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Sent: Friday, January 24, 2014 12:23 AM
To: Apology Consultation MIT:EX
Subject: Re: my ideas and suggestions on dealing with Head Tax

| attended the January 20, 2014 forum in Burnaby on Head Tax, but | didn’t get a chance
to speak so | am sending to you my ideas and suggestions for your reference.

First of all, | think the Harper Government did it wrongly a few years ago. The
Government should not apologize for the Head Tax in a high tone. In addition, it
shouldn’t have compensated. Don’t think most Chinese Canadians agreed with this
method; also don’t consider it fits in the mainstream society. The following is my
explanation:

1. Head Tax back then was written black and white and the government regulated
it. If you wanted to come, you had to pay; if you didn’t want to come, you didn’t
have to pay. Coming to Canada or not is a matter of personal choice and Canada
didn’t force you. Back then you chose to pay the money to move to Canada, now
you are saying it wasn’t fair and demanding the government to apologize and
compensate, which is not reasonable.

2. After entering Canada, they asked for the family reunion and didn’t want to pay
the price to bring their wives, parents and children over to Canada. If they
wanted family reunion, they could have moved back to China and be united with
the family. At that time, the government didn’t prevent them from leaving the
country. If they think it was not fair, why did they still pay the money in order to
bring their families to Canada?

3. Those Chinese Canadians, who paid the Head Tax, have enjoyed the social
benefits in Canada and they are worth far beyond $500.

4., Compared with a verbal apology, it's more important to correct mistakes
through actions. Past “unfairness”, “discrimination”, the Canadian government
has corrected. Now in Canada, regardless of your race, all are considered equal.
All levels of government have Chinese Canadians as members of Parliament or
MLA. Take formal Lieutenant Governor Mr. David Lam as an example and he is
the honor in the Chinese community. Many Chinese Canadians are public
servants doing public service.

5. Canada now has an excellent living environment. It's made by the great
contributions from all kinds of people in the country, different races and ethic
backgrounds, various kinds of industries. We shouldn’t emphasize Chinese
contribution only; otherwise it would be unfair to other ethic groups and it will
lead to discrimination.



6. Many Chinese participated in building the CPR, but if there were Chinese only
and without the help of engineers, designers or funding, the railway wouldn’t
have been built. Therefore, we shouldn’t just consider the contribution of
Chinese.

| was born in Indonesia and went back to China for schooling. After the Cultural
Revolution, | moved to Hong Kong and before 1997, we immigrated to Canada.
Compared with all those places, | deeply feel that Canada is a country with most
tolerance, fairness, and kindness and compassionate with human touch. | can say
Canada is the best country for immigrants in the world. We should cherish and
safeguard this country together. Move forward and don’t get tangible in the past.

**What should the apology say?

| think the government should mention the historical conditions back then for them to
make the policies, which seems unfair to the current society. Now the government has
already made corrections, giving power equally to different ethnic groups. | wish the
current government will persist in principles, don’t be too weak or too agreeable,
otherwise it will be too unfair to other ethic groups who keep silent.

** Who is going to deliver the apology?

| think Minister Teresa Wat is the best person to make the apology because she is
responsible for multiculturalism. On that day of the consultation, Mr. Thomas Leung
suggested that the Lieutenant Governor should make the apology on behalf of the
Queen and | don’t agree with him. Because in doing so, it would make the issue more
complicated and the issue of getting the apology done will be delayed forever. | really
hope this issue can be dealt with soon so that the government can devote itself to other
affairs.





