This dual credit policy document is a discussion draft, which is subject to change.
Please send feedback and questions to dualcredit@gov.bc.ca.
Dual Credit


Policy Statement
Students in a dual credit program can receive elective credit at the Grade 12 level as well as the post‑secondary credit that they earn by taking one or more post-secondary courses. Boards of education and independent school authorities can receive funding from the Ministry of Education and Child Care (the Ministry) for facilitating these courses and supporting participating students.

Purpose of the Policy
This policy provides information, guidance, and resources for schools to offer dual credit opportunities that can benefit a diversity of students, address regional labour market needs, complement existing electives, and leverage the strengths of partners. By supporting the intellectual, human and social, and career development of students, dual credit helps students graduate and transition to post-secondary education.

Authority
School Act (s.75) (6) and (7) 

Policy

Flexibility
Dual credit empowers students to explore different subjects and try new pathways to help them decide on a future in post-secondary education.
[bookmark: _Hlk154571899]Students may take up to three eligible dual credit courses in any subject area, and/or they may take any number of dual credit courses that are listed as requirements toward a specific post‑secondary credential. Note that students may do both, and in any sequence.
Dual credit courses can be delivered on a campus, in a high school, online, or elsewhere, such as in the local community.




Eligibility
Students must be school-aged, as defined by the School Act, and in grades 10 to 12. Students who have met B.C.’s graduation requirements and completed their Grade 12 year are ineligible to enrol in further dual credit courses but may finish courses that started prior to June 30 of that year.
Courses must result in post-secondary credit and appear on a post-secondary transcript. Adult basic education courses are ineligible. Note that dual credit courses are high school electives: they can contribute to the number of elective courses and Grade 12 level credits needed to graduate but cannot fulfill other graduation requirements.
[bookmark: _Hlk154582110]Post-secondary partners must be members of the British Columbia Transfer System or SkilledTradesBC-certified Youth Program training providers. Educacentre can deliver courses in French.

Funding
[bookmark: _Hlk143178714]Boards of education and independent school authorities must pay students’ post-secondary tuition costs to claim for per-course funding from the Ministry. Dual credit courses are funded at the same rate as other high school courses, and in the same way. They can be reported in either September or February.
Boards of education and independent school authorities choose whether to pay any fees and book or equipment costs. Schools must have hardship policies in place and should strive for stigma-free practices to better support students for whom costs would be a barrier. Note that students must not be charged for reviews of transcripts.

Procedures 
Boards of education and independent school authorities should consider the following foundational steps.

· Feature dual credit in strategic planning and dedicate resources accordingly.

· Plan to serve Indigenous students, students with diverse abilities or disabilities, and other groups, such as students who have no immediate family members with post-secondary experience.

· Build relationships with post-secondary providers, and other potential partners, from local First Nations to neighbouring school districts.

· Coordinate with post-secondary partners to ensure that dual credit participants, who are both high school students and post-secondary learners, have the benefits and support of both systems.



Moreover, for dual credit post-secondary courses to be eligible for Ministry funding, boards of education and independent school authorities must meet the following criteria.

· Develop delivery agreements with post-secondary partners, which should be reviewed, and renewed if applicable, at least every five years.

· Provide prospective dual credit students with career counselling, course options, and course transferability information.

· Pay the post-secondary tuition costs.

· Include the documented post-secondary courses for funding as part of the 1701 data collection process; submit course enrollment information for funding purposes during the September or February data collection.

· Keep a record of the required courses towards a specific post-secondary credential for any student who enrolled in more than three dual credit courses; all but up to three dual credit courses taken by the student should be on that list.

· Work with post-secondary partners to ensure students are assessed during each dual credit course; provide descriptive feedback focused on their learning and assign a letter grade and percentage.

· Record the completion of courses via a student information system such as MyEd using the appropriate dual credit course codes in the BC Graduation Program Handbook of Procedures. 

· Assign 4 high-school credits for almost all dual credit courses regardless of the number of post-secondary credits associated with those courses.

· Determine a unique credit value (i.e., one credit typically represents 25–30 hours of learning) only in rare cases, when a course has exceptional hours of instruction or extraordinary expectations for learning outside of those hours. 

· Keep a copy of the post-secondary transcript in the student’s file and on the student’s permanent record as mandated.

Resources 
The following resources provide additional details and are updated from time to time.
· BC Graduation Program Handbook of Procedures
· Dual Credit website

