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Policy: 

Police Witnesses – Adverse Judicial Comments 

Policy Code: 

POL 1.1 

Effective Date: 

March 1, 2018 

Cross-references: 

PER 1 

In this policy, “peace officer” includes police officers and any law enforcement personnel 
who have the powers of a peace officer, including: 

• Corrections Officers

• Conservation Officers

• Sheriffs

• Youth Probation Officers

• Canadian Border Services Agency Officers

• Canadian Armed Forces Police

• Fisheries Officers

• By-Law Enforcement Officers

Judicial Finding on Credibility or Reliability of a Peace Officer 

Where a member of the judiciary makes an adverse finding on the court record about the 
reliability of the evidence given by, or the credibility of, a peace officer short of an allegation 
of perjury, Crown Counsel should provide written notification of such finding to the senior 
officer in charge, or equivalent, of the officer’s agency. The notification should be copied to 
a Regional Crown Counsel, Director, or their deputy, and include the following: 

• the police agency file and court file number

• the date of the officer’s testimony

• the date and nature of the adverse finding
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• the judge or justice who made the finding

• a covering memo briefly outlining the matter sufficient to facilitate ordering
transcripts or other reasonable steps by the officer in charge

Crown Counsel’s role in this process is to notify the senior officer in charge of the judicial 
finding, rather than to offer an opinion regarding the judicial finding. 

Judicial Allegations of Perjury against a Peace Officer 

Where a member of the judiciary has made an allegation of perjury against a peace officer 
on the court record, the policy Perjury (PER 1) applies. 
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