


Open and close your control panel 
 
Join audio: 
• Choose Mic & Speakers to use VoIP 
• Choose Telephone and dial using 

the information provided 
 

Submit questions and comments via the 
Questions panel 

 
Note: Today’s presentation is being 
recorded and will be provided within 
approximately 1 week. 

Your Participation 
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Rural BC Faces Additional Challenges 
• While dips in BC’s rural population have occurred over the past 150 

years, none have been as pronounced as the dip between 1996 and 
2001 and there is no recovery in sight. 

• Census 2016 rural population numbers for BC are not yet available, 
however Census has provided Canada’s rural population percentages 
which show a drop of 2% since the previous Census. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year
BC's Rural 

Population

1986 598,365

1991 641,922

1996 667,112

2001 597,885

2006 602,187

2011 609,363
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Small Business is Suffering 

 Small business numbers are slowly declining in all regional areas except for the 
lower mainland area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Communities have been built on a model for growth, declines in business #’s and 
aging populations make it difficult for service provision and quality of life.  Empty 
storefronts and lack of shopping / service options are the end result. 

 

 Small Business Counts by 

Development Region
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Vancouver Island/Coast 68,100 69,100 71,800 71,100 66,900 68,200 69,000 67,500 67,400 67,800

Thompson-Okanagan 48,500 48,600 53,000 48,300 50,800 49,600 49,600 46,100 46,500 44,300

Kootenay 16,200 13,800 14,800 14,500 14,800 13,000 13,200 11,100 12,200 14,400

Cariboo 13,300 14,400 12,200 13,400 12,700 12,400 10,600 11,700 10,900 11,900

North Coast & Nechako 7,700 6,800 6,600 6,500 7,000 6,900 6,400 5,500 6,000 6,100

Northeast 7,900 7,200 6,700 5,500 6,700 6,900 7,600 6,800 7,800 6,400

Total Rural Business Growth 161,700 159,900 165,100 159,300 158,900 157,000 156,400 148,700 150,800 150,900





Mistake – Letting Things Slide 

Only 5% of business owners sell at the peak strength of their 
business  
 

 











Competition 
• Buyer migration is an important segment of the market 
• Intra province, inter province, international buyers are choosing the 

community as well as the business opportunity 
 

Attraction 
• What is attractive about your community? 
• How well are these features communicated to buyers “from away” 

 

Support 
• Service providers (Accounting, Insurance, Banking, Realtors etc) 
• Welcome services 
• Business friendly 

It’s a global competition for buyers 

 
 

It Takes a Village 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=small+business+bc&bt
nG=Google+Search#q=small+business+bc+succession+plan
ning 
 
http://www.smallbusinessbc.ca/exiting-a-business/why-
you-need-think-about-business-succession-planning-now 

BizBuyout Loan 

Additional Resources to Assist You 
 

http://www.bizshift.ca/biz-buyout-
loan.php 

http://www.ventureconnect.ca 







http://cm.pn/3inj
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