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This Policy Guideline is intended to provide a statement of the policy intent of legislation, and has been developed 
in the context of the common law and the rules of statutory interpretation, where appropriate.  This Guideline is 
also intended to help the parties to an application understand issues that are likely to be relevant.  It may also 
help parties know what information or evidence is likely to assist them in supporting their position.  This Guideline 
may be revised and new Guidelines issued from time to time. 

The Residential Tenancy Act1 and the Manufactured Home Park Tenancy Act2  both provide 
that a landlord may end a tenancy where the tenant is repeatedly late paying rent. 

Three late payments are the minimum number sufficient to justify a notice under these 
provisions. 

It does not matter whether the late payments were consecutive or whether one or more rent 
payments have been made on time between the late payments.  However, if the late 
payments are far apart an arbitrator may determine that, in the circumstances, the tenant 
cannot be said to be “repeatedly” late 

A landlord who fails to act in a timely manner after the most recent late rent payment may be 
determined by an arbitrator to have waived reliance on this provision. 

In exceptional circumstances, for example, where an unforeseeable bank error has caused 
the late payment, the reason for the lateness may be considered by an arbitrator in 
determining whether a tenant has been repeatedly late paying rent. 

Whether the landlord was inconvenienced or suffered damage as the result of any of the late 
payments is not a relevant factor in the operation of this provision. 

1 Residential Tenancy Act, section 47(1)(c)
2 Manufactured Home Park Tenancy Act, section 40(1)(a) 
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