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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

UBCM

MEMORANDUM of UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN
THE PROVINCE of BRITISH COLUMBIA

THE UNION of BRITISH COLUMBIA MUNICIPALITIES

ENGAGEMENT with UBCM AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS on
FIRST NATIONS NEGOTIATIONS and OTHER INDIGENOUS INITIATIVES

THis MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)
guides the relationship berween ehe Provinee of Bricish
Columbia, the Union of BC Municipalities and local
governments with respect to reconciliarion, agreements,
and initiatives with Indigenous peoples and parencrs.

It updares and replaces previously signed MOUs
between the Province of BC and UBCM relating to
local government participation in negotiations and other

Indigenous initiatives,

THE PARTIES:
THE ParTIES TO THIS MOU ARE:

*  The Province of British Columbia (the Provinee
as represented by the Ministry of Indigenous
Relations and Reconciliation (MIRR): and

The Union of British Columbia Municipalities
(UBCM! representing all municipalitics and
regional disericts of British Columbia, as well
as several First Nations members.

WHEREAS:

THE PARTIES ACKNOWLEDGE that the Provinee is
committed to transform its approach to reconciliation
through the implementation of the principles of

the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration®, and the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action { TRC)
in accordance with the Constituzion of Canada. The

Parties also acknowledge chae UBCM is supportive of
advancing reconciliation with Indigenous peoples across
the Province at the local level; and that local governments
with local knowledge and interest, are key pareners in
achicving lasting and meaningful reconcifiation wich
Indigenous peoples.

The Partics recognize thar local governmienc jurisdictions
may be affecred by the negoriation of land. resource and
ceonomic development agreements with First Nacions and

Indigenous partners.

The Parties acknowledge that local government
constitures an order of government with unique

and special incerests in the negoriation of a range of
agreements with First Nations and Indigenous parners.

The Parties acknowledge char UBCM and individual
local governments endeavour to develop positive working
relationships with First Nations and Indigenous peoples,
tostering relationships built on the values of honesty

and respect, and undertaking reconciliation initiatives

at the grass roots level. This MOU encourages local
governments, as supported by UBCM, to communicate
and develop relationships with Indigenous partaers.

The Parties recognize char B.C. legislacion includes
principles of local-provincial relations that includes
respece for each jurisdiction, the importance of
cooperative approaches co marters of murual interest.
and the need for the provinee to consule with local ~
governments on pravincial actions that direcely affece
their intereses.




ITHEREFORE:

TH1s MOU REFLECTS the conrinued commirment
of the Parties for sincere and honest engagement on a
range of initiatives relating to Indigenous relationships
including:

* continuinga process for local government
participation in the negotiation and
implementacion of agreements;

* consulting and exchanging informarion wich
local governments on other arrangements and
initiatives;

¢ opportunities for local governments to share
initiatives for advancing reconciliation at the local
level; and

¢ engaging on matters of mutval incerest, including
those that have the potential to broadly impace
local governments.

TrorPICs

THE ProvINCE will share informacion, consider
local government interests and seek advice on mareers
including, but not limited to areas of local government
jurisdiction that may be affected by agreements made
with First Nations or other Indigenous pareners and
reconciliation ¢fforts such as:

*  Negotiations and agreements;
. lndigcnous initiatives, pu]icy and programs; and,

*  Implementation of the Declaration on the Righus
of Indigenons Pecples Aet.

The Province will share the principles and context of
this MOU with all Ministries and provincial agencies to
make aware of UBCM's interest in being engaged on all
Indigenous initiatives that have the potencial wo affeet
local governmene interests. Arceas of interest to local
government that may be atfecred include, but are not
limited to:

* Land management. land use planning, and land
sclecrion

*  Dispute resolution
*  Property raxation
*+ Environmental assessment and protection

¢ Local government access to resources for public
purposes and access to adjacent lands

* Servicing arrangements
+ Regulatory arrangements
Governmental relations

Economic development.

CONSULTATION AND INFORMATION
SHARING PRINCIPLES

THE PARTIES AGREE to the following principles

governing consulration and information sharing:

*  Hexibility for local governmenss to identify and
represent their intereses in a way that they consider

appropriate to their local circumstances;

+  carly notice to UBCM and/or atfected local
governments of a matter thar may affect local
government jurisdiction, including changes to che

Treary process:

+ sufficient information carly on and reasonable time
for local governments to document their intereses
and views and ro provide advice to provincial

representatives;

*  duc consideration of local government incerests,
views and advice;

* a TL‘.'.punic FI'{)I'“. pf(\\'in(i‘ll Ic PI.'L‘SL’“EJri'\'L'\i oan }]l e

local governmient advice was or was noe used: and

¢ ongoing information exchange berween the

Province, UBCM and local governments,

DEFINITIONS

THE FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS are referred to in
this MOL™:

TREATY: a constitutionally protected comprehensive
agreement negotiated among B.C., Canada and a Firsc
Nation under the B.C. Treary Commission process that
is a formal expression of reconciliation berween First

Nations and the Crown.

AGREEMENTS AND OTHER ARRANGEMENTS:

self -governance, social, land, resource, cconomic
development or other agreements negoriated berween
a First Nation or Indigenous pareners and the Provinee
both inside and outside of the B.C. treary process that

have the potencial to impace local government.

INDIGENOUS INITIATIVES: other policy and
initiatives relating to First Nations and Indigenous
peoples, including those focused on reconciliation
effores, thac have the porential to affect local

government.
£




ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES RESPECTING
CONSULTATION AND INFORMATION
SHARING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

The Province

THE ProvVINCE will initiate contace wich a local
government in the early stages of a negotiation

p[‘(lCCSi ‘-\'hl.'l'l:

¢ anagreement with a First Nadion or Indigenous
peoples will be negociated; and

*  the ourcome of negotiarions will affect the local
governmene’s interests, jurisdiction, operations or
provision of services.

The Provinee will consult and exchange information in
atimely manner with the focal government according

to the consuleation and information sharing principles
stated in this MOU. This will include, where applicable,
agendas, work plans, documents for discussion and other

relevant information in a timely manner.

The Province and the local government will jointly
determine the level of the local government's
involvement ranging from receiving informarion to
participation at mectings and providing advice.

Where the local government and Indigenous partners
agree, the provincial representatives will assise ro
coordinate a venue for relationship building, such as
aworking group, for local government and the Firse
Nation to discuss and come to agreement on issucs
relaced to the future local government-First Nation
relationship. The provincial representatives will give
full and fair consideration to results produced and
agreements reached chrough these discussions.

Local Government
LocAL GOVERNMENTS will serve as advisors to the
Province in agreement development discussions chat
affect their interests, including:
+  provincial treaty negotiations, until a negoriation
is concluded and the treaty rakes effect;
+ engagement on overall negotiared agreements
process changes; and
* local government-First Nations or Indigenous
peoples relationship initiatives.

Based on their interests and the level of acrivity of 2
negotiated agreement or initiative, local governments
and the Provinee will joinely derermine che level of
involvement ranging from recciving informarion to
participacion at mectings and providing advice as
appropriate, including those that are treary relaced, and
negotiations including main tables, side tables, working

groups and bilateral meetings.

Prior o the effective dare, local government and che
Province will discuss local government involvement in
agreement implementation and make every effort to
identify significant issucs of interest to local government

and how local government will be involved informed.

On the effective date, the Firse Nations, Indigenous
partners, and neighbouring local governments will
engage direcdy with each ocher and continue to develop

and build relasionships.

Local governments are responsible tor defining and
sharing their interests and other relevant information
with the Province related to negotiarions and
initiatives, fostering collaborative relarionships, actively
parencring to constructively resolve issues, supporting
implementation, and advising the Province how their

interests may be addressed.

Local governments will collecrively determine how
they will be organized to participate in a negotiation
or initiarive - e.g. as an alternare local government
structure - and will advise the appropriate provincial
representative of their chosen seructure as well as the

primary contacts\.

When participating at development discussions for
negotiations, agreements or other initiatives, local
government represencatives are subject o any and

all confidentialicy rules and practices that apply to a
negotiation, agreement or other initiative. They may,
after consultation wich the Province, share confidential
information with their respective councils and regional
district boards, other local governments, or local
government seruceures, and with UBCM on an in-

camera basis,




ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN
THEPROVINCEAND UBCM

THE PROVINCE WILL SHARE INFORMATION with
UBCM and/or a body designaced by the UBCM on che
Provinee’s approaches to the development of agreements
and other initiatives with Indigenous partners. The
Parties will work together on identifving the appropriate
avenues for this consultation and information sharing to
ensure clear and full understanding of the processes and

activities underway,

Provincial representatives will consulr and exchange
information in a timely manner with UBCM on
issues thar have the potential to broadly affect local

governments, including, bue not limited to:
¢ changes w negotiated agreement process, and

+ the implementation of B.C.'s Dedlararion on
the Righs of Indigenous Peoples Act, the Calls
to Action of the Truch and Reconciliation

Commission, and relevant coure decisions,
The Province will engage and provide information o

UBCM on policy related ro Indigenous initiatives and

seck feedback.

; Hoxovrafiie Murfay Rkﬁ
‘.(!m.r‘.-:rr of Indsgenans Relations and Reconcilisiion
Pravince of Brivich Columivia

Trisu Maxpewo,
Crar INpiceNous REtarions COMMITTEE

Union of Britich Calwombia Musicipalivies

UBCM will share information in a timely manner witch
the Provinee on emerging issues for local governments
and initiatives relating to Firse Nations and Indigenous

peoples.

UBCM will advise local government members of joint
initiatives and engagement with the Province addressing
Firse Nations and Indigenous peoples.

"The Parties will work jointly on initiatives to foster
equity, diversity and inclusion, build understanding
and awareness and to further lasting and meaningful
reconciliation.

The Parties may jointly develop an implementation

i ) P
plan to operationalize the MOU, including a schedule
of mectings.

UBCM will monitor the progress of provincial
information sharing, notification and consuleation with
local governments on relevane agreements wich First
Nations.

REVIEW

THis MOU WiLL BE REVIEWED three years from
the date of signing unless the Parties jointly agree o
an carlier review,

F
Briax FRENKEL, PRESIDENT
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