
   

GRADE 8 READING:  Additional Tasks/Samples 
 
Reading Literature:  4 tasks 
Reading Information: 6 tasks 
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Grade 8 Reading Literature: Additional Sample 1 
“The Water of Life” by Kay Stone 
 

 

Context 
 

Students in this class had been working on writing expository essays.  They applied their thesis 
writing skills in this reading assignment. 
 
Process 
 

The teacher asked the students, “What is a folktale?” and the class developed a list of elements of 
folktales. 

 

The teacher provided a mini-lesson on how characters are developed/revealed in a story, i.e., 
through: 

• what they say, 

• what they do, and how they react to the actions of others, 

• narrated descriptions, 

• what other characters say, 

• how other characters react to them. 

 

Students were asked to compare and contrast the two main characters in the folktale by: 

1. making a web or Venn diagram showing the traits of the characters, 

2. writing a paragraph about the characters that begins with a thesis statement about the 
characters, e.g., “They are similar in these ways…”, “They are different in these ways…”, 
“They are different in many ways but similar in a very important way…”, or “The author 
does a good job of developing the characters…” 

 

Students worked independently, completing a rough draft of their work in class, and producing a 
good copy for homework. 
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Not Yet Within Expectations   
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student inferences about character are simple and concrete. 

 

• describes the main characters in general terms 

• makes some simple inferences about characters’ motivations and feelings 
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level) 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������
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�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

 

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student accurately describes more obvious character traits. 

 

• accurately describes characters 

• makes simple inferences about characters 
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Fully Meets Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����
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� � � ������������
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� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student has a thorough understanding of the characters, and shows some awareness of how the 
author revealed the characters. 

 

• accurately describes characters, and their relationships, using specific information from the 
selection 

• makes inferences that show some insight into characters; provides specific evidence to support 
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Exceeds Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student shows insight into the characters in the folktale, and also into the role of 
characterization in cultural stories like folktales. 

 

• accurately and thoroughly describes characters, and their relationships, often including subtle 
features 

• makes insightful, often subtle, inferences about characters, providing insightful evidence from 
the selection 
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Grade 8 Reading Literature: Additional Sample 2 
“Guess What?  I Almost Kissed My Father Goodnight” by Robert Cormier 
 

 

Context 
 

Students in this class were often asked to do assignments that integrate reading and various genres 
of writing. 
 
Process 
 

Students were asked to read “Guess What?  I Almost Kissed My Father Goodnight” and complete a 
five part assignment: 

1. In three to five sentences, tell what happens in the story. 

2. Explain how Mike’s view or mental picture of his father changes over the story.  What does 
her learn?  How does he learn it? 

3. “Even fathers are people.”  What does Mike mean by these words?  Give an example from 
your own life that supports this statement. (It can be about either of your own parents, or 
someone else’s parent.) 

4. Write a letter to Mike.  Talk to him about his relationship with his father and compare it to 
your relationship with your parent(s).  Do you have any questions for Mike?  Do you have 
any suggestions for Mike?  Be detailed and thorough to show how much of the story you 
understood. 

5. Write a journal entry about a time when you either realized your parents were real, live, 
flawed human beings, or had a moment when you understood or sympathized with your 
parent(s). 

 

Only #4, the letter to Mike, is included in the samples which follow. 
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level) 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

 

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student clearly understands the basic aspects of the story but makes few personal connections. 

 

• makes simple inferences about characters and story events; provides some supporting evidence 

• offers logical interpretations of obvious themes 

• offers reactions and opinions with minimal support 
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Fully Meets Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student makes inferences about story events and characters, and addresses those in the letter to 
Mike. 

 

• makes inferences that show some insight into characters and story events 

• makes clear and logical connections to own ideas, beliefs, experiences, and feelings 

• offers straightforward reactions and opinions 
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Grade 8 Reading Literature: Additional Sample 3 
The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 

 

Context 
 

This task was part of a novel study on The Giver by Lois Lowry. 
 
Process 
 

Students were asked to write a question and answer interview with Jonas, the main character in the 
novel, The Giver, to show their understanding of his character.  After a class discussion on the types 
of questions that might reveal character, students worked independently. 
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Not Yet Within Expectations   
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student had difficulty choosing questions that would reveal aspects of Jonas’s character. 

 

• makes some logical predictions 

• makes some simple inferences about character’s motivations and feelings 
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level) 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

 

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student concentrates on Jonas’s feelings towards other characters and story events. 

 

• accurately describes some key features of the character 

• makes simple inferences about characters; provides some supporting evidence 
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Fully Meets Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student develops questions that deal with feelings and relationships, including some that are 
inferential. 

 

• accurately describes characters and his relationships, using specific information from the 
selection 

• makes inferences that show some insight into the character; provides specific evidence as 
support 
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Exceeds Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student developed a set of questions that brings out all or most aspect of Jonas’s character, 
including some subtle features. 

 

• accurately and thoroughly describes the character, and his relationships; often including subtle 
features 

• makes insightful, often subtle, inferences about characters; provides convincing evidence from 
the selection as support 
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Grade 8 Reading Literature: Additional Sample 4 
“There’s an Alien on the Internet” by Joanne Peterson 
 

 

Context 
 

This class had read a number of selections, both literary and informational, on the theme of 
prejudice and racism. 
 
Process 
 

Students answered three questions as a pre-reading activity: 

1. What can you predict about the story from the title? 

2. How do you feel about teasing? 

3. How would you feel about moving? Changing schools? 

 

Students read the short story independently, then answered the following comprehension and 
response questions: 

1. Briefly describe the events in the story. 

2. What does Andy find out about Joey? 

3. Why didn’t Joey send a picture? 

4. Does Andy’s opinion of Joey change? 

5. How do you feel about being different?  What can prejudice and racism lead to? 
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)   
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the story and is generally accurate.  Some 
reactions and opinions are unsupported by reasons or examples. 

 

• accurately describes key features of the main events and conflict in own words 

• makes logical predictions about events 

• makes simple inferences about characters; provides some supporting evidence 

• offers reactions and opinions with minimal support 
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Fully Meets Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

 

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student shows a thorough understanding of the story, and provides supporting evidence for 
inferences, reactions, and opinions. 

 

• accurately describes characters and events, and their relationships, using specific information 
from the selection 

• makes logical predictions 

• makes inferences that show some insight into characters and story events; provides specific 
evidence to support 

• makes clear and logical connections to own ideas, experiences, and feelings; show some insight 
in connecting to similar issues and experiences 

• offers straightforward reactions and opinions supported by reasons and examples 

 

 
 

 



  

 

34 

 

 
 



  

 

35 

 

 
 



  

 

36 

 

 
 



  

 

37 

 

 



  

 

38 

Grade 8 Reading for Information: Additional Sample 1 
Newspaper article “Clearing Riel Unwise” 
 

Context 
The teacher noticed that many students in this class had difficulty dealing with challenging 
informational text, and decided to provide some direct instruction on strategies for reading for 
information. 
 
Process 
Students were asked to read a newspaper article “Clearing Riel Unwise,” and answer questions.  
Students were given instruction and several supporting resources on strategies they might consider 
using before reading this selection: 

Strategy 1: Define the following words:  alienation, caucus, controversial, exonerate, precedent, 
proponents 

Strategy 2: Complete a KNOW-WONDER-LEARN chart (provided).  In the first column, 
“What we know”, write everything you know about Louis Riel.  In the second column, “What we 
wonder”, write everything you want to know about the topic of Louis Riel (a minimum of two 
questions).  After you have read the article, fill out the third column, “What we learned”. 

Strategy 3: Look at the title, “Clearing Riel Unwise”.  Discuss what you think the title means. 

Strategy 4: In point form, answer the following Self Monitoring Questions while reading the 
article: 

• What does the title suggest? 
• What purposes does the introductory paragraph serve? 
• What is the author trying to say here? 
• What sentence or paragraph best illustrates what the author is trying to say? 
• What words are repeated? What words are synonyms? 
• What words guide me through this text? 
• Are images created?  If so, for what purpose? 
• Is there evidence of irony? Is there evidence of bias? 
• What conclusions did the author make? Do I agree with these conclusions? 
• Should I consider further investigation of this topic? 
• Prepare several true of false questions based on the text. 

Students were encouraged to make thoughtful decisions about whether they needed to use some, all, 
or none of the strategies.  If students used any of the suggested strategies, they were asked to rate 
the effectiveness of each on a scale of 1 to 5, and explain how the strategies did or did not help them 
understand the article.  If students reported that there were words in the article they did not 
understand, they were asked to explain how they attempted to figure out the meaning. 

Students were required to answer two questions about the article: 

1. In either note form or paragraph form, summarize the main points of the article.  Provide 
evidence from the text to support your ideas. 

2. In your opinion, do you think it is a good idea to clear Riel?  Explain your answer in a 
paragraph. 
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Not Yet Within Expectations   
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student used strategies 1, 2 and 4, defining key words, the K-W-L chart, and self monitoring 
questions, but still did not understand the main ideas in the selection, and was unable to complete 
the task.  The student will need opportunities to practice strategies on less difficult informational 
text. 

 

• checks for understanding but has a limited repertoire of comprehension strategies; quickly 
frustrated by challenging material; gives up 

• identifies one main idea 

• notes incomplete 

• offers no reaction 

 



  

 

40 

 

 
 



   

 

41 

 

 
 



  

 

42 

 

 
 



  

 

43 

 

 
 



  

 

44 

 

 



  

 

45 

Meets Expectations (Minimal Level) 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

 

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student chose not to use any of the suggested strategies (and reports never using any of them ), 
although reports using context clues to figure out unfamiliar words.  The student demonstrated a 
basic understanding of the main ideas in the article. 

 

• relies on context clues to figure out unfamiliar words 

• identifies most main ideas; has difficulty restating them in own words 

• includes too little information 

• offers simple reaction or judgements 
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Fully Meets Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student used all four suggested strategies and rated all quite highly.  The student demonstrates a 
good understanding of the article. 

 

• checks for understanding and adjusts comprehension strategies to deal with most problems 

• uses classroom resources to figure out unfamiliar words 

• accurately restates main ideas in own words 

• locates specific relevant details to respond to questions 

• makes accurate, detailed notes 

• makes some inferences and interpretations supported by specific evidence from the text 

• offers simple judgements or evaluations and offers some reasons 
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Exceeds Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student did parts of all four strategy assignments but reported that only defining key words had 
helped him understand the article.  The student demonstrated a thorough understanding of the 
selection. 

 

• checks for understanding; independently selects and adjusts strategies; re-reads 

• draws on wide vocabulary; figures out unfamiliar words independently using a variety of 
strategies 

• accurately restates main ideas in own words; can explain connections 

• locates specific relevant details; uses quotations 

• makes logical inferences and interpretations supported by specific evidence from the text 

• makes logical judgments or evaluations based on prior knowledge; provides reasons 
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Grade 8 Reading for Information: Additional Sample 2 
Media portrayal of teenagers 
 

 

Context 
 

This assignment was part of a unit on Media Literacy. 
 
Process 
 

Students were asked to find a newspaper article that provided information about teenagers in 
today’s society, e.g., on topics such as academic achievement, family relationships, peer 
relationships, self-image, schools and education, juvenile delinquency, teen suicide, and youth 
unemployment.  Students were asked to write an analysis of the media portrayal of teenagers in 
their chosen article.  The analysis was to include: 

• a summary of the major points in the article 

• an analysis of the position taken by the author or editor 

• an identification of the main points that support or refute that position 

• a discussion of the quality and accuracy of the article.  Was the evidence convincing?  What 
facts, if any, do you feel would need more research before you would believe them?  Were 
alternative positions or explanations considered? 

• A concluding comment about how ell the public was informed by the article. 
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Not Yet Within Expectations   
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student understands some of the main points in the article but does not offer any analysis. 

 

• identifies some main ideas; had difficulty distinguishing between main ideas and supporting 
details 

• locates some relevant supporting details; omits important information 

• notes are incomplete 

• offers simple reactions of judgements; vague and unsupported 
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level) 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

 

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student understands the main points in the article but the analysis is simplistic. 

 

• identifies most ideas; has difficulty restating them in own words 

• locates some specific details to respond to the task 

• makes notes; includes too much information 

• makes some simple inferences and interpretations 

• offers simple reactions or judgments; able to give some reasons 

 

 
 



  69 

 

69 

 

 
 



  70 

 

70 

 

 
 



  71 

 

71 

 

 



  72 

 

72 

Fully Meets Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student understood the article and was able to offer logical opinions about it. 

 

• accurately restates main ideas in own words; explains connections between them 

• locates specific, relevant details to respond to the task 

• makes some inferences or interpretations supported by specific evidence from the text 

• makes some logical connections between new information and prior knowledge 

• offers simple judgements and offers some reasons 
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Exceeds Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
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� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student provides a detailed analysis supported by evidence from the selection. 

 

• accurately restates main ideas in own words; explains connections; attempts to synthesize 
information 

• locates specific, relevant details as needed 

• makes logical inferences and interpretations supported by specific evidence from the text 

• makes thoughtful and insightful connections between new information and prior knowledge 

• makes and explains logical judgments and evaluations based on prior knowledge; provides 
reasons and examples 
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Grade 8 Reading for Information: Additional Sample 3 
“Doublespeak” by William Lutz 
 

 

Context 
 

This assignment was part of a unit on Media Literacy. 
 
Process 
 

Students read “Doublespeak” by William Lutz independently.  Students were then instructed to 
invent a product and design an advertisement for it that both “puffed” the product and used “weasel 
words”, two of the techniques described in the article. 
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� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����
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� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

 

Teacher’s Observations 
 

This advertisement incorporates many “weasel words” but no “puffing” of the product. 

 

• identifies most ideas 

• locates some specific details to respond to the task 

• makes simple interpretations 
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Fully Meets Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

This advertisement incorporates both “weasel words” and “puffing” of the product, demonstrating a 
good understanding of the techniques described in the article. 

 

• accurately restates ideas in own words 

• locates specific, relevant details to respond to task 

• makes interpretation supported by the text 
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Grade 8 Reading for Information: Additional Sample 4 
“A Mysterious Contraption” by Amelie Welden 
 

 

Context 
 

The teacher designed several mini-lessons to help students become more aware of the strategies 
authors use to engage readers. 
 
Process 
 

Students independently read “A Mysterious Contraption”, a profile of Irene Curie (daughter of 
Marie Curie), and completed the following tasks: 

1. List some of Irene’s scientific accomplishments during the 1920’s and 1930’s. 

2. Read the first two paragraphs of the selection.  The author has used an anecdote (an interesting 
event or incident) to introduce us to the main character in a way that holds our attention and has 
impact.  Re-read the selection and choose another incident that the author could have used to 
develop an alternate anecdote.  Use this incident to write an alternate opening anecdote for the 
selection. 
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Not Yet Within Expectations   
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student was able to list some main ideas about Irene Curie’s accomplishments, but the 
“anecdote” is simply a list of restated facts. 

 

• identifies some main ideas 

• notes are incomplete 

• offers no reaction 
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level) 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

 

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student attempts an anecdote, although it relates feelings and events rather then re-telling an 
incident. 

• identifies most ideas; has difficulty restating them in own words 

• locates some specific details to respond to task 

• notes include too little information 

• makes some simple inferences 

• makes simple, obvious comparisons of new information with prior knowledge 
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Fully Meets Expectations 
� �������� ������ 	
���� ��
�����

��������� � � � �

� � � ������������

� � � �

� � � �
�������������

� � � �

� � � ����������

    

Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student successfully converts another incident into an alternate opening anecdote. 

 

• accurately restates main ideas in own words 

• locates specific, relevant details to respond to the task 

• makes accurate, detailed notes that reflect the main ideas 

• makes some logical connection between new information and prior knowledge 

 

 

Transcript : 
 

A Mysterious Contraption 

 

1. Irene’s scientific accomplishments: 

- the x-ray machine (her and her mother made it) 

- received her doctoral degree for her studies of alpha particles 

- groundbreaking experiments 

- wrote hundreds of report 

- created artificial radioactivity 

- discovered nuclear fusion 

 

2. Opening anecdote 

a) this technique is good, and I wanted to find out more. The beginning  sort of 
captured me. 
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 b) The  crowd watched in silence as the body of Marie  Curie was lead down the 
path to her grave. One person on particular was greeving the loss of this 
woman, it was her daughter, Irene.  Irene didn’t know that one day she’d be just 
as famous as her mother was. 

 
The crowd watched in silence as the body of Marie Curie was carried down the 
rough gravel path. Irene Curie, Marie’s daughter was greeving her mother’s loss 
more than the rest. Little did she know she’d one day be more famous than her 
mom. 
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Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student organizes notes by date, and does an excellent synthesis of the information in the 
selection to write a new opening anecdote. 

 

• accurately restates main ideas in own words; attempts to synthesize information 

• locates specific, relevant details as needed 

• makes accurate and detailed notes, using effective headings 

• makes logical inferences and interpretations 

• makes thoughtful and insightful connections between new information and prior knowledge 

 

 

 

Transcript: 
 

A Mysterious Contraption 
 

 

1. a)     List some of Irene’s scientific accomplishments during the 1920s and 1930s 

 

1925 – received her doctoral degree for her studies of alpha particles 

1934 – with her husband, Frederic, they began experimenting with polonium and  

            aluminum which led to the discovery of creating artificial radioactivity. 

1935 – win Nobel Prize for discovery mentioned above 

1936 – As the newly appointed Under Secretary of State for Scientific Research, she was 

            the first woman cabinet minister in France. 

1938 – another earth shattering experiment where results led to the discovery of nuclear 

            fission. 
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2. Write Opening Anecdote 

 

The technique is very effective as it hooks you and makes you want to read more. 

---------------------------------- 

----------- 

 

The technique personalizes the section because this is how I feel about it. This is a feeling 
needed to write a whole paragraph a subject. It makes it more pleasing to read because 
now you understand it and it’s in your own words. 

 

---------------------------------- 

---------- 

 

Irene sat in a busy hospital waiting room, waiting to hear her fate. Her white knuckles 
clenched the chair and her face was pale yet flushed at the same time. She had grown up 
around hospitals but she had always been the doctor, not the patient. 

 

   CREAK the door sweaked as the grim faced doctor came in.  

 

   ‘The door needs oiling’ Irene thought absently. 

    She turned back to the doctor peering at him with some faint trace of false hope. Then        
the doctor said it. He said those dreaded words! She has suspected all along, especially 
when bruises started appearing for no reason, but when he confirmed that she had 
leukemia, the world around her crashed. The beginning of the end had begun. 
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Grade 8 Reading for Information: Additional Sample 5 
Researching mythological gods and goddesses 
 

 

Context 
 

The class was studying a unit on Mythology. 
 
Process 
 

Students were asked to research one god or goddess from the many they had encountered in the 
myths they had read.  Students were to choose independently a source or sources of information, 
and to identify the source.  Students were given five questions that served as headings for note-
taking: 

• Who is he/she? 

• What did he/she do? 

• When did it happen? 

• Is he/she related to any other gods/goddesses? 

• Are there any other important facts? 

 

As the students read their research materials, the teacher circulated throughout the classroom and 
observed their reading strategies. 
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Teacher’s Observations 
 

The notes are generally accurate although a category is omitted. 

 

• uses text features (e.g., headings) to locate information 

• relies on word structure and classroom resources to figure out unfamiliar words 

• identifies most ideas; has difficulty restating them in own words 

• makes notes using headings; includes too little information 
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Teacher’s Observations 
 

The notes are accurate and complete, providing specific information as required. 

 

• uses text features (e.g., headings) to preview and locate information 

• uses context clues and classroom resources to figure our unfamiliar words 

• accurately restates main ideas in own words 

• locates specific, relevant details to respond to the task 

• makes accurate, detailed notes using headings 
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Grade 8 Reading for Information: Additional Sample 6 
Personal Safety  
 

 

Context 
 

This assignment was from a CAPP 8 class that was working on personal safety outcomes. 
 
Process 
 

After a general class discussion about bullying, the students were asked to read information on 
bullying provided by the teacher, and to answer a number of questions.  Most of the questions 
checked their comprehension of the information in the selection, but the last two questions asked 
them to react to the information, and offer their own views. 
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Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student required support to complete the questions.  The personal response is very limited. 

 

• identifies some main ideas; has difficulty distinguishing between main ideas and supporting 
details 

• locates some relevant supporting  details; omits important information 

• needs specific directions to make simple interpretations; illogical 

• offers simple reactions and judgments; vague and unsupported 
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Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student demonstrates a basic understanding of the material; work is generally accurate although 
lacking in detail 

 

• identifies most ideas; has difficulty restating them in own words 

• locates some specific details to respond to questions 

• makes simple inferences and interpretations; provides some evidence from the text 

• offers simple reactions and judgments; able to give some reasons 
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Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of the material . 

 

• accurately  restates main ideas in own words 

• locates specific, relevant details to respond to questions 

• makes some general inferences or interpretations supported by specific evidence from the text 

• offers simple judgments and evaluations and offers some reasons. 
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Teacher’s Observations 
 

The student’s answers are thorough, providing well-chosen details.  There is some insight in the 
responses. 

 

• accurately restates ideas in own words; can explain connections 

• locates specific, relevant details as needed 

• makes logical inferences and interpretations supported by specific evidence from the text 

• makes thoughtful and insightful connections between new information and prior knowledge 

• makes and explains logical judgments and evaluations based on prior knowledge; provides 
reasons and examples 
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