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- 8.2 Appendix 2 Visual Landscape Analysis Worksheet
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COLL'MB[A gl oreitt;y ' Vancouver Regilonal Office M E M O R A N D U M
File: 16200-00 |

June 6, 1997

To:  John Crooks
Recreation Specialist
Squamish Forest District

From: Cam Campbell
A/Regional Landscape Specialist
Vancouver Forest Region

Re: Identifying “Known”Scenic Areas in TFL 38
John:

I have reviewed the “Managing Scenic Values in TFL 38 Consistent with Forest Practices Code
Impact Objectives” (prepared by Resource Design Inc.) document and the Scenic Areas proposal

submitted by Laszlo Kardos of Interfor. I offer the following comments and recommendations for
your consideration’,

The Strategy Document

The Strategy document prepared by RDI consists of two parts:

1.) A review of the current Visual Landscape Inventory, that identifies where VQO’s may be
amended to less restrictive regimes in each of the 5 Landscape Managemient Units (LMU’s).

2.) Proposed management strategies that could be employed to reduce adjacency constraints in
Scenic Areas.

I generally concur with the approach of the strategy, am supportive of the direction it provides
and believe it consistent with the Crowns economic and social objectives regarding visual
resources and the objectives of the Forest Practices Code Timber Supply Analysis report.

One notable error is that “Scenic Value” (as used to assist in determining the overall “Scenic
Value of Scenic Areas?) is incorrectly equated with visual sensitivity. “Scenic Value” as used in
the addendum 1 of the RRFPB Strategy document was not intended to equate to either the VSC

! Note: All comments are framed in terms of the LMU’s defined in the RDI document.

* Page 9 of the Managing Scenic Values in TFL 38 Consistent with Forest Practices Code Impact Objectives)
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of new or VSR of old. Rather, the term was used to reflect the general importance , beauty,
sensitivity etc. of an area or travel corridor. The intent was to be able to zone a TFL / Forest
District into areas where the potential exists to make adjustments to VQO’s, extent of Scenic
Area etc. as vs. no potential to make adjustments. The process was not designed to address
Visual Landscape Inventories on a polygon by polygon basis. As a result, RDI’s assessments of

Scenic Value may not accurately acknowledge the influence of current and proposed use and level
of concern for the area.

The TFL 38 Recreation Analysis and Management Strategy highlights the fact that the TFL “lay
at the doorstep of the lower mainland population” and that by the year 2030 an estimated 190,000
people per year could be visiting the TFL if current trends in recreation use continue. This,
combined with the fact that the area has been earmarked by advocacy organisations for attention
suggests the corridor (particularly the Upper and Lower Elaho LMU’s, as evidenced by the two
recent road blockades) could be considered as having a moderate level of concern / scenic value
rather than RDI’s assessment of low scenic value.

No recommendations are offered by RDI as to which Scenic Areas should or should not be
managed as “known” on a basis of “scenic value”. In the document, RDI assumes all “known”
Scenic Areas in the TFL currently managed would continue to be managed for visual values. The
primary emphasis of the strategy was upon identifying where less restrictive visual management
regimes could occur within these areas. Less restrictive management was considered possible
because of improved forest practices (design planning) and opportunities inherent in the landscape
structure. Particularly commendable is the recommendation to conduct “integrated visual design
planning” in the Squamish LMU.

Given the strategy’s emphasis on design and design planning as a means for striking a balance
between fibre flow and maintenance of visual quality, I concur with most of the recommendations
and suggested actions and am prepared to support the recommended shifts in VQO by LMU as
presented on p. 21. The proposed amendments to Scenic Areas management and the strategjes
for reducing adjacency constraints should enhance fibre flow from these areas while maintaining a
minimal level of landscape management.

The Interfor Scenic Areas Proposal

Following are comments specific to Interfor’s Scenic Areas proposal. Please note that while the
following expresses my opinions and recommendation, ultimately, it is a District decision about
which areas merit management as “known” Scenic Areas in the TFL .

Using the RDI strategy document as a rationale, Interfor proposes a Scenic Areas management
regime that deviates significantly from past practice. Where in the past all Scenic Areas haw{e been
managed, Interfor is proposing to only manage two specific portions of their landbase for visual
values.

Interfor proposes that portions of the Ashlu and Upper Squamish VLMU's and portions of the_
Elaho / Squamish corridor no longer be considered as “known” Scenic Areas. Only two areas in
the TFL, the first adjacent to the Clendenning Protected area in the Upper Elaho LMU (Scenic
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Area 2), the second, an area adjacent to the Squamish River (Scenic Area 1), would be managed
as “known” Scenic Areas. Within proposed Scenic Areas 1 and 2, the current VQO’s would, for
the most part, shift to less restrictive regimes (typically PR to M). Emphasis would be placed on
design planning in the Scenic Areas; particular emphasis being placed on the Squamish LMU
where an integrated visual design plan is proposed.

® Comments Respecting the Fxclusion of Portions of the Squamish and Ashlu IMU’s From
Management

Given my review of the RDI Strategy document, discussions with Jacques Marc, Senior Visual
Resource Specialist and discussions with Andre Germain, yourself and Laszlo Kardos of Interfor,
I accept the notion that managing all Scenic Areas within the TFL may not be appropriate. In
light of the Chief Foresters Code Impact objectives, the Ministers policy regarding social and
economic objectives respecting visual management and the background information provided in

the RDI document, I concur with the proposal not to manage portions of the Ashlu and Squamish
LMU’s,

W Comments Respecting the Exclusion of Portions of the Upper and Lower Elaho from
Management '

With regard to excluding portions of the upper and lower Elaho LMU’s from management, I have
the following comments.

As above, it is my opinion the corridor is better characterised as having moderate “scenic value”
on a basis of level of concem and current and future use. The Recreation Analysis for the TFL
suggests that tourism and recreational use are expected to continue to grow in the Corridor. The
corridor currently provides access to the Clendenning Protected Area and will, at some point in
time, be the trailhead for a linkage between the Elaho and Meagher drainage’s. In addition to
independent recreational uses, the corridor is also used by commercial interests. To maintain the
quality of the recreational experience for all interests, it is my opinion that a minimal level of
visual management is required along the entire length of the major route of travel between the

Southern TFL boundary and the headwaters of the Elaho. As such, for TFL 38 I recommend
that:

¢ The Upper and Lower Elaho LMU’s and portions of the Squamish LMU be considered
“known” Scenic Areas. (In addition to the VLU’s included in proposed Scenic Areas | and 2
VLU’s 201, 203, 204, 205, 206, 238 - 253 and 310 would be considered known)

e That the visual resources of the headwaters of the Elaho be inventoried and considered as
“known”.

e That the Visual Quality Objectives for the LMU’s considered “known” be revised as per the
RDI document to less restrictive regimes(this results in prescriptions in the operable areas that
are typically Modification).0
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* That the portions of the Ashlu and Squamish LMU’s as identified on Interfor’s Scenic Areas
mapping not be managed as “known” Scenic Areas.

This would result in a management regime that is significantly less restrictive than is currently the
case, removing a considerable portion of the TFL from any visual constraint at all. For those
areas within Scenic Areas, the management regime is typically Modification, offering only a
minimal constraint on timber supply. As the Licensee is committed to improved visual landscape
design, for TSR purposes it is conceivable the upper range of the % denudation figures could be
used for TSR modelling purposes. Such an approach is consistent with Ministerial direction
respecting the management of visual resources, Interfor’s proposed Resource Management
Zoning and the RPAT recommendations.

However, if the District chooses to accept the Interfor Scenic Area proposal, I recommend that
the Visual Quality Objectives not be shifted as per the RDI report dnd that the current VQQ’s
remain in place. Additionally, I recommend inclusion of VLU 257, “The devils elbow” a
significant recreation feature, in proposed Scenic Area # 1.

Dispersal Classes for TSR

Interfor requested input into what may be considered an appropriate dispersal class for use in
Timber Supply Analysis. Without the benefit of a GIS analysis and on the basis of only a quick
qualitative review of the operability mapping and a discussion with one of our Timber Supply
Analysts, it appears a dispersal class approximating the provincial average is acceptable. My
estimation is that the operable areas in the Scenic Areas can be characterised as being 70% solid,
20% clustered and 10% dispersed.

In closing, I want to emphasise that Interfor is to be strongly commended for adopting a
proactive, strategic approach towards managing their Scenic Areas. 1 am confident
implementation of the strategy will assist Interfor in enhancing fibre flow from their Scenic Areas
while maintaining an appropriate level of visual quality in key areas.
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Cam Campbell
A/Regional Landscape Specialist
Vancouver Forest Region

cc: Laszio Kardos RPF
International Forest Products Ltd.
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