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1. Policy Rationale & Purpose:  
The purpose of this policy is to describe the requirements for removing a licence suspension that 
was imposed by the Board for failing to meet continuing competence requirements. 
 
The purpose of the continuing competence requirements laid out in Part 4 of the Emergency 
Medical Assistants Regulation is to ensure that each EMA demonstrates evidence on an annual basis 
that the EMA has the ongoing practical skills and knowledge to practice competently as an EMA in 
British Columbia (BC). The annual reporting period begins on April 1st and ends on March 31st. 
 
If an EMA’s licence has been suspended by the Board after a disciplinary hearing for failing to meet 
continuing competence requirements, the EMA is still licensed; however, the EMA may not practice 
as an EMA until the suspension is removed. 
 
If the EMA wishes to continue practice as an EMA then they must prove competency to practice in 
order to remove the licence suspension. If the EMA no longer wishes to practice as an EMA in BC 
they may relinquish their licence. 
 

  

mailto:getanexam@gov.bc.ca
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/210_2010#part4
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/210_2010#part4
https://www.health.gov.bc.ca/exforms/ema/expression-of-intent.html
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2. Policy Scope 
This policy applies to all EMAs whose licence has been suspended by the Board for failing to 
complete continuing competence requirements for the previous year’s reporting period. 
 

3. Policy Statement:  
If an EMA’s licence has been suspended by the Board as a result of failing to meet their continuing 
competence requirements, the EMA’s licence will not be renewed until the licence suspension has 
been lifted. To remove a licence suspension the following examinations are required to determine 
that the suspended EMA is competent to practice in BC: 
 

• submit an Application for Licence form 

• successfully complete the online written examination provided by the licensing branch 

• successfully complete the online jurisprudence examination  

• successfully complete the practical examination for the licence category 
 

The EMA has three attempts to successfully complete each of the required examinations: written, 
jurisprudence and practical. 
 
If the EMA has not successfully completed the continuing competence requirements for the 
reporting period following the licence suspension, the EMA’s file will be referred to the Board with a 
recommendation of licence revocation.  
 
If an EMA is unsuccessful at the examination process during the licence suspension, the EMA will be 
required to successfully complete a training program recognized by the Board for the licence level 
and successfully complete the examinations for the licence category within three attempts in order 
to have the licence suspension removed. 

 

4. Legal Authority:  
• Emergency Health Services Act Section 6 & 7 

• Emergency Medical Assistants Regulation Part 4 
 
 

5. Key Stakeholders:  
• Suspended EMAs 
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https://forms2.gov.bc.ca/forms/content?id=D82584150C7246E2936D2408E2388521
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/partners/colleges-boards-and-commissions/emergency-medical-assistants-licensing-board/scheduling-your-examination
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/00_96182_01#section6
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/210_2010#part4
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