
Aljane Farms  
Wayne Soo 

Director 

13444 McKechnie Rd 

Pitt Meadows, BC 

604 512-8888 

Wayne@AljaneFarms.com 

Ms. Gorsuch: 

1st Floor 2975 Jutland Road 

Victoria, BC V8T 5J9 

Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca 

Manager, Issues & Planning 

April 3, 2023 

Dear Ms. Gorsuch: 

MPL British Columbia Distributions Inc. (MPL BC) Agency Prior Approval 

Process 

We are a licensed producer under the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act, licensed to grow 

a greenhouse crop.  We write today to support the written submissions of Greenhouse 

Grown Foods Inc. (GGFI) and Windset Farms (Canada) Ltd. (Windset) in relation to the 

prior approval agency review process for MPL BC.  We support GGFI and Windset’s 

position in the supervisory hearing.  We oppose the granting of agency designation to MPL 

BC. 

 

Sincerely, 

Wayne Soo 



From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Wayne Soo"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: Windset letter of support
Date: April 4, 2023 3:51:27 PM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Wayne,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Wayne Soo <wayne@aljanefarms.com> 
Sent: Monday, April 3, 2023 5:17 PM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Windset letter of support
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
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March 27, 2023 File: 44200-35\MPL 


 
DELIVERED BY EMAIL 
 
 
Morgan Camley  
Counsel 
Dentons Canada LLP 
20th Floor, 250 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC, Canada V6C 3R8 
 


Derek Sturko 
Chair 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
207 – 15252 32nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3Z 0R7 
 


 
 
Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 


 



mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

mailto:firb@gov.bc.ca





March 27, 2023 MPL BC panel questions 
Page 2 of 4 
 
Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  


 
1 Strategic, Accountable, Fair Effective, Transparent, Inclusive 
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c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 
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links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Dear Ms. Gorsuch,
 
Please find my letter of support for Windset Farms attached.
 
Regards,
 
Wayne Soo
Aljane Farms
604 512-8888
13444 McKechnie Rd
Pitt Meadows, BC V3Y 1Z1   
AljaneFarms.com





From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Minerva Michael"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: Cheamview Letter
Date: April 4, 2023 4:02:11 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Michael
 
Thank you for sending Cheamview’s letter.
 
Please feel free to forward my previous email to Cheamview.
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Minerva Michael <mminerva@villagefarms.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 9:45 AM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Cheamview Letter
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Ms. Gorsuch,
Attached, please find a letter from Cheamview Greenhouses stating their support in opposing the
grating of Agency status to MPL. 
Thank you.
 
 

Michael Minerva
Senior Vice President Grower
Relations & Supply Development
 
Village Farms Fresh
90 Colonial Center Parkway

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:mminerva@villagefarms.com
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.villagefarmsfresh.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7C1e4fe0cc893347726bfe08db352c080a%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638162235826306702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NTPN%2B8kLTtL1%2FVyK0ygN6aKUsqzMn%2FyMPAiDSc4Vua4%3D&reserved=0






      
 

good for the earth®

Lake Mary, Florida 32746
O: 407-936-1190 x356
C: 732-371-1524
NASDAQ:  VFF
 

 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fvillagefarmsfresh&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7C1e4fe0cc893347726bfe08db352c080a%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638162235826306702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QkEZfvzJAFaOEQV%2BUmE8S3J%2FtotyIh6nuoSP5sW667g%3D&reserved=0
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From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Minerva Michael"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: [External Email] RE: Village Farms Canada, LP
Date: April 5, 2023 7:23:41 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you Michael, we will let you know when we receive it.
 
Cheers,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Minerva Michael <mminerva@villagefarms.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 5, 2023 6:31 AM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: RE: [External Email] RE: Village Farms Canada, LP
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Thank you, Wanda.  I will submit responses to the questions in the letter by the end of day Friday,
April 7. 
 

From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 6:54 PM
To: Minerva Michael <mminerva@villagefarms.com>
Subject: [External Email] RE: Village Farms Canada, LP
 
Michael,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
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mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww2.gov.bc.ca%252fgov%252fcontent%252fgovernments%252forganizational-structure%252fministries-organizations%252fboards-commissions-tribunals%252fbc-farm-industry-review-board%252fregulated-marketing%252fsupervisory-reviews%252f2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval%26c%3DE%2C1%2CuDi_-xgAomNx6FMR384dt7RPp1_lHmIxioL0zGKmJTQ_iP0TijTgB_sSiil7f96_kzHxkq8YyTnRUct0pJMLCoQ0Kypr4qZeY-xpSf-DOMKmN-iDfSEZIEN-Rw%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7C02e2706a6776479b83fc08db35d9fd4e%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638162982595444654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ytpTrieznl%2B1OGgcUwu4VTeDLwTAUdNiKRxR%2F6ZK6pw%3D&reserved=0






letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Minerva Michael <mminerva@villagefarms.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 8:54 AM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Village Farms Canada, LP
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Good morning Ms. Gorsuch,
 
Attached, please find a letter confirming our full support of the position of Greenhouse Grown
Foods, Inc. and Windset Farms (Canada) Ltd. In opposing the granting of agency designation to MPL
British Columbia Distributions, Inc. 
 
We are of the very strong opinion that granting agency status to MPL will not only disrupt the
orderly marketing that we have enjoyed over so many years in British Columbia, but will also create
havoc with current grower/marketer relationships due to the unethical tactics that MPL has used to
entice growers to market through them, which we have had first hand experience with on several
occasions over many years and as recently as the summer of 2022.  I would be happy to elaborate
more on this if you see fit. 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww2.gov.bc.ca%252fgov%252fcontent%252fgovernments%252forganizational-structure%252fministries-organizations%252fboards-commissions-tribunals%252fbc-farm-industry-review-board%252fregulated-marketing%252fsupervisory-reviews%252f2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval%26c%3DE%2C1%2CIM5kzmlC0W2NPqcgabmX0_lI58KztuA6YBpeRySv5hJBntOQs4Ia5KoR9xz87H15PwriFRiY-9tXzGANYPjL4g5kFGCL9wy_0fOcwJVDH_cw0Bpdn3iiS3FL%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7C02e2706a6776479b83fc08db35d9fd4e%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638162982595444654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5xAKue4UNcLHVKQxQmLZfPZOOjpcmonNsb%2BFKm6m5o0%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca


Please feel free to contact me with any questions that you may have. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 

      
 

good for the earth®

Michael Minerva
Senior Vice President Grower
Relations & Supply Development
 
Village Farms Fresh
90 Colonial Center Parkway
Lake Mary, Florida 32746
O: 407-936-1190 x356
C: 732-371-1524
NASDAQ:  VFF
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April 4, 2023 
 
 
 
BY EMAIL – wanda.gorsuch@gov.bc.ca 
British Columbia Farm Industry Review Board 
1 st Floor 2975 Jutland Road 
Victoria, BC V8T 5J9 
 
Attention: Wanda Gorsuch, Manager, Issues &amp; 
Planning 
Dear Ms. Gorsuch: 
MPL British Columbia Distributions Inc. (MPL BC) Agency Prior Approval Process 
We are a licensed producer under the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act, licensed to grow a 
greenhouse crop. We write today to support the written submissions of Greenhouse Grown 
Foods Inc. (GGFI) and Windset Farms (Canada) Ltd. (Windset) in relation to the prior approval 
agency review process for MPL BC. We support GGFI and Windset’s position in the 
supervisory hearing. We oppose the granting of agency designation to MPL BC. 
 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
 
 
 
Loren Taves,  
Owner of Peppertree Farms Ltd. 
 
CC: firb@gov.bc.ca 
 

PEPPERTREE FARMS LTD. 
 Greenhouse Vegetable Division  



From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Loren Taves"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: Stance regarding MPL application for agency
Date: April 4, 2023 4:09:37 PM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Loren,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Loren Taves <loren@tavesfamilyfarms.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 3:24 PM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Stance regarding MPL application for agency
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:loren@tavesfamilyfarms.com
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca



 
March 27, 2023 File: 44200-35\MPL 


 
DELIVERED BY EMAIL 
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Derek Sturko 
Chair 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
207 – 15252 32nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3Z 0R7 
 


 
 
Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 


 



mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

mailto:firb@gov.bc.ca
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Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  
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c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 
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links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 

 
 
 
LOREN TAVES
Farmer
333 Gladwin Rd, Abbotsford, BC
tf: 1.877.268.2907  office: 604.853.3108
w: tavesfamilyfarms.com  

tavesestatecidery.com
Peppetree Farms Ltd. , South Gladwin Heights Farm Ltd., Applebarn Pumpkin

Farm Ltd. , Taves Estate Cidery Ltd.

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tavesfamilyfarms.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7Cc581db3e8feb4406dd3708db355b4325%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638162438472175227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MITS%2FQv5ceZtanyD%2FYg10NBOHM%2Fe%2B8vOmpNW4eypGOs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftavesestatecidery.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7Cc581db3e8feb4406dd3708db355b4325%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638162438472175227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tA94xuc4M%2FiP0S5UXoNc0jqJDqHxsn4O6t%2BcQiSxp5k%3D&reserved=0




From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Bill Brar"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: Attached letter
Date: April 5, 2023 6:48:01 AM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Bill,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Bill Brar <BillB@cvgrowers.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 9:51 PM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Attached letter
 

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:BillB@cvgrowers.ca
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
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Counsel 
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Vancouver, BC, Canada V6C 3R8 
 


Derek Sturko 
Chair 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
207 – 15252 32nd Ave 
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Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 


 



mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
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Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  
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c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 
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[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Please see attached 

Bill

Begin forwarded message:

From: Lynne Hollingshead <LynneH@cvgrowers.ca>
Date: April 4, 2023 at 4:40:46 PM PDT
To: Bill Brar <BillB@cvgrowers.ca>

﻿
 

mailto:LynneH@cvgrowers.ca
mailto:BillB@cvgrowers.ca






From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Mark Voth"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: Letter of support
Date: April 6, 2023 10:47:11 AM

Mark,
 
Thank you for the corrected letter.
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Mark Voth <mark@meromfarms.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 6, 2023 10:44 AM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Letter of support
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Wanda
There was a typo on the letter that I sent yesterday.  Please disregard yesterdays letter.
Please find the attached letter of support from Global Greenhouse Produce Inc., as well as the letter
of support from Merom Farms Ltd.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:mark@meromfarms.com
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca




From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Jasbir Badhesa"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: Agency Prior Approval Process
Date: April 5, 2023 9:41:43 AM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Jasbir,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Jasbir Badhesa <mtlveg@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 5, 2023 8:13 AM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>; FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Agency Prior Approval Process
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
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Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 
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Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  
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c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 
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Good Morning Ms. Gorsuch,
 
Please see the attached form.
 
Regards,
Sent from Mail for Windows 11
 
Jasbir (JAS) Badhesa
On behalf of PARAMJIT BADHESA
CELL: 604-715-0358
FAX:  604-856-3360
EMAIL: mtlveg@hotmail.com
 
Site A
MT LEHMAN VEGETABLE FARMS INC.
6592 MT EHMAN RD
ABBOTSFORD BC
V4X 2G5
Site B
MT LEHMAN GREENHOUSES LTD.
29092 TOWNSHIPLINE RD
ABBOTSFORD BC
V4X 1S1

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D550986&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7Cbdbe46c9e07445bab2d208db35e83197%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638163044030963869%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DUb4eUcyPL5qsW8BP36KvtLNjQ3ZqywfBRGivCJbtf4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mtlveg@hotmail.com




From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Uppal Farms"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: MPL British Columbia Distributions Inc. (MPL BC) Agency Prior Approval Process
Date: April 5, 2023 2:58:02 PM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Pawanbir,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Uppal Farms <uppal.farms.ltd@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 5, 2023 2:53 PM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: MPL British Columbia Distributions Inc. (MPL BC) Agency Prior Approval Process
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:uppal.farms.ltd@gmail.com
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
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Morgan Camley  
Counsel 
Dentons Canada LLP 
20th Floor, 250 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC, Canada V6C 3R8 
 


Derek Sturko 
Chair 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
207 – 15252 32nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3Z 0R7 
 


 
 
Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 


 



mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

mailto:firb@gov.bc.ca
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Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  
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c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 
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links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Hello,
Please see the attached file regarding MPL BC Agency Approval Process.
 
Thank You,
 
Pawanbir Uppal
 
Uppal Farms & Greenhouses Ltd.
34050 Hallert Road
Abbotsford BC
V3G1P9





From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Minerva Michael"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: Village Farms Canada, LP
Date: April 5, 2023 6:01:35 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Michael
 
Thank you for forwarding the MB Greenhouses, Ltd. letter.
 
Please feel free to provide my previous response to Jarnail.
 
Regards
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Minerva Michael <mminerva@villagefarms.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 5, 2023 3:44 PM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Village Farms Canada, LP
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Hi Wanda,
 
Attached, please find a letter from MB Greenhouses, Ltd. confirming their full support of the
position of Greenhouse Grown Foods, Inc. and Windset Farms (Canada) Ltd. In opposing the granting
of agency designation to MPL British Columbia Distributions, Inc. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions that you may have. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:mminerva@villagefarms.com
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca






      
 

good for the earth®

Michael Minerva
Senior Vice President Grower
Relations & Supply Development
 
Village Farms Fresh
90 Colonial Center Parkway
Lake Mary, Florida 32746
O: 407-936-1190 x356
C: 732-371-1524
NASDAQ:  VFF
 

 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.villagefarmsfresh.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7C6863d7192f734efaf81408db36274bf6%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638163314785836200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y5QWhovBfdxtAwuWRLT%2FyBJX4VCg8EuBniU3hP2cI6E%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fvillagefarmsfresh&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7C6863d7192f734efaf81408db36274bf6%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638163314785836200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xdONxdzuwBQYYp%2FCatEbIT6TZpA8gHV2L3KraW%2B%2BT7c%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fvillagefarmsfresh&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7C6863d7192f734efaf81408db36274bf6%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638163314785836200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mCljwHyuX5Ex8NT7KstZa9gXgzLyrF0mvNJFPG3Je1A%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fvillage-farms-fresh%2Fabout%2F%3FviewAsMember%3Dtrue&data=05%7C01%7Cwanda.gorsuch%40gov.bc.ca%7C6863d7192f734efaf81408db36274bf6%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638163314785836200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uZF3EN2j61oRO3IjL28OxH9VmV%2BTPX8ZXiN8KwalUXA%3D&reserved=0




From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Gordi Toor"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: RE:MBL BC
Date: April 6, 2023 7:09:26 AM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Gordi,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Gordi Toor <humblefarmer2016@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 6, 2023 5:25 AM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>; FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: RE:MBL BC
 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:humblefarmer2016@gmail.com
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
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DELIVERED BY EMAIL 
 
 
Morgan Camley  
Counsel 
Dentons Canada LLP 
20th Floor, 250 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC, Canada V6C 3R8 
 


Derek Sturko 
Chair 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
207 – 15252 32nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3Z 0R7 
 


 
 
Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 


 



mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
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Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  
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c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 
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Hello 
 
Please accept my letter as supporting the movement against MBL BC being a marketing agency in
british columbia 
 
Gordi Toor 
778-552-2432





From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Ray VanMarrewyk"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: MPL Agency hearing
Date: April 6, 2023 9:53:28 AM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Ray,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Ray VanMarrewyk <ray@westcoastvegetables.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 6, 2023 9:23 AM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: MPL Agency hearing
 

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:ray@westcoastvegetables.ca
mailto:Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/regulated-marketing/supervisory-reviews/2022-mpl-bc-agency-prior-approval
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DELIVERED BY EMAIL 
 
 
Morgan Camley  
Counsel 
Dentons Canada LLP 
20th Floor, 250 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC, Canada V6C 3R8 
 


Derek Sturko 
Chair 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
207 – 15252 32nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3Z 0R7 
 


 
 
Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 


 



mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

mailto:firb@gov.bc.ca
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Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  


 
1 Strategic, Accountable, Fair Effective, Transparent, Inclusive 







March 27, 2023 MPL BC panel questions 
Page 3 of 4 
 


c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 


 





		Delivered by email





[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Hi Wanda,
 
Please see the attached letter.
 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask.
 
Thanks
 
Ray
 
 

Ray VanMarrewyk
Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

 
Cellular.       604 505 5191
Email:           ray@westcoastvegetables.ca
Delta, BC, V4K 3N2

 
DISCLAIMER: This email message is intended only for the named recipient(s) above and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If you have received this message in error, or are
not the named recipient(s), please immediately notify the sender and delete this email message.  Any views expressed in this
message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Westcoast Vegetables Ltd.
 

mailto:ray@westcoastvegetables.ca


Okanagan Grown Produce Ltd 

3209 31st Avenue, Vernon, British Columbia V1T 2H2 
Phone: 250-545-0694      E-mail:lillianp@okanagangrown.com 

 
 
 
 
 
April 6, 2023 
 
British Columbia Industry Review Board 
1st Floor 2975 Jutland Road 
Victoria, BC  
V8T 5J9 
 
Attention:  Ms. Wanda Gorsuch 

Manager, Issues and Planning at BC Farm Industry Review Board 
 
Dear Ms. Gorsuch 
 
Via Email: wanda.gorsuch@gov.bc.ca 
  firb@gov.bc.ca 
 
Subject:  MPL British Columbia Distribution Inc. (MPL BC) Agency Prior 

Approval Process 
 
Okanagan Grown Produce Ltd is a designated Agency with the BC Vegetable Marketing 
Commission, under the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act, licensed to grow 
greenhouse vegetables. 
 
We are writing you today to support the written submissions of Greenhouse Grown 
Foods Inc (GGFI) and Windset Farms (Canada) Ltd (Windset) in relation to the prior 
Agency review process for MPL BC. 
 
Okanagan Grown Product Ltd Supports GGFI and Windset’s position in the supervisory 
hearing and opposes the granting of an Agency designation to MPL BC. 
 
 
Yours truly 
 

 
 
Lillian Posch 
General Manager 
Okanagan Grown Produce Ltd 

mailto:wanda.gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
mailto:firb@gov.bc.ca


From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "lillianp@okanagangrown.com"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE: Okanagan Grown Produce Ltd Letter regarding MPL British Columbia Distribution Inc. (MPL BC) Agency Prior

Approval Process
Date: April 6, 2023 10:58:37 AM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Hi Lillian,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: lillianp@okanagangrown.com <lillianp@okanagangrown.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 6, 2023 10:37 AM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: FIRB AF:EX <FIRB@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Okanagan Grown Produce Ltd Letter regarding MPL British Columbia Distribution Inc. (MPL
BC) Agency Prior Approval Process
 

mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
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DELIVERED BY EMAIL 
 
 
Morgan Camley  
Counsel 
Dentons Canada LLP 
20th Floor, 250 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC, Canada V6C 3R8 
 


Derek Sturko 
Chair 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
207 – 15252 32nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3Z 0R7 
 


 
 
Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 


 



mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
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Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  
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c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 


 





		Delivered by email





[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or
links that you are expecting from a known sender.
 
Hi Wanda
 
I have attached a letter to support written submissions by GGFI and Windset Farms
regarding MPL British Columbia Distribution Inc. (MPL BC) Agency Prior Approval
Process.
 
Thank you
Lillian





From: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX
To: "Bram Moerman"
Cc: Lafontaine, Justine AF:EX
Subject: RE:
Date: April 6, 2023 2:28:33 PM
Attachments: 2023 Mar 27 Panel questions on MPL BC Agency Designation Prior Approval.pdf

Hi Bram,
 
Thank you for your letter.   
 
It will be posted on our MPL BC Prior Approval supervisory review web page shortly as part of
BCFIRB’s transparent review process.
 
BCFIRB is asking for written input on several questions by April 7, 2023. Please see the attached
letter for the questions and how to make your submission.  
 
I encourage you to respond to the attached questions as BCFIRB is not considering unsolicited input
as part of its review process.
 
To receive notice when the MPL BC Prior Approval Review web page is updated, you can subscribe
here.
 
If you have questions regarding BCFIRB’s supervisory review process, please contact Justine
Lafontaine, Policy Analyst, at Justine.Lafontaine@gov.bc.ca or 250-419-8676
 
Regards,
Wanda
 
 
Wanda Gorsuch, BSc, MA,
 
Manager, Issues and Planning
BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB)
Cell: 250-920-8012
**NEW Tel: 778.974.5790
Email: Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

**This email message, including attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain legally
privileged information.  Any unauthorized use, distribution, disclosure, or reproduction is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error please notify sender by return email and delete all copies.*
 

From: Bram Moerman <bram@sunnysideproduce.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 6, 2023 12:05 PM
To: Gorsuch, Wanda AF:EX <Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: firb.@gov.bc.ca
Subject:
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Morgan Camley  
Counsel 
Dentons Canada LLP 
20th Floor, 250 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC, Canada V6C 3R8 
 


Derek Sturko 
Chair 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
207 – 15252 32nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3Z 0R7 
 


 
 
Dear Ms. Camley and Mr. Sturko: 
 
MPL BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTORS INC. (MPL BC) AGENCY PRIOR 
APPROVAL PROCESS – PANEL QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
As per the March 8, 2023 “Final Terms of Reference Prior Approval Application: MPL 
British Columbia Distributors Inc. Agency Designation”, eligible participants are invited 
to provide written submissions and any supporting documents on the following 
questions.  


These questions are intended to assist BCFIRB in preparing for the upcoming oral 
supervisory hearing, including understanding what the issues are and any deficiencies 
in the Commission’s agency designation process and the information that it considered.  


Eligible participants must serve all other eligible participants with their documents at the 
same time they file them with BCFIRB unless they require a non-disclosure order 
pursuant to BCFIRB’s May 2020 “Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality in BCFIRB 
Supervisory Processes and Reviews” Practice Directive. Please be advised that all 
written submissions and documents will be posted to the BCFIRB web site unless 
BCFIRB has granted a non-disclosure order. 


Submissions are due by April 7, 2023. 


Final reply from MPL BC and the BC Vegetable Marketing Commission (Commission) 
due by April 18, 2023. 


Please send your submissions and any documents to Wanda Gorsuch, Manager Issues 
& Planning at Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca, cc firb@gov.bc.ca 


 



mailto:Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca

mailto:firb@gov.bc.ca





March 27, 2023 MPL BC panel questions 
Page 2 of 4 
 
Questions for all eligible participants 


As the purpose of these questions is to assist the panel in understanding the issues in 
advance of the oral hearing, and given that participants will be able to expand on their 
positions in that process, BCFIRB anticipates that these responses do not need to be 
lengthy.  To promote efficiency and order in this supervisory process, BCFIRB will be 
imposing page limits for submissions received. Here, 30-40 pages (excluding 
Appendices) should be ample to respond to the following questions.  


1. Did the Commission conduct a SAFETI-based1 process in reaching its 
recommendation on MPL BC’s agency designation?  


a. If not, identify any defects in the Commission’s process and,  


b. Identify what steps this panel could take to remedy any process defects? 


2. Is there any information that was put before the Commission that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what information was not considered, and why should it be 
considered in this supervisory process? 


3. Is there any relevant information that the Commission did not have before it in 
reaching its recommendation on MPL’s agency designation? 


a. If yes, what information was not considered and, 


b. Why was this information not provided to the Commission in the first 
instance?  


4. Are there any public interest or sound marketing policy arguments that the 
Commission did not consider in making its decision?  


a. If yes, what arguments were not considered and why should they be? 


 


Questions for the Commission 


1. Please provide an overview of the regulated BC greenhouse sector, including: 


a. Percentage of BC greenhouse market served by BC agencies 


b. How much volume of regulated greenhouse product sold in BC is imported 
by BC agencies  
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c. Other market areas served by BC agencies (interprovincial and export) 


d. Greenhouse agencies  


e. Area and percentage of Production Allocation by crop  


f. Number and identity of producers shipping to each agency 


2. What information did the Commission rely on to determine that MPL BCs’ market 
presence as an agency will result in an incremental growth in grower collective 
returns versus loss of market share of established agencies? 


3. Did the Commission identify any deficiencies in MPL’s application based on Part 
XIV - Procedures For Designation of Agencies of the Commission’s General 
Orders? if so, what were the deficiencies? 


4. What information did the Commission rely on to support market penetration 
opportunities for BC producers should MPL BC be designated as an agency?  


5. Given the BC agencies’ existing quote sheet pricing system for regulated 
greenhouse products, what implications – if any - does the Commission feel MPL 
BC’s proposed fixed price contracts will have on BC producers and the industry? 


MPL BC Reporting Requirements 


In its December 22, 2020 Decision2, BCFIRB directed the Commission to develop and 
implement a rules-based agency compliance reporting template. BCFIRB also 
recommended that:  


the framework content should be based on agencies demonstrating compliance with 
Commission-required agency functions, including related information provision, as per 
the General Orders. Agency functions include, but are not limited to: 


i. Planning for and meeting market demands; 
ii. Identifying, developing and expanding markets; 
iii. Managing shared producer market access; 
iv. Ensuring fair returns for producers; 
v. Contributing to new producer entry; 
vi. Contributing to orderly marketing.  


1. How should MPL BC be reporting on the criteria above, in order to be 
accountable for compliance and good behavior to the Commission and BCFIRB?  


2. What, if any other, reporting criteria should MPL BC comply with?  


 
2 2020, December 22, BCFIRB, In the matter of the Natural Products Marketing (BC) Act and the 2019-20 
Vegetable Review. 
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a. What is a suitable timeline for reporting?  


3. How will the Commission integrate MPL BC's reporting requirements with its 
agency accountability framework?  


 
 
Regards, 
 


 
Pawan Joshi 
Panel Chair 
 


cc: Robert Hrabinsky, Legal Counsel, BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 Craig Ferris, K.C., Legal Counsel, Greenhouse Grown/Windset 
 Agency Applicants and Storage crop Agency Managers  


Greenhouse Agency Managers 
 Storage crop/Greenhouse Managers 
Storage crop Producers 
Greenhouse Producers 
Processing Producers 
Wholesalers 
Processors 
BCFIRB web site 
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