlmmlmmmhﬁmm:

#  The Chief Fonsster's August 5, 1997 appraval letter of management plan Mo, 9 and the
conditions of the appronval,

#  Management Plan Mo, 9, the lieenses commitments in the plan and their perfomance pelalive
o meeting the commitments, and

*  The Chief Forester's raticnale for the sllowable annaal cut determinstion, effective
September 1, 1957,

Management Flan Approval

In his August 5, 1997 letter, the Chiefl Forester approved Management Plan Mo. 9 sabject to twao
conditions that needed to be sddressed over the term of the plan.

Page | of &

= THE S0VESSUERT GF BRITIEH COLEUBL 1§ &8 “FUPLGFIRENT FOUITE EWPLOVER"
Wrag by ot Mk Fomal Magion Asidman:
Faraili S8 Laks Bireat
Makan, BC VL 40E

Tl 0] A5
Far 350] 1542370




Ken Taylos

Condition | ;
The first condstion required the submission of additional information cutlining the licenses's
management of poor site Douglas-firlarch stands. This information was submdtted by the
licenses and accepted by the Chief Fosesber on Febmoary 1, 15959,

Condition 2

Ini bioth thie rationale for the AAC delermirstion and copdition 2 of the Managemenit Flan No. @
approval, the Chief Forester expressed concern with the assumptions in the timber supply
analysis regarding adjacency for uneven-aged management. Since the management plan
indicates uneven-aged manageement will increase, the Chief Forester expected & refinement of the
assumptions used in the timber supply analysis to characterize cutblock adjacency under
different aneven-aged siviculnare systems.

Diistrict dtafT advise this process is ongoing and i the preliminary stages. Please ensure the drafi
managemmert plin and the umber supply analysis incorporates this information,

Rathomale for the AAC Determination :

In ibe rationale for the determinabion of the AAC, the Chief Farester indicated a number of tasks
thal needed to be camied put during the tenm of Management Flan No. 9, for the preparation of
the next management plan. These tasks are nofed & the end of the rationale document and are
repeated below with a discussion of the progress of each task.

l. Evaluate alternaiive stralegies for managing decidwons and mived sfamnds,

All leading-deciduous stands were deducted from tbe Gmber harvesting land base. However,
due {o increasing trends to more fully wiilize these stands, twe Chief Forester sugpested a
further review of altemative strategies for the management of these stands.

Please ensure the draft management plan addresses alternative strategies for the mansgement
of deeiduous stands,

2. Re-assess and compile data specific to the TFL in respect of roads, irails and landings,

To account for future roads snd landings in the timber supply analysis; o rediction factor
similar w0 the Boundary T5A was applied to stands greaser than 60 years old in year 100,
Even thoogh this method was acceplable for the Managrment Plan Mo 9 imber supply
analyeis, the Chief Farester expects a method mare closzly representing schual operations oo
the TFL to be used in the nexi timber supply analysis.

District staff advisas me that discussions on the use of site disturbance fleld measurements
have occurred bat a method 1o account for road and landing deductions i ool yet finalized,
These discussions showld be coptineed towards an agresment on an accsptable methed for



3. Develap a plan for the manogement of landscape-hiodiversity, incorporating all relevant
Wexr Kootenay-Boundary Land Use Plan guidelines, bowndaries, objecrtives and
preseriptions, and including designated landreape wrir ard biodhversily emphases,

In prepanng Management Plan Mo, 9, no additional area or volume reductions were made to
aceaunt far brodrversity, The licenses felt that deductions for other constraimts adeguately
provide fior stand and lendscape level biodiversity.

The Kootenay Boundary higher level plan order was approved and the plan will take effect
om Jareary 31, 3001, The plan is designated a higher level plan under the Forest Practice
Code of British Columbia Act. Pursuant 1o Section 3 of the Act, the Boundary Resource
Management Zone (RMZ) and 10 ohpectives for the RME wene esiablished. The 10
objectives wall nesd to be considerad when preparing Management Plan Mo, 10, Tn addition,
the 10 objectives will be considered known information on Janaary 31, 2001 when the higher
level plan comes into effect. Any forest development plan that is submited for approval
after the four months fellowing Jamury 31, 2001 will peed to comsider the 10 objectives,

4, Test Accwracy of site indezes applied ia current aralysis,

Inventory site indexes, as 8 messure of site productivity, were used in the Gmber supply
analysis. However, research indicales that site ddenes fior some stands underestimates actual
gite productiviry, The resalis from heses studies indicate a potential increase in the
productivity of some stands, particularly lodgepole pine and spruce, The Chisf Forester
suggested further study needs 1o be carried out before the results can be applied 1o TFL E.

Dristriet stafl advises that some of the work on this study is complete. The resalts of the
siudy when completed should be reviewed by ministry staff and incorporated into the next
management plan if appropriate. j

£, Wﬂ&ﬂhﬁﬂfmm;ﬁmm“-mmﬂmam_ﬁt
wildlife habitar.

The licensee accounted for wildlife habitat requirements throogh the deduction of areas with
variouws caover constrainls. They also consider MELP"s draft maps of potential wildlife
habitat 85 a guide in forest development planning. Two seositivity analyses mdicated po
impact on the shor-term timber supply when the constraints were increased. The Chief
Forester accepled the meatment of wildlife habitat in the tiovher supply analysis, however,
indicated the nesd for MELP and the licensee to work co-operatively to model MEI P's
wildlife habitat and obd-growth nesds.

District staff advises thei work on an ungulste winter range project with MELP is ongodng. 1
encourage the continuation of this work and incorperation of the results in the next
mEnspernent plan amd timber supply analyss.



& Review riparign clars arsignments and verify by fleld inspections,

The licenses accounted for riparian habitat in the timber sepply analysis by daducting an ares
estimate of the dparian reserves from the: timber barvesting land base. However, riparian
managemnent zomes were ool sccownted for in the malysis and riparian reserve classification
was preliminary. Based on his experiencs, the Chief Forester fall these allowances did nit
fully account for riparian habitat needs and represented an unguantified downward pressure
on the AAC. In the next tmber supply analysis the Chief Foreater expects inventory
refinement and field verification of riparian classification.

District stafT advises that fish inventory Geldwork 1 continuing, but is not yet compileted.
The results of the imvenlary work are to be utlized in the preparation of the next management
plan and timber supply analysis,

7. Evaluate and quantify by systems and species, the foml amount of area thar will be nebject to

As indicated in the discussion of condition 2 in the Management Plan Approval, a refinement
of the ares subject to uneven-aged mansgement by silvicultural systems needs to be
campletsd for the next timber supply analysis,

B, Compile dara specific io the TFL for loss due to notural causes, fo improve accuracy of mon-
recaverable losy estimales.

To aceount for pas-recoverable losses in the timber supply analysis, the licenses prorated by
ares the reductions wied in the Baundary TSA. While this may be o reasonable approach
since empirical dats for the TFL is not available, the Chief Forester requested the licensee
compile dats specific to the TFL for fubare analyses and determinstions.

Dnstrict stafl advises that the licensee through their work with (he msect and digsase
commities, overview surveys and the sentification of blowdown areas should have better
dats availables to estmate nos-recoverable losses for the TFL.

9. [ also expecr BCFS sigff to comduct an arehasological overvies assessment (ACA) of TFL 8

An ADA was nol available for use in the preparation of Marsgement Plan 9, However, the
Chicf Forester found no reason o adjust the: timber supply to acoount for archssological,
higtarical or heritage values, but expected better information to be available for the next
detemination.

I am advised that an ADA was completed in 1997 and updated in 2000, This infarmation is
1o be considered in the preparation of the next management plan, If the resulis of the survey
require exclusion of any sites, appropriate ares deductions from the timber harvesting land
buse will be peaded



10, An addstional task nod included in the summary &t the end of the document is the treatment of
vismally sensitive areas in the tmber supply analyss.

The forest cover requirements of all the vissal sengitive aneis modelled in the base case oy
nof be &8 constraining as the visual sensitivity classficsiton of those areas requires. Whils
the affected area may be small, there is potential impact on the medism (o long ferm tmber
sapply.

The analysis for the next management plan should better account for visually sensitive areas,

Management PFlan Commitments

Mlﬂ.ﬂ:ummi'l-ln'ﬂn» 9 includes a number of commitments, same of which are also discussed
by the Chief Farester in his rationale for the dctermination of the AAC, and have been discussed
in the above section. Other management plan commitments that wene not included in the
rafionale, or require further discussion are pobed below.

L. Muainigin an updaied fores inveniory
The labest timber inventory for TFL § was completed in 199394 and was completed to
ministry standands. The Heensee mamtams 8 compuier datsbase of their invertory and
updates of the forest cover were provided to BCFS in 1998, An audit of the imventory was
conducted during the 1997 and 98 field scasons.

The results of the audit are to be incorporated o the timber supply analysis for the next
AAC determination.

2. Undertake o study fo improve esfimares af site index and
|lmnd\uﬂlhﬁtmmdﬂmmm“mlhaTFLwh:hmypﬂd
information that could be ueed in the next tmber supply analysis. Thess inclsde studies on
dens= pine stands and a site index adjustment project. Information asd resulis from the
studies, where appropriate, should be wsed in the next analysis,

Oriher Issnes
In addition to the points discussed above, the following issue also needs 1o be sddressed in the
oext managemest plan,

A recreation inventory and analysis was completed in 1995 and utilized in the preparation of
Management Plan Mo, 9. Since the completion of the inventory and analyeis there have been
three events st will require minor revisions o that document, thess are;

1. The announcement of the Kootenay Boundary higher bevel plan will result in designated
scenic areas within the TFL that will require the establishment of V(Os and harvesting to
meet thase VDs. The VQOs should be considered in the imber supply analysis.

I, The shandoned Kettle Valley Railway grade has been designated asdbe rowte of the Trans
Camada Trail throagh the TFL

3. The anpouncement'of the Hmﬂﬂjmu.hu-jum:rivr.r.
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Draft Management Plan No. 10 Public Review

Part 1 of the TFL B Heence agreement specifias requiresments for sdvertizing the drafl
management plan and the time period and locations for poblic review of the plan. In
consideration of the minamal public response to opportanitics provided for the review of
Management Plan No. 9, T find it adequate for the licensee to provide public viewing of the draft
management plan at the licensee’s offices in Grand Forks and Midway for the itme peniods
specified in the licence agreement.

Contncts for Management Plan Preparation

The regional contect for the preparation of Management Plan No. 10 will be Don Youwe. Mr,
Youwe can be reached by telephone a1 (150) 354-6143. Other contacts al the Boundory Forest
Dristrict and the Victoria Branches are described in the attachment.

If you have any questions regarding this review please contact Mr. Youwe.

Yours tuly,

& —

Roas B Tozer
PBegional Manager
Melson Forest Region

Attachment: 1
pc:  Jim Gowriluk, Acting Director, Resource Tenures & Enginsering Branch -~

Glen Thompson, District Manager, Boundary Farest District
Rich Heinrichs, Forest Bcosystem Specialist, Boundary Forest District



Contacts for TFL MP Preparation

TFL 8 MP No. 10 Pope & Talbot Ltd.

Submitted MP Component

Approval/Acceptance
Authority, or Office of
Primary Responsib ility

Ministry Contact

Timber Supply Analysis
Information Package with prior
approval of:

TSF

Timber Inventory

Resources Inventory Branch

Coordinator TFL Inventory 387-
9521

Landscape Inventory [RM/DM Landscape Forester
Recreation Resource Officer
Recreation Inventory [RM/DM Recreation Officer

Recreation Resource Officer

Natural Stand Yield

Resources Inventory Branch

Growth and Yield Officer

Cunes (Predictions) 387-6043
Managed Stand Yield [Research Branch Growth and Yield Applications
Curves Specialist 387-6708
Operability Lines DM Planner or Timber Officer
Biodiversity DM, MELP Official Planner or Timber Officer and
FES
ESAs DM, MELP Official Planner or Timber Officer and
FES
Consistency with DM Planner or Timber Officer and
Higher Lewel Plans FES
TYP DM Planner or Timber Officer
Analysis TSF
Draft and Proposed MP RM Don Youwe - 354- 6143
Related Issues
Wildlife, watershed and MELP FES
fisheries issues
MP Process RTEB Charlie Klasen - 387 - 1692

Other (specify)




