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Immediate Roadside Prohibitions (IRP)
In 2010, RoadSafetyBC introduced the IRP program to immediately remove alcohol-affected drivers from BC’s roads, reducing the number of motor vehicle collisions and resulting injuries and 
fatalities. The IRP program also serves as a deterrent to alcohol-affected driving behavior. 

An IRP is a driving prohibition issued by a peace officer under the Motor Vehicle Act based on breath tests taken on an approved screening device (ASD). Peace officers may issue an IRP if a driver 
provides a breath sample into an ASD which results in either a WARN or a FAIL reading, or if a driver refuses to provide a breath sample into an ASD. If the ASD reads WARN, your sample shows a 
blood alcohol concentration of not less than 50 milligrams of alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood, which is subject to either a 3, 7, or 30-day IRP, depending on the number of previous prohibitions. If the 
ASD reads a FAIL, your sample shows a blood alcohol concentration of not less than 80 milligrams of alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood, which is subject to a 90-day IRP.

Administrative Driving Prohibitions (ADP)
Police may serve you with an administrative driving prohibition if your blood alcohol concentration was equal to or greater than 80 milligrams of alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood, or your blood drug 
concentration was equal to or greater than the amount prescribed for that drug within two hours of operating a vehicle, or your combined blood alcohol and drug concentration was equal to or 
greater than the amount prescribed, within two hours of operating a motor vehicle. 

Police may also serve you with an ADP if you operated a vehicle while your ability to operate it was impaired by a drug or a combination of alcohol and a drug as determined by a drug recognition 
expert, or if you failed or refused without a reasonable excuse to follow a demand under section 320.27 or section 320.28 of the Criminal Code regarding the operation of a motor vehicle. While an 
ADP is administrative, the evidence collected through the ADP process meets the rigour of criminal code law and it may also be used as evidence for impaired driving charges under the Criminal Code.

NOTE: Cancelled prohibitions are removed from this data.  These are separate from prohibitions revoked upon review.

For more information, refer to RoadSafetyBC Alcohol and drug related driving prohibitions and suspensions.  

Administrative Alcohol and Drug-Related Driving Prohibitions 

https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-46.html#docCont
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-47.html#docCont
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-46/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/roadsafetybc/prohibitions/alcohol
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Table 1: Administrative Alcohol and Drug Related Driving Prohibitions Served to Drivers in British Columbia, Served September 20, 2010 Onwards
Prohibition Type Group
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6,385
25,090
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506 27 4 537 844 173 1,017     48 8 4   19 34 113 1,667
Total 65,230 3,658 302 69,190 122,416 20,981 143,397 12,935 3,931 3,134 294 165 7 831 1,861 23,158 235,745
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Figure 3: Prohibitions Served by Type
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Prohibition                                           Impairment
3 Day IRP Alcohol
7 Day IRP Alcohol
30 Day IRP Alcohol
90 Day IRP - Fail Alcohol
90 Day IRP - Refused Alcohol
ADP - Fail OLD Alcohol
ADP - Refused OLD Alcohol
Alcohol Breath                                      Alcohol
Alcohol Blood Alcohol
Drug Blood Drug
Alcohol and Drug Combined Blood Alcohol Concentration and Blood Drug Concentration both equal to or over the prescribed limits
DRE Evaluation Drug, or combination of Drug/Alcohol
Refusal to Comply Alcohol or Drug suspected, driver refused to:

- Participate/complete a DRE (Drug Recognition Expert) Evaluation,
- Participate/complete a SFST (Standard Field Sobriety Test),
- Provide breath or blood sample.
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