
 

Process for establishing a local background concentration

Does the concentration of a substance in 
soil at the site exceed the applicable 

numerical standard in the CSR?

Not a 
contaminated 

site

Is the substance related to the Schedule 2 
activities on the site?

A local background concentration in soil 
cannot be established for the substance

NO

NO

NO

Is the concentration of the substance that 
exceeds a numerical standard less than 
applicable Protocol 4, Table 1 regional 

background estimate for the substance?

Is the concentration of the substance that exceeds 
a numerical standard and Protocol 4, Table 1 
regional background estimate less than the 
median background concentration in soil 

determined for the applicable locale? 

Collect other soil reference data pertinent to the 
site and/or determine site-speci�c local background 

concentration in soil at a reference site

Is the concentration of the substance that exceeds 
the numerical standard, and regional and locale 

background estimates less than site-speci�c 
concentration data determined for the site?

A local background 
concentration in soil 

cannot be established 
for that substance

Establish local 
background 

concentration using 
Protocol 4, Table 1 

estimates; application 
under Protocol 4 not 

required

Establish a local 
background 

concentration using the 
median background 

concentration in soil for 
the locale; application 
under Protocol 4 not 

required

NO

Submit application 
to establish a local 

background 
concentration in soil 

using Option 2 of 
Protocol 4

NO

Initial 
assessment 

of site

Consider 
establishing a 

local background 
concentration 

using Option 1 of 
Protocol 4 

Consider 
establishing a 

local background 
concentration 

using Option 2 of 
Protocol 4 

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES


