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Vital  Statistics Information Box

Overdose Deaths by Type of Drug
Br i t i s h Co l u m b i a,  2002-2011

Counts of Deaths by Causative Substances

Over the past ten years, deaths involving single heroin/morphine type drug use appear to be 
declining slightly.  On the other hand, deaths where cocaine was the only substance implicated 
appear to be on the increase, along with deaths from combined narcotics.

Deaths from the combined use of illicit drugs with other drugs (other than narcotics) have risen 
sharply since 2007 and remain the leading cause of illicit drug overdose since then. 

The use of psychostimulants is a relatively new phenomenon.  Its place as the direct cause of 
unintentional overdose does not appear to be rising.  It is interesting to note that methadone, a 
substance used in the treatment of heroin addiction, is apparently being used illicitly and causing 
overdose deaths in and of itself.
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