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CHAPTER 1.0	 LICENSING AND INSURANCE GUIDELINES AND PERMITS

1.1 DEFINITIONS

1.1	 DEFINITIONS 
“Base jurisdiction” means the jurisdiction where the commercial vehicle has been registered and 
licensed as indicated by the jurisdiction shown on the licence plate and accompanying vehicle licence.

“Canadian Agreement on Vehicle Registration” or “CAVR” is a full and free reciprocal agreement 
between all Canadian provinces (not territories) under which each province will accept the vehicle registration/
licence as valid in a host province without requiring additional registration, fees or permits under specified 
circumstances for specified vehicles. Prior to 2001, CAVR also served as a prorate licence agreement.

“Charter bus”: Unless authorized for inter- and/or intra-provincial movement via pro-rate licensing 
or a reciprocity agreement such as CAVR, “charter bus” means a bus acquired by a group of persons for 
their exclusive use under a single contract, at a fixed charge in accordance with the carrier’s tariff, to travel 
together as a group to a specified destination or for a particular itinerary either agreed upon in advance or 
modified by the chartered group after having left the place of origin. 

“Commercial vehicle” includes:
a)	 a motor vehicle having permanently attached to it a truck or delivery body:

b)	 an ambulance, casket wagon, fire apparatus, hearse, motor bus, tow car, road building machine, taxi 

and a tractor; and

c)	 a combination of vehicles:

d)	 other vehicles as specified by regulation of the Lieutenant Governor in Council.  

(S.1 Commercial Transport Act)

“CVSE” means Commercial Vehicle Safety and Enforcement.

“Dual license” means a vehicle is licensed in two or more of the following jurisdictions at the same time: 
BC, Alaska, Yukon, Nunavut, and the Northwest Territories. 

“Exceptional circumstances” means that if an Autoplan Broker is not available within 50 kms, or in the 
case of a bona fide emergency (fire, flood, explosion, derailment, etc.), CVSE will issue temporary operating 
permits to commercial vehicles only. 

“Farm vehicle” means a vehicle that is registered in a member jurisdiction and is engaged in the 
transportation of the registrant’s own goods that are related to the operation of the registrant’s farm or 
fishing business.

“Financial Responsibility” or “FR” means vehicle insurance that includes third party liability coverage 
that meets BC minimum liability limits. 

“Government vehicle” means a vehicle registered to the federal government or to a provincial, state, 
municipal or regional government.

“Host Jurisdiction” is the jurisdiction where a vehicle that has been properly licensed in its base 
jurisdiction may also operate in accordance with provisions of either CAVR or IRP.

“ICBC” means the Insurance Corporation of British Columbia.
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“Interjurisdictional movement” means, in respect to a commercial vehicle, one or more of the following: 

a)	 the delivery of goods or persons from a place outside BC to a place in BC;

b)	 the picking up of goods or persons from a place in BC for delivery outside BC;

c)	 the transportation of goods or persons through BC (S.6.01 Commercial Transport Regulations)

“International Registration Plan” or “IRP” means the prorate licence agreement between all 
Canadian Provinces and all US States (other than Alaska and Hawaii) that allows the base jurisdiction to 
collect licence fees and taxes and issue licensing credentials on behalf of a host jurisdiction.

“Intrajurisdictional movement” means, in respect to a commercial vehicle, travel within BC, 
including the picking up and delivery of goods or persons. (S.6.01 Commercial Transport Regulations)

“Licensed gross vehicle weight” means the gross weight for which a commercial motor vehicle is 
licensed. (S.1 Commercial Transport Act)

“MVA” means the Motor Vehicle Act.

“M” or “m” means metre.

“Non-Resident Commercial Vehicle Permit” or “NRCVP” is a Non-Resident Commercial Permit 
issued under authority of Commercial Transport Regulations Division 6 (Quarterly Permit) or Commercial 
Transport Act. (S.6(7) Single Trip Permit) 

“Private bus” means a motor vehicle used to transport persons, when such transportation is not 
undertaken for compensation or gain. 

“Recreational motor vehicle”, for the purpose of CAVR, means a motor vehicle with the ability to tow 
a semi-trailer and that is designed or redesigned to be used as a recreational vehicle.

“S” means section.

CHAPTER 1.0	 LICENSING AND INSURANCE GUIDELINES AND PERMITS
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1.2	 NON-RESIDENT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

1.2.1	 General

1.2.1. A.	 Licensing
The Commercial Transport Act requires all out-of-province commercial motor vehicles to be 
covered either under a reciprocity or prorate agreement or have some form of BC issued licence as 
a precondition of operation on a BC highway. 

This differs from private passenger vehicle licensing and trailer licensing where licensing 
exemptions exist in the Motor Vehicle Act and Commercial Transport Act.

Mechanisms for out-of-province commercial motor vehicles to comply with BC commercial 
vehicle licensing laws include:

•	 Canadian Agreement on Vehicle Registration – CAVR

•	 International Registration Plan – IRP

•	 Non-Resident Commercial Vehicle Permits – NRCVP

1.2.1.B. 	 Insurance
The Motor Vehicle Act requires that all out-of-province commercial vehicles operated on BC 
highways are insured to meet BC insurance requirements. There are two ways for operators of 
out-of-province commercial vehicles to demonstrate compliance with BC FR requirements:

•	 The vehicle owner or lessee’s insurance company has filed a Financial Responsibility 
Certificate with ICBC or

•	 The operator purchases ICBC Basic insurance coverage sold in conjunction with a Non-
Resident Commercial Permit.

1.2.1.C. 	 Other Requirements
i)	 Motive Fuel User Permit or IFTA licensing 

	 Out-of-province commercial vehicles may also be required to be licensed under IFTA or 
purchase Motive Fuel User Permits when they enter British Columbia. (refer to Chapter 2 – 
Motor Fuel Guidelines and Permits for more information).

ii)	 Oversize and/or Overweight Permits

	 In addition to licensing and/or insurance, a vehicle/load may require oversize and/or 
overweight permits if weights or dimensions exceed legal allowances. Please refer to 
subsequent chapters for more information on specific vehicles and/or loads. 

iii)	Import Duties

	 Vehicles registered/licensed outside of Canada that are entering BC for intra-provincial 
operations are subject to payment of Canada Customs and Revenue Agency import duties. 
For more information, please visit the Canada Border Services Agency website at: www.
cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/menu-eng.html
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1.2.2	 Exemptions 

1.2.2.A. 	 Trailers and Semi-trailers
i)	 General

	 Operators of commercial trailers and semi-trailers (including a piggybacked truck tractor) 
with a valid out-of-province licence are exempt under Section 6(1) of the Commercial 
Transport Act from the requirement to obtain BC registration, non-resident permits, or 
licensing for the trailers or semi-trailers.

ii)	 Light Commercial Trailers and Trailers Used Non-Commercially

	 Owners of light commercial trailers (those under 1401 kg) and of trailers over 1401 kg 
that are used exclusively for non-commercial purposes and are of a body-style described 
as: house, boat, horse, snowmobile, automobile or motorcycle trailer, are exempt from 
licensing under section 21 of the Motor Vehicle Act provided they are properly licensed 
in their own jurisdiction. Section 21 MVA allows private passenger vehicles, light trailers 
under 1401 kg, and non-commercial trailers six (6) months of operation for touring and 30 
days for non-touring in BC. The timeframes refer to continuous BC operation. 

NOTE:	 To be considered non-commercial, the trailer cannot be used for business purposes or for 
any financial gain (other than potential prize money from a competition involving the item 
being carried). Refer to 1-3 Private Passenger Vehicles.

The weight of a commercial trailer is included in the GVW of the commercial power unit; 
however, the weight of a non-commercial trailer and its load is not required to be included in the 
licensed weight of a commercial power unit. 

1.2.2.B.	 Banff and Yoho National Parks Sightseeing Bus  
and Automobile Reciprocity Agreement

Sightseeing buses and automobiles used for sightseeing operations in Banff and Yoho National 
Parks are exempt from BC registration and licensing (by BC Order-in-Council #2034 dated 
August 10, 1956.) 

1.2.2.C.	 Farm Vehicles
CAVR provides full licensing reciprocity (without time, geographic, or licensed GVW [up to 63,500 kg] 
limitations) for all vehicles licensed as a farm vehicle in a Canadian province and used as farm vehicle.

•	 Farm vehicles of any weight from a Canadian province can travel both inter and intra-
jurisdictionally in BC without time or geographic restrictions. 

•	 There is no requirement to purchase a cab card from ICBC.

•	 Farm vehicles must be transporting the farmer’s own goods that are related to the 
operations of the registrant’s own farm.

The vehicle must be properly registered and licensed in the jurisdiction where the owner is 
ordinarily resident.

CHAPTER 1.0	 LICENSING AND INSURANCE GUIDELINES AND PERMITS
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CHAPTER 1.0	 LICENSING AND INSURANCE GUIDELINES AND PERMITS

1.2 NON-RESIDENT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

1.2.2.D.	 Peace River Farm Agreement (PRFA) – repealed
In 2008, amendments were made to CAVR to expand allowable farm vehicle operation that 
made redundant the 1960 Peace River Farm Agreement (PRFA). The PRFA was repealed on 
January 1, 2009 with no reduction in allowed farm vehicle operation in the Peace District. 

1.2.3	 Reciprocity Agreements – CAVR, Alberta, and Light Vehicles 

	 CAVR Reciprocity Agreement
The Canadian Agreement on Vehicle Registration (CAVR) is an agreement intended to allow 
owners of qualifying vehicles to have full and free operations in any other CAVR member 
jurisdiction, as if the non-resident vehicle was operating in its own jurisdiction. 

Members of the CAVR agreement include all the Canadian provinces. Canadian Territories are not 
members of the agreement. Prior to 2001, CAVR was also a prorate agreement; however, in 2001 
all CAVR prorating provisions were replaced by the IRP agreement.

Qualifying vehicles that are properly licensed for use on a highway in a CAVR member jurisdiction 
are temporarily exempt from registering and licensing in other CAVR member jurisdictions for 
either inter-provincial operation or intra-provincial operation, or both.

A commercial motor vehicle operating under a permit issued by another Canadian province is 
considered to be properly licensed for the purposes of CAVR reciprocity, provided the permit 
allows such operation in BC and the operator adheres to any other terms of the permit. 

“Power unit” under CAVR, this means a self-propelled motor vehicle having permanently 
attached thereto a truck, bus or delivery body and includes a truck tractor used for hauling 
purposes on a highway.

i)	 Qualifying Vehicles for CAVR Inter-jurisdictional Movement

	 The following vehicles, when properly licensed in another Canadian province, qualify under 
CAVR for inter-jurisdictional movement through BC:

•	 a 2-axle power unit, or 2-axle power unit and trailer combination having a licensed 
gross vehicle weight and/or weighing less than 11,794 kg, used or maintained for the 
transportation of property;

•	 a charter bus;

•	 a farm or fishing industry vehicle;

•	 a private bus;

•	 a recreational motor vehicle;

•	 a power unit that is registered as a government vehicle;

ii)	 CAVR Intra-jurisdictional Movement 

	 BC has set some conditions under CAVR for intra-jurisdictional movement within BC. The 
vehicles listed below qualify under the CAVR licensing exemption for intra-jurisdictional 
movement within BC; explanations or applicable restrictions are also listed for each vehicle:
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Vehicle Qualifying under CAVR for  
Intra-jurisdictional Movement in BC

Explanation or Restriction on  
Intra-jurisdictional Movement in BC

a) 	 a two axle commercial vehicle with or without 
trailer (including a charter bus) having a registered 
weight of less than 11,794 kg

Reciprocity granted for temporary operation is limited 
to 90 days in a calendar year with these 90 days 
including any operation (inter or intra) of the vehicle in 
the Province of BC. 

b)	 a farm or fishing industry vehicle displaying a farm 
or fishing vehicle license plate or vehicle licence

Reciprocity granted only when engaged in the 
transportation of the registrant’s own goods that are 
related to the operation of the registrant’s farm or 
fishing business. Vehicle must have valid and current 
farm vehicle licence.

c)	 a recreational motor vehicle Reciprocity is granted for recreational vehicles (RV’s) 
used exclusively for touring purposes for a maximum 
period of up to six (6) months from the date of last 
entry in to BC (30 days for non-commercial, non-
touring operation).

d) 	 a government vehicle (power unit that is registered 
to the federal government or to a provincial, 
municipal or regional government)

Reciprocity granted for temporary operation is limited 
to 90 days in a calendar year with these 90 days 
including any operation (inter or intra) of the vehicle in 
the Province of BC. 

Example of Applying CAVR Time Limits: BC allows 2-axle commercial vehicles (with or without trailer) from 
a Canadian province with a licensed gross vehicle weight of less than 11,794 kg to travel both intra and inter-
jurisdictionally for up to 90 days in a calendar year. After the 90 day provision is exhausted, vehicles are restricted to 
inter-jurisdictional operation under CAVR. Vehicles that will be operated intra-provincially beyond the 90 day permit 
must either prorate licence or purchase a NRCVP.

NOTE:	 Some Alberta based vehicle owners that could qualify for operation under CAVR may opt to 
prorate license out of Alberta to be able to apportion the BC licence fees. Those that prorate 
licence pay only for the proportion of fees for vehicle use in BC relative to Alberta (e.g., vehicle 
is used 80% of its distance in AB and 20% in BC, by prorating, they would only pay 20% of the 
normal BC annual licence fee). Those that choose to not prorate are subject to BC PST after five 
(5) days of business use in a 12 month period on 1/3 of the taxable value of the vehicle. A partial 
day is considered a full day for the purposes of PST. The PST rate applicable under the 1/3 
formula is generally 7% and is payable a maximum of three (3) times after which the vehicle 
is considered tax paid as long as it is owned by the same owner. The form for remittance of 
this tax is available at http://www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/documents_library/forms/0402FILL.pdf. For more 
information, please contact CTBTaxQuestions@gov.bc.ca. Alberta based carriers should contact 
Alberta prorate to discuss their operations.
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iii)	Light Vehicle Reciprocity Policy

	 Light vehicles with a commercial body-style (e.g., pickup trucks) are allowed to 
temporarily operate in BC for non-commercial purposes under the same grace periods 
that apply to regular private passenger vehicles (e.g., four door sedans). This only applies 
to commercial vehicles licensed under 8,200 kg GVW, and with an operating weight of 
less than 8,200 kg GVW, and used as a private passenger vehicle exclusively for non-
commercial purposes.

	 The grace periods are 30 days for non-touring and 6 months for touring purposes from the 
date the operator first began operating the vehicle in BC. Refer to 1-3 Private Passenger 
Vehicles for more information.

	 30 day Non-Touring Examples:

•	 Moving one’s own household goods in a moving truck into or through BC.

•	 Any business, employment related (e.g. to and from work) or commercial activity 

	 6 Month Touring Examples:

•	 Using a truck to attend various sporting events around BC as an athlete

•	 Using a pick-up truck and camper to tour around BC (as opposed to remaining in  
one location)

1.2.4	 Prorate Agreement – IRP

1.2.4.A.	 Overview
The International Registration Plan (IRP) is a registration and licensing agreement among member 
jurisdictions to provide the means for vehicle owners to pay applicable registration and licensing 
fees solely to the jurisdiction in which they are registered and base plated. That “base” jurisdiction 
then apportions the fees collected to the host jurisdictions based on a formula that considers fleet 
distances that are traveled in each jurisdiction. The end result is that other jurisdictions collect and 
remit BC fees on our behalf. 

1.2.4.B.	 Member Jurisdictions
Member jurisdictions include states of the United States (except Alaska and Hawaii),  
the District of Columbia and all provinces of Canada (not territories). 

1.2.4.C.	 Licensing Exemption
Vehicles properly registered with IRP are exempt from the requirement to obtain BC registration 
and licensing. 

1.2.4.D.	 License Plate(s)
i)	 IRP Jurisdiction

	 The vehicle will display a license plate containing the word “apportioned”, “APP”, or “PRP” 
and the name of the Base Jurisdiction.

ii)	 Non-IRP Base Jurisdiction

	 Vehicle owners from non-IRP jurisdictions (e.g., Alaska, Yukon Territory, North West 
Territories, Nunavut) may prorate license in a neighbouring IRP jurisdiction. In those 
circumstances, the vehicle may have both an IRP prorate plate (issued in BC, AB or WA) and 
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a plate from their home jurisdiction. In those circumstances, BC will likely be on the Cab 
card (see 1.2.4 (E) Documentation below for more information) to show payment for  
BC operations.

iii)	Dual Plating

	 Vehicle owners that expect to travel between only two jurisdictions from non-IRP 
jurisdictions may dual plate (i.e., a commercial plate for Yukon, Alaska, Nunavut, or 
Northwest Territories and a commercial plate for BC).

1.2.4.E.	 Documentation
Confirmation that a vehicle is registered with IRP and therefore allowed to travel in BC is obtained 
from the “Cab Card”.

A cab card is issued by the base jurisdiction and will indicate at what weight the vehicle 
is authorized to travel in each jurisdiction. Additional permits may be required. For more 
information, contact Commercial Transport.

An example of a BC issued cab card is provided at the end of this section in Figure 1. For further 
information about cab cards, contact your base jurisdiction’s IRP office. 

1.2.4.F.	 US Based Vehicles
US licensed vehicles (IRP and non-IRP vehicles) are limited in the type and duration of operations 
they may undertake in Canada without payment of applicable duties and taxes, and without 
demonstrating compliance with Transport Canada requirements. However, under IRP some 
vehicles (e.g., U-Haul) may have a US plate but be in compliance with federal customs and 
Transport Canada requirements and therefore, are not limited in the type of operations they may 
undertake in Canada.
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Figure 1 – sample of BC apportioned cab card
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1.2.5	 Non-Resident Commercial Vehicle Permits (NRCVP)

1.2.5.A.	 Overview
NRCVPs are issued for out-of-province commercial vehicles that are not registered with IRP, not 
covered by CAVR, or have exhausted the intra-provincial 90 day CAVR provision. 

There are two portions to a NRCVP; licensing and insurance. In addition to showing the 
commercial vehicle licensing fee (if applicable), the NRCVP must either show an FR number that 
has been issued by ICBC, or show that an insurance premium has been paid for the issuance of 
the combined NRCVP and insurance certificate, or be subject to an exemption.

A commercial motor vehicle registered in Alaska, Yukon, Nunavut, or the Northwest Territories 
(jurisdictions that are not members of IRP or CAVR) must have a NRCVP to operate in BC unless 
the vehicle is dual licensed – see exemptions below. 

1.2.5.B.	 NRCVP Permit Exemptions
The following vehicles listed below do not require Non-Resident Commercial Vehicle Permits. 

• 	 A light commercial vehicle (GVW 8,200 kg or less) operating for a non-commercial 
purpose, or 

• 	 dual licensed, which means being properly licensed in BC and Alaska, Yukon, Nunavut, or 
the Northwest Territories at the same time. 

• 	 Vehicles operating under an in-transit permit that are empty, covered by CAVR, and 
accompanied by a valid insurance slip. U.S. In-Transit permits are not granted this reciprocity. 

• 	 Motor homes with or without a trailer, operating with an in-transit permit, transporter 
plate, or dealer plate, from any CAVR jurisdiction; or motor homes with or without a trailer.

1.2.5.C.	 Fee Exemptions and Conditional Fees 
i)	 Fee Exemptions

	 No fee is charged for a vehicle owned or leased and operated by:

a)	 the government of Canada or any province or territory,

b)	 the government of the United States of America,

c)	 the government of any state or county in the United States of America,

d)	 a municipality, or

e)	 a school district outside of BC. (S.9 Commercial Transport Act)
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ii)	 Conditional Fees

	 In accordance with Commercial Transport Fees Regulation Item 3(b), the NRCVP fee 
is based on the conditional licence fee of $12 rather than the regular licence fee for 
commercial vehicles owned or leased exclusively by: 

•	 a religious organization using the vehicle solely for religious purposes,

•	 a charitable organization in carrying out its work,

•	 a voluntary ambulance society or organization providing voluntary ambulance service 
(ambulance vehicles only),

•	 an Indian Band in carrying out public works,

•	 a volunteer rescue group using the vehicle exclusively for search and rescue programs;

Or for a commercial vehicle used exclusively:

•	 for fire protection purposes, or

•	 as a parade float.

1.2.5.D.	 Single Trip Permits
i)	 General

	 A single trip NRCVP authorizes the operator to use the commercial vehicle in BC for one 
journey into or through BC for the purpose stated in the permit. “One journey” is considered 
a trip to a destination in BC or through BC to a destination outside the province and back to 
a point outside the province.

ii)	 Duration

	 The maximum term for the Non-Resident Single Use Permit is 30 days. The permit may 
be issued for any term requested by the applicant up to the 30 day maximum. Once the 
vehicle leaves the province, the permit becomes void.

iii)	Moving Truck/Van Requirements 

	 There are quite a few furniture moving vans that are not owned by the company whose 
name appears on the truck/van. In order to alleviate this issue, the following procedure is 
followed when ordering and issuing single-trip Non-Resident Permits: 

a)	 VAN LINE TRUCK: Check the vehicle registration and issue permit in the name of the 
owner. Do not issue the permit in the name of the company whose name is painted 
on the sides of the van, i.e., ALLIED VAN LINES unless ALLIED VAN LINES is in fact the 
registered owner. 

b)	 RENTAL TRUCKS: Issue the NRCVP indicating both the registered owner and lessee 
including full address.

c)	 GENERAL INTER-PROVINCIAL HAULERS: Issue NRCVP in the name of the company or 
individual in whose name the truck is licensed or registered. 

CHAPTER 1.0	 LICENSING AND INSURANCE GUIDELINES AND PERMITS
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iv)	Limitations

	 The following are key points to remember for single trip permits:

•	 They are only valid for one single trip into or through the province and return. 

•	 No pickup for delivery within the province allowed.

•	 An FR filing in the name of the vehicle owner or lessee must be verified or the operator 
must pay the insurance premium. (refer to 1.2.6 Insurance and Financial Responsibility 
(FR) Filing for more information)

	 There are no limits to the number of Single Use permits allowed to be issued in any year; 
however, non-resident quarterly permits can provide greater flexibility at a lower cost if 
multiple trips are made into BC.

v)	 Fees

	 The fee for each Single Use Permit is equal to 1/12 of the annual licence fee prescribed under 
S.6(7) Commercial Transport Act for a commercial vehicle of similar gross vehicle weight. 

	 The applicable fees for NRCVPs are set out in Commercial Transport Fees Regulation (CTFR). 

1.2.5.E.	 Quarterly Permits
i)	 General

	 A quarterly NRCVP, often called a Non-Resident Quarterly Permit, authorizes the operator to 
make multiple trips under one permit as opposed to a single trip permit. Depending on the 
number of trips planned into BC, the quarterly permit may be more cost effective to purchase.

	 A Non-Resident Quarterly Permit authorizes the operator to use the commercial vehicle in 
BC for:

•	 delivery of persons or goods from outside BC to a destination in the province; 

•	 pickup of persons or goods in BC for delivery outside the province; 

•	 both of the above; and / or

•	 transport of goods through BC (e.g., Alberta to Washington state);

•	 intra-provincial operations of a commercial vehicle carrying specialized equipment that 
is permanently attached or intrinsic to the purpose of the commercial vehicle; or,

•	 intra-provincial operation of any commercial vehicle with an operating GVW of  
11,794 kg or less 

ii)	 Duration

	 The maximum term for the Non-Resident Quarterly Permit is 90 days, depending on the 
day it is issued. The permit expires at midnight on the last day of each quarter (March 31, 
June 30, September 30, December 31).
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iii)	Limitations

	 A Non-Resident Quarterly Permit issued to a vehicle with a licensed GVW of  
11,794 kg or more is limited to inter-jurisdictional operation in BC, unless specialized 
equipment, and is limited to the following: 

a)	 delivery of goods or persons from outside BC to a place in BC;

b)	 pick up of goods or persons within BC to deliver outside BC; or, transportation  
of goods or persons through BC.

iv)	Fees

	 The fee for the Non-Resident Quarterly Permit is equal to 1/4 of the annual licence fee 
prescribed under Division 6.03 Commercial Transport Regulations for a commercial vehicle of 
similar gross vehicle weight, rounded to the dollar (calculations ending in 50 cents or more are 
rounded up). Regulations do not provide for any prorating of the NRQP permit fees.

	 The applicable fees for NRCVPs are set out in Commercial Transport Fees  
Regulation (CTFR). 

1.2.5.F.	 NRCVP Examples
The following examples illustrate the purposes for which a NRCVP is required. 

•	 Out-of-province farm vehicles transporting goods other than the registrant’s own farm goods. 

• 	 Out-of-province recreational vehicles with a truck/tractor configuration being used for a 
commercial or business purpose.

	 (REFER TO Compliance Circular No. 14/12 December 19, 2012)

•	 Out-of-province commercial vehicles from a Canadian territory or US state (except those with 
a registered GVW of less than 8,200 kg when the vehicles is used only for personal use.)

•	 Commercial vehicles registered in another province that have done intra and  
inter-provincial operations in BC for over 90 days since January 1 of that same year.

•	 Commercial motor vehicles, properly licensed in a Canadian province, with a GVW over 
11,794 kg or having three or more axles, except that an NRCVP is not required for farm 
or fishing industry vehicles, recreational motor vehicles, government vehicles and inter-
provincial operations of private or charter buses.

1.2.5.G.	 Obtaining a Permit
i)	 Provincial Permit Centre (PPC)

	 Permits are available through calling the PPC at 1-800-559-9688. The core hours of service are 
from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven (7) days a week and most statutory holidays.

ii)	 Online Permits

	 Single Trip Non-Resident Commercial Vehicle Permits are available to be purchased  
online. Refer to 3-3 Obtaining a Permit for more information. 

https://www.th.gov.bc.ca/cvse/CTPM/Com_Circulars/2012/121219_comp_cc_14-12-BoatHorseSnowmobileAutomobileMotorcycle-Trailers.pdf
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1.2.6	 Insurance and Financial Responsibility (FR) Filing 

1.2.6.A.	 General 
It is mandatory for vehicles operating on BC highways to meet BC insurance requirements, which 
include the following third party limits: 

•	 commercial vehicles – $1,000,000 third-party liability 

•	 commercial vehicles engaged in transport of dangerous goods  
– $2,000,000 third-party * liability 

•	 taxis – $1,000,000 third-party liability 

•	 buses – $1,000,000 third-party liability 

To meet these requirements, owners or operators of out-of-province vehicles must:

i)	 purchase ICBC basic insurance coverage (see 1.2.6 B ICBC Insurance below), OR 

ii)	 obtain an FR filing number from ICBC (see 1.2.6.C. Financial Responsibility Filing and 
1.2.6.D. Financial Responsibility for leased vehicles below)

Refer to 1.2.7 Summary Chart for insurance requirements based on weight  
and vehicle type. 

1.2.6.B.	 ICBC Insurance
ICBC basic compulsory insurance coverage may be purchased with a Non-Resident Commercial 
Vehicle Permit. See 1.2.5 for further information on Non-Resident Commercial Vehicle Permits. 
Insurance rates are as follows:

ICBC Third Party Liability Insurance for Non-Resident Permits

$1,000,000 Third Party Liability
$2,000,000 Third Party Liability

(Dangerous Goods)

Single Trip Quarterly Single Trip Quarterly

$84 $843 $89 $899

1.2.6.C.	 Financial Responsibility Filing
A Financial Responsibility (FR) filing is a guarantee of insurance coverage, including public 
liability requirements, that meets BC requirements. The filing is provided on behalf of the carrier 
by an authorized insurer (insurance company).

The insurance company that has issued a third party liability policy for the motor vehicle in the 
name of carrier must file a Financial Responsibility Certificate (Form MV23) with ICBC. Form 
MV23 is shown in Figure 2. 

Only insurance companies authorized to transact automobile insurance in BC or those that have a 
Power of Attorney and Undertaking filed with the Canadian Council of Insurance Regulators may 
file a Financial Responsibility Certificate. 

Upon the receipt of the completed MV23 from the insurer and payment of a $30.00 filing fee from 
the carrier, ICBC will notify the insurer that the filing has been approved and provide the insurer 
with an FR filing number for the carrier.

The FR filing process can take several days.
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An FR filing can be verified electronically by the business name of the vehicle owner or lessee (the 
carrier that filed FR with ICBC). The FR filing, so verified will exempt the operator from having to 
purchase insurance coverage with an NRCVP when entering BC. If a NRCVP is being issued without 
insurance, the FR filing number is recorded on the NRCVP.

For further information on Financial Responsibility, or to obtain an application form (MV23) 
to provide to your insurance underwriter, please contact ICBC’s Prorate Licensing and Financial 
Responsibility Department directly at 1-800-661-1866 or  
Fax at 604-443-4451.

1.2.6.D.	 Financial Responsibility for Owner-operators
An owner-operator is a person, firm or corporation leasing a commercial motor vehicle with driver 
to a motor carrier. When operating under a lease agreement with a carrier, an owner-operator may 
provide the carrier’s FR filing number as proof of financial responsibility.

The MV23 Certificate covers all vehicles owned and operated and/or leased and operated in the 
name of the insured. 

When an owner-operator provides the FR filing number of the carrier they are leased on to; they 
must also provide documentation to verify that the vehicle is leased to the carrier. The following 
documents may be accepted:

•	 Cab Card identifying the vehicle owner and the carrier

•	 State-issued document that identifies the vehicle owner and the carrier; for example, the 
Oregon Weight Receipt and Tax Identifier

•	 Lease Agreement or Statement of Lease between the carrier and the vehicle owner

Specific questions about owner-operator verification of lease for FR purposes may be directed to 
ICBC Prorate Licensing and Financial Responsibility Department.
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1.2.7 Summary Table

Vehicle Type CAVR IRP NRQP NR Single Trip
Other 

Exemptions
FR Comments

Intra Inter Intra Inter Intra Inter Intra Inter

i
2 axle < 8,200 kg private passenger  vehicle of a commercial body style (e.g. pickup truck, truck tractor, delivery van, bus) 
exclusively for non-commercial use

• CDN Province
n/a n/a Not required Not required Exempted. 

Allowed 
6 months 

touring/ 30 
days non-

touring

Insurance card 
**

• CDN Territory Insurance card 
**

• USA Insurance card 
**

ii 2 axle < 11,794 kg

• CDN Province

up to 
90 days 
BC ops

   after  
CAVR 90 

day period

Not 
req.

after 
CAVR 

90 day 
period

Not 
req. FR# or 

purchase ICBC 
Insurance

CAVR limits intra 
to 90 days in a 
calendar year. 

Ninety (90) 
days includes 

both intra/inter 
operations.

• CDN Territory n/a n/a n/a n/a     May dual plate

• USA
n/a n/a *  *  * 

AK may dual 
plate

iii 3 axle or > 11,794 kg (see also the rows below if farm plated, government owned, bus or recreational) 

• CDN Province n/a n/a      
FR# or 

purchase ICBC 
Insurance

• CDN Territory n/a n/a n/a n/a    

• USA n/a n/a  *  *  * 

iv Farm plated (all weights) used to carry farmer’s own goods

• CDN Province
    Not req.

Not 
req.

Not req.
Not 
req.

FR# or 
purchase ICBC 

Insurance• CDN Territory n/a n/a n/a n/a <11,794kg   

• USA n/a n/a n/a n/a *  * 

v Government owned (all weights)

• CDN Province
    Not req.

Not 
req.

Not req.
Not 
req.

Canadian 
Gov’t & Fed. 
Crown Corps; 

Insurance card 
**, all others 

FR#

• CDN Territory

n/a n/a n/a n/a    
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Vehicle Type CAVR IRP NRQP NR Single Trip
Other 

Exemptions
FR Comments

Intra Inter Intra Inter Intra Inter Intra Inter

• USA

n/a n/a *  *  * 

Insurance card; 
municipality 

or country 
required FR or 
purchase ICBC 

insurance

vi Charter/Private Bus (3 axle or > 11,794 kg)

• CDN Province     
Not 
req.

 Not req.

Sightseeing 
bus allowed 
from AB in 
Yoho National 
Park

FR# or 
purchase ICBC 

insurance

Busses 
transporting 
passengers 
require a BC 
Passenger 
Transportation 
License or EPTOP, 
see Section 
1.6 for further 
information.

• CDN Territory n/a n/a n/a n/a <11 794   
FR# or 

purchase ICBC 
insurance

• USA n/a n/a *  *   
FR# or 

purchase ICBC 
insurance

vii Vehicles with Specialized Equipment (Fixed load vehicles)

• CDN Province
Same as rows 

ii – v
     

FR# or 
purchase ICBC 

Insurance
• CDN Territory n/a n/a n/a    

• USA n/a *  *  * 

viii Industrial (X-Plate type) – may not carry a load

• CDN Province
Same as rows 

ii – v
     

FR# or 
purchase ICBC 

Insurance

Some cranes and 
other specialized 
equipment may 
carry regular or 
IRP plates.

• CDN Territory n/a n/a n/a    

• USA n/a   *  * 

ix RV Truck/tractor style (Commercial )

• CDN Province
Same as rows 

ii – v
 

 if  
<11,794 

kg 
  

FR# or 
purchase ICBC 

Insurance• CDN Territory n/a n/a n/a
 if  

<11,794 
kg 

  

• USA n/a   *  * 

x RV Truck/tractor style (Touring)

• CDN Province         < 8,200 kg 
exmpted. 
Allowed 

6 months 
touring/30 
days non-

touring

FR# or 
purchase ICBC 

Insurance

• CDN Territory n/a n/a    

• USA n/a   n/a Y n/a 
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Legend 

	 = an acceptable licensing option, when two or more fields are checked then any are acceptable.  = not allowed. n/a = 
not applicable

*	 US licensed vehicles are restricted from intra-provincial operations: US drivers are not allowed under federal immigration 
law to work in Canada; CDN drivers are not allowed unless the vehicle has been properly imported into B.C to meet 
Transport Canada requirements and all duties and taxes have been paid.

**	 Insurance card – card issued by insurance company as proof of insurance, also known as the “pink card” in Canada, US 
insurers issue yellow cards.

Table notes: All weights are based on the licensed GVW from the base jurisdiction or actual GVW, whichever is higher.

All vehicles must have some form of current licence and insurance. Vehicles prorated under IRP will have their BC licensed GVW 
indicated on their cab card, and a licence plate with the words Apportioned, Prorate, or PRP on the plate or the validation decal.

Dealer/Transporter/Floater plates as well as vehicles on temporary permits are treated the same as any other licensed vehicle 
based on the rules above (except farm/fishing vehicles which must display farm plates).

Vehicle Type CAVR IRP NRQP NR Single Trip
Other 

Exemptions
FR Comments

Intra Inter Intra Inter Intra Inter Intra Inter

xi Trailer (Commercial ≥ 1,401 kg)

• CDN Province

n/a n/a Not required Not required
Exempt  

(s. 6 CTA)

Insurance 
card**

• CDN Territory
Insurance 

card**

• USA
Insurance 

card**

xii Trailer (all < 1,400 kg and those non-commercial > 1,401 kg with body style auto, boat, horse, house, motorcycle snowmobile)

• CDN Province

n/a n/a Not required Not required

Exempt  
(s. 21 MVA) 
6 months 

touring/30 
days non-

touring 

Insurance 
card**

• CDN Territory
Insurance 

card**

• USA
Insurance 

card**

xiii Automobiles, Sport Utility Vehicles, Motorbikes, RVs (not truck tractor style) and other passenger plated vehicles

• CDN Province

n/a n/a Not required Not required

Exempt  
(s. 21 MVA) 
6 months 

touring/30 
days non-

touring. 

Insurance 
card**

• CDN Territory
Insurance 

card**

• USA
Insurance 

card**
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All vehicles are subject to B.C’s PST as licence exemptions do not provide tax exemption. Those under IRP will pay tax with 
licence (which is why some AB carriers prorate even though CAVR provides licence exemption); all other must contact BC 
Consumer Tax Department.

Definitions:
“interjurisdictional movement (INTER)” means, in respect to a commercial vehicle, one or more of the following: 

a)	 the delivery of goods or persons from a place outside British Columbia to a place in British Columbia;

b)	 the picking up of goods or persons from a place in British Columbia for delivery outside British Columbia;

c)	 the transportation of goods or persons through British Columbia;

“intrajurisdictional movement (INTRA)” means, in respect to a commercial vehicle, travel within British Columbia, including the 
picking up and delivery of goods or persons
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1.3	 PRIVATE PASSENGER VEHICLES 
Commercial vehicles from another jurisdiction that enter BC are treated differently than regular private 
passenger vehicles (e.g., sport utility vehicles, cars and minivans.)

Regular private passenger vehicles may operate within BC for up to 30 days, or six (6) months for touring 
purposes. Post-secondary students at recognized educational institutions and military personnel in BC, for 
training may apply to ICBC for a permit to operate their vehicles beyond the 30-day licensing exemption 
period. (see S.21 Motor Vehicle Act). These requests should be made to the ICBC prorate office.

By long-standing policy, pickup trucks and other commercial motor vehicles being operated as private 
passenger vehicles with a licensed GVW of 8,200 kg or less also may operate in BC in a manner consistent 
with the provisions of S.21 of the Motor Vehicle Act provided the vehicle is not used in any form of 
commercial enterprise. Operating as a private passenger vehicle includes general transportation or other 
personal purposes.
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1.4	 HIGHWAY CROSSING PERMITS AND OWNER’S CERTIFICATES  
OF INSURANCE

1.4.1	 General
Commercial vehicles that operate on industrial roads are often not licensed under the 
Commercial Transport Act. A highway crossing permit and owner’s certificate of insurance  
(if applicable) authorizes a commercial vehicle to cross a highway and is issued under the 
authority of S.8(b) of the Commercial Transport Act outlined below.

Overload, crossing and oversize permits

S.8 The minister, or a person appointed by the minister, may, in accordance with the regulations 
and on application accompanied by the prescribed fee, issue...

b)	 a crossing permit for the operation across a highway only of a commercial vehicle or 
commercial vehicles...

There are two parts to a complete Highway Crossing Permit; the oversize and/or overweight 
portion and the insurance portion (Owner’s Certificate of Insurance). In some circumstances, the 
insurance portion is not required (see 1.4.4).

1.4.2	 Approvals

1.4.2.A	 Process and Authorities
The authority to approve highway crossings is shared between the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure and municipalities.

This responsibility is outlined in S.7.02(3) of the Commercial Transport Regulations: 

S.7.02(3) The minister or a person authorized by him may, by a general authority or by a written 
permit, authorize the crossing by a commercial vehicle of 

a)	 a highway in unorganized territory or an arterial highway in a municipality, or

b)	 if an officer of the municipality has given written approval to an application for crossing, 
a highway, other than an arterial highway, in the municipality, and the fee must be in 
accordance with the Commercial Transport Fees Regulation.

i)	 If the application for a crossing is across a highway in an unorganized territory or an arterial 
highway within a municipality, the District Manager from that area’s local Highways office 
is responsible for approving the crossing. 

ii)	 If the application for a crossing is across a highway, other than an arterial highway, in a 
municipality, an officer for that municipality is responsible for approving the crossing. 

Once approval for a highway crossing is granted, the applicant may contact the PPC with a copy 
of that approval in order for the PPC to issue the Highway Crossing Permit.

1.4.2.B	 Development Approvals 
If a new access to the highway is the location for which you are requesting a Highway Crossing 
Permit, please obtain approval for the highway access through the District Approvals Technician in 
that district prior to applying for the Highway Crossing Permit.
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Similarly, prior to commencing necessary repairs to a Highway Crossing where you have been 
previously permitted, you must first obtain approval from the District Approvals Technician. 

1.4.3	 Restrictions
Highway Crossing Permits and the associated insurance are to be used ONLY to cross at 
designated crossings—they cannot be used to travel along a highway.

Highway Crossing Permits may be withdrawn in whole or part by any official or employee of the 
Ministry, or by a Peace Officer, whenever he considers that the operation is offering an undue 
traffic hazard to vehicles and persons using the highway, or that unforeseen damage is being 
done to the highway/road, its structure and appurtenances.

1.4.3.A	 Restrictions Affecting Highways under Provincial Authority
i)	 Traffic Hazards

	 All crossings shall be in accordance with the standards laid out in the MoTI “Traffic Control 
Manual for Work on Roadways”. Traffic control or protection is the responsibility of the 
permit holder. Where traffic control is required, it must be done by a Traffic Control Person 
who holds a valid certification from Worksafe BC.

	 Any crossings with sight distances of less than 200 m in either direction will require a 
Traffic Control Management Plan to be approved by the CVSE District Office.  
A copy of this Traffic Control Management Plan will be attached and form part  
of the Highway Crossing Permit.

ii)	 Maintenance of Road Condition

	 The permit holder is responsible for any damages to the Highway Right of Way, including 
the untravelled portions (eg. shoulders, verge) resulting from the permitted work. 

	 Any damage to the roadway by this operation is the responsibility of, and must be  
repaired by, the permit holder. When evidence of neglect or abuse of the highway or road is 
noted, the permit may be rescinded at anytime.

iii)	Seasonal Load Restrictions

	 Highway Crossing Permits are not automatically void during Seasonal Load Restrictions. 
Where seasonal restrictions do apply to these permits, the BC Highways website will say in 
the information for a specific area or route that Highway Crossing Permits are affected. 

See: http://www.th.gov.bc.ca/BCHighways/loadrestrictions/loadrestrictions.htm 

1.4.4	 Insurance
To obtain a Highway Crossing Permit, valid insurance must be in effect. 

If the applicant does not have valid insurance, then an Owner’s Certificate of Insurance for 
Highway Crossing Permit is also issued as a separate document with the same Permit number on 
it as in the Highway Crossing Permit. A sample of this document is shown in Figure 3. 

http://www.th.gov.bc.ca/BCHighways/loadrestrictions/loadrestrictions.htm
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Highway Crossing Permits are not valid unless accompanied with a valid certificate 
of insurance. 

If the applicant has valid insurance, then only the Highway Crossing Permit is issued.

Figure 3 - Sample of Owner’s Certificate of Insurance for Highway Crossing Permit (Form MV1805/APV37) 

1.4.5 	 Issuance
i)	 All Highway Crossing Permits are issued through CVSE and can be requested by calling the 

PPC toll-free permit line 1-800-559-9688. Once the permit is issued, it is sent to the client 
via fax or email. 

ii)	 Highway Crossing Permits can be issued for any commercial vehicle. 

iii)	A Highway Crossing Permit is for legal highway crossings only. To establish a legal highway 
crossing, the minister must have provided prior written authorization for the construction 
of the junction, (see Section 5, Industrial Roads Act). Application for a legal highway 
crossing junction can be made to the local Highways Office, or in the case of a municipal 
road, to the designated officer of the municipality.  
See 1.4.2 – Approvals.
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iv)	A Highway Crossing Permit may be issued for a specific crossing or may include all 
established and approved crossings in an area or section of provincial highway:  
i.e., “all established and approved crossings in Quesnel Highways Districts” or “all established 
and approved crossings on Highway No. 19 between Courtenay and Port Hardy.” 

v)	 Applicants are reminded that these permits are only valid for crossing by a commercial vehicle: 

a)	 on a highway in an unorganized territory or an arterial highway in a municipality, or 

b)	 where the designated officer of a municipality has given written approval to the 
application for the crossing of highway other than an arterial highway, in a municipality. 

vi)	Highway Crossing Permits are vehicle specific. A new or amended permit must be  
obtained when vehicles are replaced.

vii)	Highway Crossing Permits expire on December 31 of the calendar year in which they  
are issued. 

1.4.6	 Fees
The fee for the oversize and/or overweight portion of a Highway Crossing Permit is $30.00 for the 
year. There is no prorating of fees. For example, a Highway Crossing Permit purchased December 31 is 
still $30.00.

The fee for the insurance portion, or Owner’s Certificate of Insurance, is outlined in the chart below.

Highway Crossing Certificate of Insurance (APV37)

Coverage

Premiums

Basic
Extension 
TPL ($5M)

$200,000 Inclusive Third Party Legal Liability, Enhanced Accident Benefits and Basic 
Vehicle Damage Coverage

$98 $33

$1,000,000 Inclusive Third Party Legal Liability, Enhanced Accident Benefits and 
Basic Vehicle Damage Coverage

$117 $25

$2,000,000 Inclusive Third Party Legal Liability for the Transport of  
Dangerous Goods, Enhanced Accident Benefits and Basic Vehicle Damage Coverage

$141 $15
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1.4.7	 Exception—unlicensed commercial vehicles that may be operated 
across a highway with no Highway Crossing Permit
Industrial utility vehicles (IUVs) are motor vehicles that are not designed to conform to Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act (Canada) standards for vehicles used on highways and are used exclusively 
for work, including industrial, maintenance or landscaping purposes. These include commercial 
vehicles like backhoes, loaders and other heavy industrial machinery that is eligible for an X plate 
or may be operated unlicensed across highways with a highway crossing permit.

When IUVs, and trailers towed by them, are operated across a highway that intersects a worksite 
(i.e. from one part of a worksite to another part of the same worksite where the vehicle is being 
used to perform work), they are exempt from vehicle licensing and ICBC insurance, and do not 
require a highway crossing permit unless the vehicle is overweight or over dimension. 

IUVs operating under the exemption must have third party liability insurance from an insurer other than 
ICBC in the following amounts:

Amount of coverage IUV Trailer

$200,000 under 5,001 kg GVW under 1,401 kg GVW

$1,000,000 over 5,000 kg GVW over 1,400 kg GVW

$2,000,000
over 5,000 kg GVW transporting 
dangerous goods

over 1,400 kg GVW transporting 
dangerous goods
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1.5	 TEMPORARY OPERATION PERMIT (TOP) 

1.5.1	 General
A commercial vehicle that is not properly registered and licensed in a jurisdiction  
(e.g., licence has expired) may be operated in BC under a TOP. The TOP may be issued by any ICBC 
AutoPlan broker. 

1.5.2	 Requirements
•	 TOPs should not be issued to non-resident vehicles that are registered or licensed in another 

jurisdiction (NRCVP are issued for this purpose.)

•	 TOPs are normally issued to BC residents by ICBC Autoplan brokers as a temporary alternative 
to regular licensing and insurance

•	 Vehicles must be physically in BC in order to obtain a TOP

NOTE: 	 BC residents are limited to a “TOP for Inspection Purposes” on any vehicle imported to BC 
until any required provincial inspections and federal inspections (if imported from the U.S.) 
are passed and applicable duties / sales taxes have been paid. 

1.5.3	 Laden vs. Unladen
For the purposes of issuing TOP’s to commercial vehicles, “laden” and “unladen” are defined below: 

•	 an unladen commercial vehicle is one that is able to carry items in it or on it, but is not  
being used to carry items while the TOP is in force 

Personal effects, such as clothes, suitcases, bikes or camping equipment are not considered to be a 
load except when the TOP was specifically purchased to carry these items. This applies to personal 
effects carried in the back of the vehicle or in the cab of the vehicle.

•	 a laden commercial vehicle is one which carries in it or on it items that are not permanently 
attached to the vehicle (excluding a camper or personal effects), and is specifically being used 
for the purposes of carrying certain items 

Any items carried in the back of the vehicle (behind the driver and passenger seating area) 
other than a camper or personal effects are considered to be a load, if the TOP was purchased 
specifically to carry these items. 

	 What about towing?
If a TOP is required for a commercial vehicle that can be used for towing, it is considered: 

•	 unladen if it is not towing anything, and it is empty (no materials, items, supplies  
on board) 

•	 laden if it is towing anything, or carrying a load of some type (On truck-tractor/semi-trailer 
combinations, the truck tractor is considered to be laden when the trailer is empty)
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1.5.4	 Refusal to Issue
When a Notice and Order (Box 1 or 2) has been issued to a vehicle, the following procedures apply.

1.5.4.A.	 Notice and Order (Number 1)
A TOP is NOT available if there is an outstanding Box 1 for inspection or repair under S.14.04 of 
the  Motor Vehicle Act Regulations, a TOP WILL NOT BE ISSUED. The vehicle must be towed or 
transported by a tow truck, tow car or wrecker, or tilt deck truck to the inspection facility. 

1.5.4.B.	 Notice and Order (Number 2)
If the Notice and Order (Number 2) is more than 30 days old, the vehicle must be towed or 
transported by a tow truck, tow car or wrecker, or tilt deck truck. A one-day TOP for inspection or 
repair under S.14.04 of the Motor Vehicle Act Regulations WILL NOT BE ISSUED. A manual TOP 
can be issued if the company provides proof that the Notice and Order has been reversed.
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1.6	 EXTRA-PROVINCIAL TEMPORARY OPERATING PERMITS (EPTOP) 
FOR COMMERCIAL VEHICLES TRANSPORTING PASSENGERS 

1.6.1	 General
If you do not hold a British Columbia Passenger Transportation Licence, you can apply for a seven 
(7) day extra-provincial temporary operating permit (i.e., only for trips originating outside of BC) 
pursuant to Section 36(3)(a)(i) of the Passenger Transportation Act and Section 20(2) of the 
Passenger Transportation Act Regulations.

No other temporary operating permits are available.

If the trips are frequent and/or over seven (7) days in duration, the carrier should be seeking 
annual licensing. Information on applying for a British Columbia Passenger Transportation Licence 
can be obtained from the Application section of the Passenger Transportation Branch website at: 
www.th.gov.bc.ca/rpt/

1.6.2	 Requirements
The issuance of a temporary operating permit for an extra-provincial undertaking is only 
permissible to unlicensed carriers.

For carriers not licensed under the British Columbia Passenger Transportation Act, the 
maximum period for which an extra-provincial temporary operating permit may be issued is 
seven (7) consecutive days (reference Part 5 Section 20(2) of the Passenger Transportation 
Act Regulations).

NOTE:	 The restrictive conditions of this permit specify that it can only be used when the licensee or 
permittee is engaged in the extra-provincial transportation of passengers into BC provided that 
the same carrier transports the same group of passengers out of BC on the same trip; the pick-
up of passenger in BC is not permitted. However, the drop off of passengers is allowable.

1.6.3	 Prohibition
The issuance of “back to back” extra-provincial temporary operating permits on the same trip  
(i.e., carrier requires a 14 day permit to complete the trip) is not permitted. Carriers requesting a 
permit for over seven (7) days are required to contact the Passenger Transportation Branch.

1.6.4	 Additional Requirements
In addition to an Extra-Provincial Temporary Operating Permit, a commercial vehicle transporting 
passengers into BC may also require the following:

•	 A Non-Resident Permit (unless prorated – see 1.2.4 Prorate Agreement – IRP for more 
information)

•	 A Motive Fuel User Permit (unless registered with IFTA – see Chapter 2 for more information)
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1.6.5	 Issuance
Extra-Provincial Temporary Operating Permits (up to 7 days), Non-Resident Permits, and Motive 
Fuel User Permits can be obtained through calling the PPC at 1-800-559-9688.
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1.7	 MISCELLANEOUS VEHICLE LICENSING

1.7.1	 Driveaway-Towaway Operation

1.7.1.A. 	 Definitions
“Driveaway-towaway operation” means the transportation of one or more truck chassis 
by another truck chassis if 2 or more wheels of the towed vehicle or vehicles are in contact with 
the roadway during transportation (S.1 Motor Vehicle Act)

“Purposes relating to the business” which includes personal use of a vehicle of the holder 
of the demonstration licence by him or her, his or her vehicle salespersons and members of his 
or her or their households, but does not include use of a vehicle for a commercial purpose not 
directly related to the sale of the vehicle.

1.7.1.B. 	 Licensing
i)	 Each vehicle in a vehicle combination that has any wheels in contact with the highway 

must have a license or permit.

ii)	 In cases where the towing vehicle is fully licensed under the Commercial Transport Act, 
or from another jurisdiction operating under a non-resident commercial permit (NRCP), it 
must be licensed to at least 150% of its net weight. 

iii)	 Driveaway-towaway operations involve one or more of the vehicles being  
licensed with a transporter’s plate, manufacturer’s plate, demonstration plate, NRCVP or a 
Temporary Operation Permit (TOP).

iv)	 No licensed weight is associated with a transporter, manufacturer or dealer plate.

v)	 Transporter plates are used by carriers who regularly transport vehicles which are not 
otherwise licensed and are not the property of the transporter plate holder. Reference 
S.41 of the Motor Vehicle Act. 

vi)	 Manufacturer plates are used by manufacturers to deliver vehicles to a customer, to 
another place of the manufacturer’s business, or for a road test. Reference S.42 of the 
Motor Vehicle Act.

vii)	 Demonstration plates (S.38 of the Motor Vehicle Act) may be used provided the 
dealer has provided their written consent for the operation of the vehicle per MVA’ s 45 
and operation is related to the sale of the vehicle or operation is for purposes relating 
to the business.

viii)	 If transporter, manufacturer or demonstration plates are used, one plate must be 
displayed on any vehicle which is in direct contact with the road surface. 

ix)	 NRCP procedures are set out in S.1.2.5 Non-Resident Commercial Vehicle Permits (NRCVP)

x)	 TOP requirements for various types of loads are set out in Table One (located on the 
next page).

xi)	 On truck-tractor/semi-trailer combinations the truck tractor, for TOP purposes, is 
considered to be laden when the trailer is empty. 
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Standard Configurations – Table One
Units/ 

Configuration
Example T.O.P and G.V.W.

1. Single Unit
T.O.P. at equipped weight of 
truck (no 150% minimum).

2. 2-Way Full
Laden T.O.P. with GVW of 
truck (a) and truck (b).

3. 2-Way Tow Bar
Laden T.O.P. on truck (a) @

GVW of truck (a) + (b)  
and TRAILER T.O.P. on (b).

4.
2-Way  

Saddle Mount

Laden T.O.P. on (a)  
@ GVW of (a) + (b)  

and Trailer T.O.P. on (b).

5.
4-Way  

Triple Saddle 
Mount

Laden T.O.P. @ GVW of all 4 
on truck (a) and 3 TRAILER 

T.O.P.s

6.
3-Way  

Full Saddle Mount

Laden T.O.P. @ GVW of all 3 
trucks on truck (a) and  

2 trailer T.O.P.s

7. 3-Way Tow Bar

Laden T.O.P. @ GVW of 
trucks (a) + (b) + (c)  
and TRAILER T.O.P. for  

truck (c).
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1.7.1.C. 	 Standard Configurations
The vehicle or vehicle combination depicted in Table One in 1.7.1.B. may be temporarily operated 
under a Manufacturer’s licence, Transporter’s licence, Demonstration licence, NRCVP or a TOP 
subject to compliance with the applicable statute.

NOTES (Table One):	

a)	 In example #1, the actual weight of the vehicle is used for TOP issuance, not 150% of its net 
vehicle weight. The GVW is defined in MVAR Division 1 to be the net vehicle weight of the 
vehicle plus its load. There is no load in example 1, therefore in this case the NVW = GVW for 
a TOP issued under MVAR Division 14.

b)	 In example #2, the actual weight of the vehicle plus the vehicle it carries as a load is used 
as the GVW, not 150% of NVW. In this case the TOP is restricted to a single-load one-way 
operation if the GVW exceeds 5,000 kg, per MVAR Division 14.01(6).

c)	 In example #3 which is similar to full trailer operation, the actual gross weight of the towing 
vehicle and towed vehicle is used for determining the GVW on the towing vehicle’s TOP  
(i.e., the towing vehicle’s NVW plus the weight of any item carried on its deck plus the towed 
vehicle actual weight). A trailer TOP may be issued for the towed vehicle.

d)	 In examples #4, #5 and #6 the TOP for the towing vehicle will be a laden TOP at the GVW of 
all vehicles. The saddle mounted vehicles will each receive a trailer TOP.

e)	 In example #7 which is similar to full trailer operation, the actual gross weight of the towing 
vehicle plus the actual weight of the towed vehicle is used for determining the GVW on the 
towing vehicle’s TOP (i.e., the towing vehicle’s NVW plus the weight of any vehicle carried 
on its deck plus the actual weight of the towed vehicle). A trailer TOP may be issued for the 
towed vehicle.

1.7.1.D. 	 Safety and Maximum Dimensions
See section 5.3.17 for safety and operational requirements and maximum weights and 
dimensions
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1.7.2	 House Trailers 

1.7.2.A. 	 Definitions
“House trailer” means a trailer 

a)	 which is designed, constructed and equipped for human habitation, or

b)	 designed, constructed and equipped for human occupancy for industrial, professional or 
commercial purposes. (S.1 Motor Vehicle Act Regulations)

“Commercial trailer” means a trailer meeting the definition of “trailer” under the Commercial 
Transport Act. 

“Trailer” includes a vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by or used in 
conjunction with a motor vehicle and constructed so that no appreciable part of its weight rests 
on or is carried by the motor vehicle, but does not include

a)	 a trailer having a gross vehicle weight of less than 1,401  kg that is licensed under the 
Motor Vehicle Act, 

b)	 a trailer that is:

i)	 designed, constructed and equipped for human habitation, or

ii)	 designed, constructed and equipped for human occupancy for industrial, professional or 
commercial purposes, or

c)	 a boat, horse, snowmobile, automobile or motorcycle trailer that is not used for business 
purposes or financial gain. (S.1 Commercial Transport Act)

“Financial gain” does not include the item carried on the trailer being used in sporting or other 
events where there is the potential to win a prize.

“Utility trailer plate” means the licence plate issued to a trailer that is licensed under the 
Motor Vehicle Act. 

1.7.2.B. 	 Licensing

a)	 House trailers are licensed under the Motor Vehicle Act, regardless of the purpose for 
which they are used. 

b)	 Mixed-use trailers (e.g., a combined horse and house trailer) are licensed according to the 
primary function of the trailer (i.e., the purpose for which the trailer is used most of the 
time.) For example, a mixed use horse/house trailer that is used for a business purpose or 
financial gain (e.g., traveling to compete in rodeos) will be licensed as a commercial trailer.

c)	 Commercial vehicles may tow a trailer that is licensed under either the Motor Vehicle Act 
or the Commercial Transport Act.

d)	 The licensed GVW of a commercial tow vehicle that tows a commercial trailer must  
include the actual weight of the vehicle combination. 

e)	 The licensed GVW of a commercial tow vehicle that tows a trailer licensed under the MVA 
need not include the trailer’s weight. 

f )	 Trailers with utility plates are limited in operations; specifically, the trailer can not weigh 
more than 1,400 kg loaded or empty, unless it is a house, boat, horse, snowmobile, 
automobile or motorcycle trailer that is not used for business or financial gain.

CHAPTER 1.0	 LICENSING AND INSURANCE GUIDELINES AND PERMITS

1.7 MISCELLANEOUS VEHICLE LICENSING



COMMERCIAL TRANSPORT PROCEDURES MANUAL • October 2023 • Page 1-35 

1.7.3	 Implements of Husbandry 

1.7.3.A. 	 Definitions
“Implements of husbandry” is interpreted broadly as: a vehicle designed and adapted 
exclusively for use in agricultural operations and includes a farm tractor and a trailer towed by an 
implement of husbandry, but does not include a vehicle used primarily to transport persons or 
property on a highway. 

This implement of husbandry interpretation includes bulldozers, graders or other vehicles of 
a similar nature that are used exclusively in connection with an agricultural operation. The 
interpretation was proclaimed in a February 1990 “Circular” from the then Superintendent of 
Motor Vehicles.

1.7.3.B. 	 Licensing
This section describes those implements of husbandry that do not need a licence and those 
that do. How and where the implement is operating often determines whether or not a licence 
is needed.

i)	 Licensing Required

a)	 Self-propelled implements of husbandry require licensing when: 

•	 operated and loaded away from the farm

•	 towing a loaded trailer or a loaded implement when not moving between parts of 
the same farm 

b)	 Towed implements of husbandry require licensing when:

•	 the farmer is using it for another business or purpose that is not related to his or 
her farm. 

•	 A loaded implement being towed to work on another farm or used for non-farming 
work must either be: 
- Licensed and insured as a trailer, or 
- Carried on an insured and licensed trailer

ii)	 Licensing Not Required

a)	 Self-propelled implements of husbandry - provided the following conditions  
are met:

•	 The driver is a farmer, custom farmer or a person driving the vehicle on behalf of the 
farmer, and

•	 There are no passengers, and

•	 The vehicle is used for farm operations, and 

•	 The vehicle is either empty, or

•	 The vehicle is loaded with farm-related materials and is moving between parts of 
the same farm

Example: A farmer may drive an unlicensed farm tractor across or along a public road to get to another part 
of the same farm. The farm tractor may tow another implement or a trailer that is either empty or carrying 
farm-related materials (e.g., farm produce, supplies, stock, fertilizer, tools, seeds, etc.).
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b)	 Trailers – A trailer is only regarded as an implement of husbandry when a self-
propelled implement of husbandry tows it. A trailer used in this way does not need a 
licence if it is:

•	 loaded with farm-related materials and towed by an unlicensed farm tractor or other 
self-propelled implement of husbandry between parts of the same farm

•	 towed empty on the highway by an unlicensed farm tractor or an unlicensed and 
empty self-propelled implement of husbandry

•	 towed on the highway by a licensed and insured farm tractor driven by a farmer (not 
by someone operating it on the farmer’s behalf) to carry the farmer’s farm produce to a 
market or supplies for that farmer’s farm from a market

c)	 Towed implements do not require licencing if they are:

•	 empty or loaded with farm produce or supplies and being towed by a self-propelled 
implement of husbandry between parts of the same farm

•	 empty and being towed on the highway by an unlicensed farm tractor or an 
unlicensed self-propelled implement of husbandry

•	 empty and being towed by a licensed motor vehicle

•	 being towed by a licensed farm tractor

d)	 Other equipment – industrial equipment such as backhoes, graders and bulldozers 
being used exclusively for agricultural purposes may be treated as an implement of 
husbandry and, therefore; would not require licensing. The long-standing practice 
not to require licensing of these vehicles was initiated by the ICBC’s Superintendent’s 
Circular, numbered 013:90, from 1990.

1.7.3.C.	 Insurance
All farm equipment operating on a highway must be insured according to its use.   
If an unlicensed self-propelled implement of husbandry will be driven on a highway occasionally, 
it must be insured for third party liability with an Unlicensed Farm Tractor Policy (APV49).  This 
can be obtained by contacting your local Autoplan agent.

1.7.3.D.	 Other References
For further information on operating conditions of oversize implements of husbandry, please refer 
to Chapters 4 and 5 of this Manual. 

For further information on farm vehicles including common examples refer to the  
“Farm Vehicles on the Move” brochure available at: http://www.icbc.com/vehicle-registration/
specialty-vehicles/Documents/farm-vehicle.pdf
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1.7.4	 Jeeps and Boosters 

1.7.4.A. 	 Definitions
“Jeep” means a semi-trailer that is designed to be attached between a truck tractor and another 
semi-trailer to distribute the load of the other semi-trailer between the axles of the jeep and axles 
of the truck tractor. 

“Booster axle assemblies (boosters)” are designed to be attached to the rear of a lowbed 
to increase the load capacity and are allowed by permit beyond legal length.

1.7.4.B. 	 Licensing
a)	 Jeeps require licensing if they are towed without a semi-trailer attached because they are 

considered a trailer.

b)	 Jeeps that are only used with a semi-trailer attached are not required to be licensed.

c)	 Boosters must be registered, licensed and insured as they function as a trailer that is 
designed to increase load capacity.

d)	 If a jeep is licensed, it requires a valid Commercial Vehicle Inspection Program (CVIP) decal. 

1.7.4.C. 	 Operation
Commercial Transport Regulations S.7.22

Despite any other provision of these regulations, a person may, without a permit, drive or operate 
on a highway a combination of vehicles consisting of a tandem drive axle truck tractor, a single 
axle jeep and a lowbed semi-trailer if: 

a)	 the interaxle spacing between the tandem drive axle and the jeep single axle is not less 
than 1.2 m nor more than 3.5 m, and

b)	 the vehicles are

i)	  unladen, or 

ii)	 being used to haul a bundle, in their natural state, of green felled or bucked logs or 
poles. 

c)	 A jeep is only allowed in combination with a lowbed semi-trailer or an open top paper mill 
roll transporter. The only exception is during seasonal axle load restrictions when jeeps may 
be used in combination with high-boy semi trailers on roads restricted to less than 100%. 
A permit as noted in b) below is required.

d)	 Non compliant vehicle combinations that are eligible for permits may use jeeps with high-
boys (i.e., grand-fathered non-TAC). A valid ‘non-TAC’ permit is required at all times when 
these combinations are on the highway.

e)	 Tandem drive/single axle jeep groups are allowed the greater of 24,000 kgs or the weight 
allowed under S.7.17(2) of the Commercial Transport Regulations without a permit. They 
must not exceed 17,000 kgs on the tandem drive axles or 9,100 kgs on the jeep single axle.
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Commercial Transport Regulations Section 7.17(2)

Column 1 Column 2

Distance between the centres of the first axle and last 
axle of any group of axles of a vehicle  

or combination of vehicles

Maximum gross weight,  
group of axles

less than 1.00 m 9 100 kg

1.00 m up to but not including 1.20 m 16 500 kg

1.20 m “ 1.90 m 17 000 kg

1.90 m “ 2.30 m 18 000 kg

2.30 m “ 2.60 m 19 000 kg

2.60 m “ 3.00 m 20 000 kg

3.00 m “ 3.40 m 21 000 kg

3.40 m “ 3.80 m 22 000 kg

3.80 m “ 4.20 m 23 000 kg

4.20 m “ 4.60 m 24 000 kg

4.60 m “ 5.00 m 25 000 kg

5.00 m “ 5.30 m 26 000 kg

5.30 m “ 5.70 m 27 000 kg

5.70 m “ 6.10 m 28 000 kg

6.10 m “ 6.50 m 29 000 kg

6.50 m “ 6.90 m 30 000 kg 

6.90 m “ 7.20 m 31 000 kg

7.20 m “ 7.60 m 32 000 kg

7.60 m “ 8.00 m 33 000 kg

8.00 m “ 34 000 kg

f)	 Tandem and tridem axle jeeps will be permitted when additional axles are required for 
weight distribution.

g)	 Single axle jeeps are allowed by permit to exceed the interaxle spacing of 3.5 m outlined in 
Division 7.22 CTR.

h)	 In the event vehicle combinations of a tractor/semi-trailer lowbed or a tractor/single axle 
jeep/lowbed are transporting reducible loads (i.e., lumber, gyproc etc.), the load being 
transported must not exceed legal weight or width. The only exception would be commodities 
such as veneer etc., which are allowed to exceed legal width by permit. 

i)	 Jeep and booster size, weight, and further operational information is described in Chapter 
6.3.2.

Note:	 Jeeps and boosters are add on vehicles for heavy haul transportation and are not regulated  
under CTR 7.11(2). Hop-up jeeps and flip-over boosters are not treated as lift axles. S.7.11(1)  
still applies. 
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1.7.5	 Tow Cars (Wreckers), Tow Trucks and Tilt Deck Trucks

1.7.5.A.	 Definitions
A “disabled vehicle” may include a vehicle that:

a)	 Has been in an accident; is damaged; 

b)	 Has broken down; (for example: lost its motive power or has a broken axle)

c)	 Is an otherwise “able” vehicle that is seized under authority of law; (for example: over 
parked, abandoned or repossessed)

d)	 Is unsafe or not qualified to operate on a highway; (for example: has not passed a CVIP or 
AirCare but can be towed safely or carried on a tilt deck or slide deck truck)

e)	 Is an otherwise “able” vehicle that was stolen and is being recovered by the  
towing operator.

“Tow car” means a motor vehicle used exclusively for towing or rendering assistance to other 
motor vehicles or to vehicles suffering from a defect or disability in their means of locomotion; 
(S.1 Commercial Transport Act)

A “tilt deck truck or slide deck truck” has a tilting flat deck to allow a vehicle to be 
winched onto it and may also have a mechanical apparatus to hoist and pull a second vehicle. 

A “tow truck” functions as a tow car and also is licensed to tow non-disabled vehicles. 

A “wrecker” is a common industry term for a “tow car”. 

1.7.5.B.	 Tow Operations
i)	 Tow Cars (Wreckers)

	 Tow cars (wreckers) are licensed differently than other vehicles, the license is restricted 
(a tow car/wrecker is not permitted to tow-abled vehicles). If the operator wishes to tow 
other types of vehicles, e.g., non-disabled vehicles, house trailers, mobile machinery, etc., 
the vehicle must first be licensed as other than a tow car (e.g., “truck”). 

Exception:  �In the case where a towing vehicle (not a tow car [wrecker]) towing a trailer becomes 
disabled, both vehicles suffer a disability in their means of locomotion and require 
the assistance of tow car/wrecker (even if the trailer is fully operational). The tow car 
(wrecker) would be able to tow the trailer and still be within the definition of a tow car 
because its means of locomotion—the towing motor vehicle—is disabled. 

Towing Vehicle Type Body Style on Registration
1) Tow Car Tow car or wrecker

2) Wrecker Tow car or wrecker

3) Tow Truck Truck

4) Tilt Deck Truck Tow car, wrecker or flat deck (depending on type of operation)
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ii)	 Tow Truck

	 A tow truck may tow other types of vehicles, e.g., house trailers, mobile machinery, etc. 
provided it is licensed for the appropriate weight.

Towing Vehicle Type Licensed Weight
1) Tow Car GVW = net weight of vehicle

2) Wrecker GVW = new weight of vehicle

3) Tow Truck
GVW = minimum of 1.5 times net weight and must include the total weight of any 
vehicle combinations that are being operated

4) Tilt Deck Truck GVW = will be GREATER of 1.5 times net weight OR towed vehicle + cargo

iii)	Tilt Deck Truck

	 These will be licensed as a “flat deck” if operating as a tow truck or will be licensed as a 
“tow car/wrecker” if only towing/carrying disabled vehicles. 

1.7.5.C.	 Vehicle Registration (Owner’s Certificate of Insurance  
and Registration)

i)	 Body Style

	 The following chart indicates the type of body style that will be shown on the vehicle’s 
registration (Owner’s Certificate of Insurance and Registration) depending on the type of 
towing vehicle. 

ii)	 Licensed Weight

	 The following chart indicates how the licensed gross vehicle weight (GVW) is determined 
depending on the type of towing vehicle.

1.7.5.D.	 Towed Vehicles
i)	 Licensing of Towed Vehicles 

	 Most vehicles being towed by: 

•	 tow cars (disabled vehicles only)

•	 wreckers (disabled vehicles only)

•	 tow trucks (disabled and non-disabled vehicles) or 

•	 tilt decks (dependent on type of tow operation—can be licensed as tow cars,  
wreckers, or flat deck)

are exempt from registration and licensing requirements.

ii)	 Exceptions:

	 Semi trailers and manufactured homes are required to be licensed with:
•	 a commercial trailer plate 
•	 an appropriate floater plate, or 
•	 Temporary Operation Permit (MV1800).
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1.7.5.E.	 Oversize and Overweight Permits
Please refer to Chapter 5 – Vehicle Guidelines and Permits for more information on classes of tow 
trucks, permits and conditions.

1.7.6	 Towing Self-Propelled Industrial Machines and Self-Propelled  
	 Industrial Machines Towing other Vehicles

1.7.6.A. 	 General
This section describes the limitations for the operation of a vehicle combination consisting 
of a self-propelled industrial machine (i.e., backhoe, fork-lift, loader or similar vehicle) and a 
commercial or passenger vehicle.

1.7.6.B.	 Licensed Weights
Normally, both vehicles will be licensed. (Exceptions apply in limited circumstances when an 
industrial machine qualifies as an implement of husbandry – refer to 1.7.3 Implements of 
Husbandry.)

Each vehicle will be licensed as appropriate for that vehicle. 

Example:  The net vehicle weight (NVW) for a passenger vehicle, 1.5 x NVW for a commercial vehicle and 
NVW = GVW for an X-plated industrial machine. The licensed weight of the towing vehicle is not required 
to include the weight of the properly licensed “self-propelled” vehicle being towed. 

1.7.6.C.	 Commercial Vehicle Towing Self-Propelled Industrial Machine
The self-propelled industrial machine being towed must: 

a)	 not carry a load while being towed on the highway, except for a device used as an  
extra attachment for the self-propelled industrial machine (e.g., pneumatic jackhammer 
that attaches to the end of a backhoe arm in place of the bucket)

b)	 Secure any extra attachments as listed in (a) above

c)	 Have a licence or TOP (except in limited circumstances when an industrial machine 
qualifies as an implement of husbandry—refer to 1.7.3 Implements of Husbandry)

1.7.6.D.	 Self-Propelled Industrial Machine Towing a Vehicle
Vehicles licensed with an X-plate may operate on a highway for the purpose of travel to or from a 
place of work, without carrying a load. The industrial machine may tow another unladen vehicle 
(e.g., a grader towing a pickup truck) provided that:

a)	 The towed vehicle is properly licensed in accordance with the Motor Vehicle Act or the 
Commercial Transport Act,

b)	 The towed vehicle does not carry a load other than related equipment  
(e.g., tidy tanks), and

c)	 The towed vehicle has an actual GVW of 5,500 kg or less.
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1.8	 INSPECTION STATION CERTIFICATES OF WEIGHT  
FOR LICENSING PURPOSES 

1.8.A.	 Definitions
“Cab and chassis vehicle” means a vehicle comprised solely of a cab and chassis, where:

“Cab” means the superstructure of a truck, which encloses the engine and passenger 
compartments. The cab is separate from the box or bed which carries cargo.

“Certificate of Weight” means Form CVSE1061, issued by inspection stations to determine 
net vehicle weights for licensing cargo-carrying vehicles and the operating weights for licensing 
fixed load vehicles. 

“Chassis” means the structural frame and all of the mechanical parts attached to it, such 
as the axles, suspension, transmission and engine. (In unitized construction, which does not 
require a separate frame, “chassis” includes everything except the body, where “body” means the 
superstructure of a vehicle, which encloses the engine, passenger and luggage compartments.)

“Curb weight” or “net vehicle weight” means the weight of a vehicle equipped with 
the containers for the fluids necessary for the operation of the vehicle filled to their maximum 
capacity, but without cargo or occupants (i.e., unladen).

“Weight slip” means the document, showing the vehicle(s) actual weight, printed out from the 
scale at an inspection station.

1.8.B.	 General
The net vehicle weight (NVW) and the vehicle style that are listed on a weight certificate (Form 
CVSE1061) are used by ICBC to determine the correct gross vehicle weight (GVW) at which to 
license a commercial vehicle. 

ICBC licenses a vehicle at the GVW, as stipulated in Commercial Transport Act S.6(11), based 
on the information provided in the Certificate of Weight (Form CVSE1061) and other information 
provided by the vehicle owner. 

1.8.C.	 Certificate of Weight (CVSE1061) Requirements
a)	 The following details must be clearly stated on the CVSE1061 Certificate:

i)	 The vehicle must be identified by either the current licence number, registration number, or 
vehicle identification number.

ii)	 The vehicle body style must be indicated (e.g., flat deck, truck tractor, school bus, 
ambulance, hearse, grader, loader, tow car, shovel, mobile welder, mobile drill, etc.) 

iii)	The certificate must indicate place and date of issuance.

iv)	The “net vehicle weight” (i.e., unladen weight) must be indicated. This will facilitate 
potential changes in registration (e.g., from Commercial to Farm) and aid in tracking 
changes to the vehicle, if necessary. 
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b) 	“Cab and chassis” vehicles may be issued a CVSE1061 certificate so that the owner can have it 
registered. (After initial registration, ICBC does not allow any further transactions under the cab 
and chassis body style. Once the secondary manufacturer has added a body to the cab and chassis 
the owner must obtain a weigh scale certificate and attend an Autoplan Broker to amend the 
body style from cab and chassis to the new body style [e.g., van, box, tank] and to amend the net 
weight and GVW.) 

c) 	A weight slip must be attached to the CVSE1061 Certificate.

d)	 Net weight of a motorhome includes its weight when empty except for:

i)	 the maximum capacity of fuel, oil and coolant necessary for its operation; and 

ii)	 its sleeping facilities; and,

iii)	at least three of the following that are attached to the chassis in a manner that requires a 
tool for removal:

•	 cooking facilities 

•	 refrigeration or icebox facilities 

•	 self-contained toilet (not capable of easy removal like a porta-potty type) 

•	 heating or air conditioning facilities independent of the vehicle’s motor 

•	 potable water supply system including a faucet and a sink

1.8.D.	 Certificate Prohibitions
a)	 CVSE1061 Certificates cannot be changed or altered; the certificates are subject to audit. If 

a mistake occurs, the erroneous certificate must be destroyed and a new certificate must be 
issued to prevent fraudulent use. 

b)	 CVSE1061 Certificates cannot be issued for weights exceeding the maximum permitted under 
the regulations (63,500 kg.)

1.8.E.	 Customer Service
a)	 As customer service and time constraints allow, inspectors can provide industry with:

i)	 The vehicle’s scaled axle weights using Form CVSE1060. 

ii)	 The weigh scale slip printout must accompany the CVSE1060.

iii)	If the vehicle was loaded at time of weighing, a description of the load must be included on 
the CVSE1060. 

1.8.F.	 CVSE1061 Certificate and CVSE1060 Samples
Copies of the CVSE1061 and the CVSE1060 can be found on the CVSE website at the addresses 
provided below.

www.th.gov.bc.ca/forms/getForm.aspx?formId=1269

www.th.gov.bc.ca/forms/getForm.aspx?formId=1268
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1.8.G.	 Private Weigh Stations
In certain situations, ICBC will accept weight slips from private scales. ICBC will send  
out a letter to a vehicle owner when one of these situations arises. For more information on 
accepting weight slips from private scales, please contact either an Autoplan Broker  
or ICBC.
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1.9	 CONTACTS

1.9.1	 CVSE Provincial Permit Centre
Commercial Vehicle Safety and Enforcement (CVSE) 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure

Toll-Free: 1-800-559-9688 
Fax: (250) 784-2426 
Email: DAWCREEK@gov.bc.ca 

1.9.2	 IRP, Inc. 
Website: www.irponline.org/

1.9.3	 Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC) 
Prorate Licensing and Financial Responsibility Department

Greater Vancouver: 604-443-7357 or 604-443-4450 
Outside Greater Vancouver: 1-800-661-1866 or 1-800-665-4336 (BC only) 
Fax: 604-443-7381 or 604-443-4451  
Monday to Friday – 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 7500 Station Terminal 
Vancouver, BC V6B 5R9

1.9.4	 Ministry of Transportation & Infrastructure
Passenger Transportation Branch

#313 – 1500 Woolridge Street 
Coquitlam, BC V3K 0B8 
Phone: (604) 527-2198 
Fax: (604) 527-2205

Email: passengertransportationbr@gov.bc.ca

1.9.5	 Provincial Sales Tax (PST) 
Ministry of Finance 
TAXPAYER SERVICES INFORMATION LINE  
Toll-free in Canada: 1-877-388-4440 
Fax: 250-356-2195 
Email: CTBTaxQuestions@gov.bc.ca

Website: www.gov.bc.ca/pst

Monday to Friday – 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

1.9.6	 Cabotage Information
Contact Canada Border Service Agency (CBSA) 
Phone: 1-800-461-9999 
Website: www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca
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