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1. Policy Rationale & Purpose:

The EMA Licensing Board’s primary mandate is to ensure that Emergency Medical Assistants (EMAs)
are safe to practice in British Columbia.

This policy brings the age requirements of licensing in line with section 3.15 of the WorkSafe BC
Occupational First Aid Regulation which allows junior first aid attendants to practice while under the
direct supervision of fully qualified attendants 19 years or older.

Policy Scope
This policy applies to all applicants applying for an EMA licence in British Columbia.

Policy Statement:
This policy sets minimum age requirements and related terms and conditions for EMAs licensed by
the EMA Licensing Board.

Minimum age requirements and related conditions are as follows:
e The minimum age for licensing in all licence categories is 16 years old.
e All new registrants who are 16, 17 or 18 years old must have a Direct Supervision Term and
Condition on their licence.
e Upon turning 19 years old, registrants will have the Direct Supervision Term and Condition
removed from their licence.

The Direct Supervision Term and Condition sets that a registrant is to be supervised by an EMA of
the same category or higher at all times while practising as an EMA and the registrant may not be
responsible for patient assessment or treatment plans. Supervisors may only supervise skills for
which they are licensed to perform without restriction.

Legal Authority:

Emergency Health Service Act Section 6(5)(a)

Emergency Medical Assistants Regulation Section 2(ii)
Emergency Medical Assistants Regulation Section 3(3)(a) and (b)

Page 1 of 3


mailto:getalicence@gov.bc.ca
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96182_01#section6
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/210_2010#section2
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/210_2010#section3

1. Key Stakeholders:
e Applicants for an EMA Licence
e First Responder departments with junior fire fighter programs

Reviewed by the EMA Licensing Board on: July 17, 2013
Approved (director name & signature): N/A
Date approved: July 17, 2013

Drafted by: Chris Bennett
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